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HISTORICAL CHRONOLOGY 
[many dates are approximate] 


BC 

9000 Ancient Jericho was inhabited; it was one of the oldest cities in the world. 
1290 Moses led the Hebrews in their EXODUS from Egypt. 

1000 The City of David was founded. 

962-956 The FIRST JEWISH TEMPLE was built in Jerusalem by Solomon. 
587-586 Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem’s Temple and exiled Jewish inhabitants. 
538 Jews returned from their exile. 

520-515 The SECOND JEWISH TEMPLE was built in Jerusalem by Zerubbabel 
300 The Dead Sea Scroll period began (3" century BC— 1“ century AD). 


37-4 Herod the Great reigned and built the SECOND (Third) JEWISH TEMPLE in Jerusalem. 
63 Romans conquered Jerusalem and desecrated the Second (Third) Jewish Temple. 

7-5 John the Baptist was born. 

6-4 Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 


AD 


6 Judea became a Roman province; the Quirinius Census was held there for Roman tax purposes. 

6 Judas the Galilean and Zadock the Pharisee led a revolt against the Quirinius Census and 
formed the resistance group known as the Zealots. 

7 Rome is said to have crucified 2,000 Jewish rebels after the 6 AD revolt, or one some years 
earlier. 

8 During the Passover season, young Jesus’ parents found him in the Jerusalem Temple, listening 
to teachers and asking questions of them. [Luke 2:41-52] 

27 John the Baptist began his ministry. 

28 Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River, gathered his early disciples, and began his ministry. 

29 Jesus gave the Sermon on the Mount, fed 5,000 at Tabgha, and Herod Antipas (Rome’s ruler 
over Galilee) had John the Baptist executed. 

30 JESUS was CRUCIFIED and RESURRECTED in Jerusalem/ 


66 The FIRST JEWISH REVOLT against Rome was started at Caesarea. 

70 Romans destroyed Jerusalem and its Temple. 

72-73 Romans captured Masada, and Jewish Christians began to be barred from Jewish 
Synagogues. 

132-135 The SECOND JEWISH REVOLT against Rome failed, and Rome regained its control. 

130-136 The Roman city of Aelia Capitolina was built on the site of destroyed Jerusalem. 


313 Roman Emporer Constantine’s Edit of Milan RECOGNIZED CHRISTIANITY as a 
LEGAL RELIGION in the Roman Empire for the first time 


326 Constantine’s mother, Helena, visited Palestine and ordered Christian churches to be built 
on sites there identified with Jesus’ ministry. She also believed she had discovered the 
“True Cross” of Jesus’ crucifixion there. 

335 The Church of the Holy Sepulchre was built in Jerusalem and consecrated. 

361-363 Under Roman Emperor Julian “the Apostate,” Jews were allowed, but only briefly until 
Julian died in 363, to return to Jerusalem and rebuild their Temple, but that effort failed. 


610 The Islamic faith is said to have begun when the prophet Muhammed at age 40, received his 
first revelation. 

614 Persians destroyed many Christian churches and shrines in Palestine and burned the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre. 

628 Jerusalem was restored to Byzantine rule by Eastern Roman Emperor Heraclius I. 

638 Jerusalem was captured by the Islamic Arab Caliph Umar ibn al-Khattab. 

691-692 The Islamic Dome of the Rock was built by Caliph Abd al-Malik on Jerusalem’s 
Temple Mount. 


1009 The Church of the Holy Sepulchre was severely damaged by the Fatimid Caliph Al-akim. 

1099 Jerusalem was captured by Christians of the FIRST CRUSADE. 

1187 Saladin, the first Sultan of both Egypt and Syria, defeated the Crusaders at the Horns of 
Hattim and Jerusalem again came under Islamic control. 

1229 Jerusalem and its holy places, with the exception of Muslim holy sites and the Temple 
Mount area, were restored to Crusader control by the Treaty of Jaffa made with 
al-Kamil, Sultan of Egypt and Syria. The Crusaders also gained control of Bethlehem, 
Nazareth and some other locations. 

1244 Jerusalem was captured by Khwarezmian Tartar forces with Egyptian aid. Islamic 
Mamluks (of Asian-Turkic origin) began to control it until 1517. 

1517 Palestine was captured by Sultan Selim I and the control of that region, including 
Jerusalem, by Ottoman Turks continued until 1917. 

1538-1542 Jerusalem’s Old City Walls were rebuilt by the Ottoman Turk Suleiman the 
Magnificent. 


1847 The star was stolen from Bethlehem’s Grotto of the Nativity. 

1853-1856 The Crimean War was conducted, in part over the 1847 theft of that Bethlehem star. 
The alliance of the Ottoman Empire, France, the United Kingdom, and Sardinia-Piedmont 
was victorious over the Russian Empire. 

1917 Palestine was captured by the British, thus ending Ottoman Turk control of it. 

1933-1945 The HOLOCAUST took place. 

1947 The Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered. 

1948 The STATE OF ISRAEL was created. 

1967 The SIX-DAY WAR was waged with Israel capturing and occupying the Golan Heights, 
West Bank (including East Jerusalem), Gaza Strip, and Sinai Peninsula. 
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Figure 1. Un.Org (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy_ sites of Jesus_in_Palestine.svg), 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 


HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 
Israel [February 14 - February 23, 1993] 


EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TOUR GROUP 
BROWN BUS: 37 touring passengers including 
Rev. Douglas and Chris Showalter and 15 of their parishioners from their 
First Congregational Church of Falmouth, Massachusetts on Cape Cod. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14 — We leave JFK International Airport in New York at 11:30 PM on 
Tower Airline Flight 030. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15 — We arrive in TEL AVIV just as the sun is beginning to set. We 
leave the airport in our tour bus at 6:20 PM. Our tour guide joins us. He said "goodbye" to his 
previous tour group just three hours before. 


As we travel in darkness, we see the twinkling lights of the city NAZARETH spread across a 
distant hill on our left. Across from Nazareth, on our right, we also see the lights of NAIN (Nein), 
where Jesus raised the widow's only son. [Luke 7:11-17] On our left, we soon see MT. 
TABOR, which has a single light at its peak. This large, rounded hill rises up all by itself, 1850 
feet above the surrounding plain. Though not identified in the New Testament, this mountain has 
been considered the site of Jesus' transfiguration since the 4th century AD. [Mark 9:2-8] 


As we near the SEA OF GALILEE, known today as Lake Kinneret, the road suddenly plunges 
downhill. This "sea" is about 700 feet below sea level. It's approximately 13 miles long and 7 
miles wide, covering an area of 64 square miles. 


Soon, at 8:45 PM, we arrive at the ancient 
lakeside city of TIBERIAS. Herod Antipas, the 
Galilean tetrarch, founded this city about 20 AD 
as the capital of Galilee. The former capital was 
Sepphoris, 16 miles to the northwest. Tiberias 
was named for the Roman Emperor, who ruled 
14-37 AD, during the period of Jesus' ministry. 
When challenged with the question of paying 
taxes to Rome, Jesus asked for a coin, a 
denarius, which had the face of the Emperor 
Tiberias on it. [Matthew 22:15-22] Ancient 
Tiberias was built along the 1,000-foot-wide, i : cad i. 
level coastal plain that stands between the lake Figure 2. Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee 


Figure 2. Pacman (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sea_of Galilee _2008.JPG), “Sea of Galilee 2008”, 
public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self. 


and Mount Berenice, which rises 650 feet above the lake. It's unlikely Jesus was ever in ancient 
Tiberias. Jews of that time carefully avoided this Roman city because it was built over a cemetery. 
The previous town on this site was called Rakat. 


Eventually, Jews did begin to settle in Tiberias, particularly after the rabbis developed a special 
ritual to "cleanse" the city. Tiberias was not destroyed in the First Jewish Revolt (66-70 AD) 
because it gave only nominal support to the revolt and promptly surrendered to Roman troops. 
After the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, Tiberias became an important center of Jewish 
learning. The PALESTINIAN TALMUD, a very important translation and commentary on 
rabbinic laws, was compiled here about 400 AD. In 1033 AD, an earthquake destroyed Tiberias. 
Residents re-established the city a little farther north up the coast-the site of today's city. 
Maimonides, the great Jewish scholar, was 
buried in Tiberias after his death in 1204 AD. 
Altogether, Tiberias served as the capital of 
the Jewish people for nearly 700 years. It's the 
only settlement in Israel which operated 
continuously as a Jewish center through the 
1,000 year period after 70 AD. 


The region around the Sea of Galilee was 

heavily forested in Jesus' day. We know this 

from the accounts of medieval travelers. The 

; land in Galilee is very fertile. Today, within a 

Pr orate - «&=| span of 14 miles, one can see both apple 
Figure 3. Tiberias 1914-1918 orchards and banana plantations. 


According to the ancient historian Josephus, Galilee was overpopulated in Jesus' day. Its land was 
fully cultivated. These conditions prevented many people from holding land and set up stresses, 
which made the region a spawning ground for resistance movements against foreign control. In 47 
BC, Herod the Great put down a Galilean peasant revolt led by Ezekias (Hezekiah). In 6 AD, 
Ezekias' son, Judah the Galilean of Gamla, and Zadok the Pharisee, said to be founders of the 
Zealots, led a peasant revolt that may have resulted in the crucifixion of 2,000 Jews—or possibly, 
according to some historical writers, those crucifixions took place some years before 6 AD, when 
Rome brutally put down an earlier Jewish rebellion. [Acts 5:37] Ezekias' Galilean descendants are 
also believed to have been at the forefront of the 66 AD First Jewish Revolt against Rome and the 
subsequent battle at Masada, which ended in mass suicide. 


We check in at the lakeside MORIAH PLAZA HOTEL. 


Figure 3. Unknown author 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ottoman_Empire. Palestine, North Palestine, Lake Tiberias, Tiberia 
s.P03093.040.JPG), “Ottoman Empire. Palestine, North Palestine, Lake Tiberias, Tiberias.P03093.040", public 
domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-Australia 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16 — After breakfast and at the end of the day, our entire touring 
group—our bus and several others—gather together to hear two lectures on the Galilee region: 


NAZARETH is never mentioned in any literary source prior to the time of Jesus. There is a little 
spring in Nazareth, capable of supporting 500 people at most. However, no one knows the size of 
this town in Jesus' day. Nazareth was only | mile away from JAPHIA, a double-walled Jewish 
fortress destroyed in the 66—70 AD revolt 
against Rome. It was 4 miles away from 
SEPPHORIS, the capital of Galilee, in the 
earlier years of Jesus' life. Sepphoris had a 
population of about 40,000 and a theater with 
4,000 seats. It was both the market center and 
the center for recording land claims in this 
region. 


The VIA MARIS, "By the Way of the Sea," is 
the ancient highway that ran by the 
Mediterranean, passing from Cairo to 
Mesopotamia. A very important trade route, it 
passed by the northwest shore of the Sea of 
Galilee at the Plain of Gennesaret. Traveling 
from Nazareth to the Sea of Galilee, which is 
actually a lake, Jesus would have gone through 
12 towns that are no longer there. 


Jesus conducted his ministry around the 
northern half of the Sea of Galilee. In his day, 
there were no towns in the southern half of this 
lake because it was very marshy. It's estimated 
that half a million (!) people lived around the 
Sea of Galilee in this time period—Josephus claimed 3 million. The term KINNERET for the Sea 
of Galilee is based on the name for a harp. This lake appears to be harp-shaped. It's also been 
called the Sea of Tiberias. Salvadore Dali shows the Sea of Galilee in two of his famous paintings. 
This lake is in the background of “The Sacrament of the Last Supper” and beneath the cross of 
his “Crucifixion.” The trees in this region were mostly all cut down because, when Galilee was 
under the possession of the Ottoman Turks, taxation was based on the number of trees on one's 


property. 


Traveling from Nazareth to the Sea of Galilee, Jesus would have passed through a deep ravine, 
which would lead him to the community of MAGDALA, or Migdal Nunaya in Hebrew, which 
means "Tower of Fish." It is on the western shore of this lake, between Tiberias [south] and 


Figure 4. William R. Shepherd (1871-1934) (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ancient_Galilee.jpg), 
“Ancient Galilee”, public domain, see: https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/Template: PD-self 


Capernaum [north]. Magdala was the home of Mary Magdalene. It is believed to have had a 
population of 30,000 and a fishing fleet of 300 boats. Magdala fish, caught from the Sea of 
Galilee and salted, were known and eaten throughout the Roman Empire. Little is left of ancient 
Magdala now, though two streets of the town were discovered in more recent times. The modern 
town of Migdal is up the road from the ancient city. Contrary to popular belief, the New 
Testament does not describe Mary Magdalene as a reformed prostitute. It simply says that seven 
demons had gone out of her. [Luke 8:2] 


Farther up the lake, the lakeside town of CAPERNAUM was the main base of Jesus’ ministry. 
Apparently of some importance, the town had both a Roman garrison and a customs house. In the 
7th century AD, Muslims destroyed this town stone by stone because of its association with Jesus. 
We still have no idea how big it was. The fields around it have not yet been excavated. 


Ancient CHORAZIN is 2.5 miles up the hill from lakeside Capernaum. It covered 12 acres and 
was built on a series of terraces. The exact location of ancient BETHSAIDA is not known. 
However, it likely was located farther up the lake, near where the upper Jordan River empties into 
the Sea of Galilee. The Apostles Peter, Andrew, and Philip were born in Bethsaida. [John 1:44; 
12:21] In Bethsaida, Jesus healed a 
PALESTINE siden «, ‘3 | blind man [Mark 8:22—26] and fed 
THE ae =. | the 5,000. [Luke 9:10-17] Before 
TIME or CHRIST f° pw ykee Ss 4 “perme | 2 BC, the tetrarch Philip rebuilt and 
p—tesoraues NT Sane “| renamed the city BETHSAIDA- 
i vy ara, _ | JULIUS in honor of Caesar 
| Augustus' daughter. The tetrarch 
died there in 34 AD. Today there's 
a JULIUS TEL in this area which 
has not been excavated—where 
Herod had his temple. Chorazin, 
| Bethsaida, and even Capernaum 
rejected Jesus' ministry. Thus, Jesus 
_| proclaimed that their lot would be 
| hard at the Last Judgment. [Luke 
~ 10:13-15] 
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Figure 5. The Decapolis Cities - East of Galilee and Samaria 
The eastern side of the Sea of Galilee was largely Gentile. It was part of the DECAPOLIS 
region, east of Galilee and Samaria. The Decapolis was a federation of Greek cities. This area was 
first Hellenized, then later Romanized. The town of GERGESA (GERGASA), also known as 
Kursi, on the east side of the Sea of Galilee, was discovered in more recent times when the Israeli 
government was building a road to the nearby Golan heights. 


Figure 5. William Walter Smith 

(https://archive.org/details/studentshistoricO000revw/page/97/mode/lup), From “The Littlefield Journey Maps”, 
1910, by Wm. Walter Smith, subsequently published as Map No. 21. The Thirty Years of Private Life of Our Lord 
in “The Students’ Historical Geography of the Holy Land,” by Rev. William Walter Smith, 1924, public domain. 


Mark's Gospel indicates that Jesus made a trip to TYRE, where the Syrophoenician woman 
convinced him to exorcize her daughter. Jesus traveled on to SIDON, then returned by way of the 
Decapolis, where he privately healed a deaf man. [Mark 7:24-37] Jesus traveled north from 
Galilee on another occasion. To get there, he passed through the HULEH VALLEY, which was 
then swampy and malarial. 


The Decapolis town of HIPPUS, on the mountaintop, is still in ruins. It had many magnificent 
buildings, but it has been victimized by looters. GAMLA, which means "camel" in Aramaic 
because of its geographic setting, is situated on the spine of a high cliff about 6 miles northeast of 
the Sea of Galilee. It was settled about 150 BC by Babylonian Jews. It was the birthplace of the 
Jewish Zealot movement, and their central stronghold was east of the Sea of Galilee. Gamla's 
population climbed to about 10,000 as fleeing Jews took shelter here during the First Jewish 
Revolt against the Romans. In 67 AD, the Romans finally breached this city's defenses. 4,000 
Jewish men were killed by the sword. An additional 5,000 men, women, and children died, when 
they either jumped to their deaths to avoid capture or stampeded in panic and were crushed as 
they fell down Gamla's steep slopes. Gamla's synagogue may date back as far as the 1st century 
BC. On the GOLAN HEIGHTS there are stone age graves. BET SHE'AN has the best 
preserved ancient Roman theater in Israel-6,000 to 8,000 seats. 


Hebrew was the scholarly language, but not the spoken language of Jesus' day. Jesus spoke 
Aramaic, which a small group of people still speak today. All ancient maps are oriented with the 
east facing up. The east was where the sun rose and where daytime had its beginning. Following 
the 70 AD destruction of Jerusalem, it wasn't until the 4th century AD that Jews were allowed 
back in Jerusalem, and the city then resumed its name, discarding its Roman name of Aelia 
Capitolina. It has been said that after Jerusalem's destruction, early Christians from that city fled 
north to PELLA, where a tel remains to be excavated. This tel might reveal important 
information about early Christianity. Our lecturer, however, discounted this notion, saying there 
was some doubt among scholars that early Christians actually did flee to Pella. 


We begin our bus tour. It is soon evident that the land on the northern section of the Sea of 
Galilee is extremely rocky. The area is covered with rocks and ledges of black basalt. The 
vegetation in between all the rocks appears very green and fertile. This once was a volcanic 
region, which explains the color of the rock and the presence of hot springs in the area. 

Near Tabgha, we visit the CHURCH OF THE BEATITUDES, which was built in 1937 ona 
vibrant green hillside overlooking the Sea of Galilee. This is the traditional site where Jesus 
delivered his Sermon on the Mount. Instead of facing east, as many Christian churches do, this 
church faces the Sea of Galilee, just as Jesus would have done in giving his sermon. This 
beautiful, domed church is octagonal in shape to symbolize the traditional 8 Beatitudes—the two 
beatitudes on the persecuted [Matthew 5:10—12] are combined to make the 8th. It seems ironic 
that this church was built under the regime of Mussolini. We read Matthew 5:1-12. 


Figure 6. Church of the Beatitudes Figure 7. Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount 
Carl Bloch (1834-1890) 


We drive by CHORAZIN on a winding road up in the hills above the Sea of Galilee. The town is 
ona small hill. It's presently being excavated. It 
is built of very black rocks, typical of the region. 
The synagogue here is said to be one of the 
earliest in this area. We pass by banana trees and 
mango groves. We arrive at CAPERNAUM. A |: 
cool breeze blows in from the lake, just a stone's 
throw away. In Hebrew, Capernaum means "the 
village of Nahum." This community was on the 
Via Maris, "the world's most important 
highway." After leaving Nazareth, Jesus "made 
his home" in Capernaum. [Matthew 3:13] We 
see the stone foundation which many modern 
scholars believe is the remains of the HOUSE Figure 8. Possible Remains of Peter’s House 
OF PETER, Jesus' disciple. 


Ancient fishhooks have been found on this site, as well as wall inscriptions that identify this as an 
early place of Christian worship. Capernaum houses of this period had only one story. They had 
several rooms surrounding a central, open courtyard. The roofs were made of criss-crossed 


Figure 6. Berthold Werner (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Berg_der_Seligpreisungen_BW_4.JPG), 
“Berg der Seligpreisungen BW 4", public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 


Figure 7. Carl Bloch artist QS:P170,Q547055 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bloch-SermonOnTheMount.jpg), “Bloch-SermonOnTheMount”, public 
domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-old 


Figure 8. Berthold Werner (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kafarnaum_ BW _25.jpg), “Kafarnaum BW 
25", public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 
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sticks, sometimes combined with straw and earth. The largest room in this house was the site of a 
4" century AD "house church." It is partially overlaid by the octagonal foundations of a Sth 
century AD church. Remnants of this church's mosaic floor are still visible. The mosaic in the 
center of the octagon shows a peacock, the symbol of eternal life. It was in Peter's house that 
Jesus performed the healing of Peter's mother-in-law. [Luke 4:38-39] 


In 1990, a round church commemorating Peter was built, suspended over this house. The church 
protects the ancient site and was designed not to be higher than the ancient synagogue nearby. 
Inside the church, one can, through a clear panel, look down upon the remains of Peter's dwelling. 
The famous Franciscan archaeologist, Virgilio Corbo, excavated Capernaum for 20 years. He 
reconstructed its ancient synagogue and arranged for the construction of the modern church. 
After Corbo's death in 1991, his body was buried beside Peter's House and beneath this church. 


rine 


Figure 9. Saint Peter Church - Built 1990 Figure 10. Possible Remains of Peter’s House 


Not far from Peter's house, we see the ruins of 
CAPERNAUM'S SYNAGOGUE, which 
dates back to the 4" century AD. This 
synagogue was built on the black basalt 
foundations of an earlier synagogue. The earlier 
one is presumably the one built by the Roman 
Centurion [Luke 7:5] and the one Jesus taught 
in. Due to its intricate carvings and imported 
limestone, the 4" century synagogue reflects a “ae 
wealthier Capernaum than Jesus knew. Figure | 


1. Synagogue of Capernaum 


Figure 9. Berthold Werner (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kafarnaum_ BW _23.jpg), “Kafarnaum BW 
23", public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 


Figure 10. Berthold Werner (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kafarnaum_BW_6.JPG), “Kafarnaum BW 
6", public domain, see: https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 


Figure 11. Berthold Werner (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kafarnaum_BW_20.jpg), “Kafarnaum BW 
20", public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 


In Capernaum’s synagogue, men and women were separated—typical of the time. A stairway on 
the back of the ruin leads to an upper gallery for women. 


While in Capernaum, we see a limestone lintel set off to the 
side. That lintel depicts the famed ARK OF THE 
COVENANT-1t appears in a kind of wagon-as it is brought 
back to the Jews from the Philistines. This is the only ancient 
depiction of this event known in Israel today. On our Tower 
airline flight to Israel, groups of Orthodox Jews gathered at 
the back of the plane to 
pray. They faced 
Jerusalem, wore prayer 

Figure 12. Ark of the Covenant shawls, and rocked back 

and forth. In Jewish 

understanding, a gathering of 10 Jewish men constitutes a 
synagogue. In Jesus' day, synagogues played a primary role as 
places for religious instruction, where the Torah was read and 
its teachings were interpreted. After the 70 AD destruction of 
the great Jerusalem Temple, the role of worship became, by 
necessity, more important at local synagogues. 


Jesus performed many miracles in Capernaum, with the result 
that his fame spread throughout the region. [Luke 4:37,40-44] 
In Capernaum, Jesus healed the Centurion's servant [Matthew 
8:5—13] and the paralyzed man let down through the roof of a 
house [Peter's house?]. [Mark 2:1—12] At Capernaum's 


Figure 13. Jesus Heals a Paralyzed 
synagogue, Jesus cured a man possessed of a demon [Luke Man in Capernaum 


4:31—36]. Jesus walked on the sea near Capernaum [John Alexandra Bida (1808-1895) 
6:16—21] and proclaimed: 


"T am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty." [John 6:35] 


In Capernaum, Jesus directed Peter to catch a fish with a coin in its mouth, to pay the annual 
Temple tax that Jesus and Peter owed. This tax was collected each March from all adult Jewish 
males. [Matthew 17:24—27] Presumably, this is the basis for certain fish in the Sea of Galilee 
being called "St. Peter's Fish." In a Capernaum house, Jesus taught his disciples many things. For 
example, Jesus took a child in his arms and said: 


Figure 12. Abraham (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:0000_Kafarnaum_Abraham_OFM_ 2004 _01.JPG), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 13. Alexandre Bida (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jesus_heals_ the man_with_palsy.png), 


“Jesus heals the man with palsy’, public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-old 
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"Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me." [Mark 9:37] 


Returning to Tiberias, we visit KIBBUTZ GINNOSAR, where we see a model and slide 
presentation on the 1986 discovery of an ancient Ist century AD Sea of Galilee fishing boat—of 
the class Jesus and his disciples might have 
used. This boat was found buried off shore, 

y | just north of Migdal. It is 26.5 feet long, 7.5 

| feet wide, and 4.5 feet wide. Boats of this kind 
could carry 10 passengers, a helmsman, and 
four oarsmen, each with his own oar. 
Sometimes, these boats had sails. A platform 
at the stern would have been used for net 
fishing. Sandbags were used to trim the vessel 
when sailing; otherwise, they were stored 
beneath this platform. In the Gospel story, 
pies tee eon aula oe Jesus likely slept under this platform, using a 


sandbag as his "cushion." [Mark 4:35—41] We sail 
out onto the SEA OF GALILEE. It's a beautiful 
day. The water is as smooth as glass. We worship 
together, led by a fellow United Church of Christ 
minister in our tour group. We worship God and 
remember the time on this same "sea" when Jesus 
stilled the storm. [Mark 4:35-41] Many believe 
that the Sea of Galilee holds a great treasure, 
which so far has eluded all recovery attempts. A 
gold-laden boat is said to have sunk somewhere in 


this lake during the Ottoman Turk retreat in World [E= —— — 
War I. Figure 15. Sea of Galilee Near Tiberias 


At lunch in Tiberias, many in our number eat ST. PETER'S FISH—a kind of lake bass. The 
bravest among us eat it just as it was caught—the eyeballs still staring at us. Fileted or not, this fish 
is delicious. Back on the bus, we see the town of SAFED ona hill high above us. Long after 
Jesus' time, Safed became a center of Jewish mysticism and the Kabbalah. This town certainly 
reminds one of Jesus’ "city built on a hill (which) cannot be hid." [Matthew 5:14] In ancient 
times, cities were usually built on hills, as a means of protection. We pass by avocado trees. 


Figure 14. Jack1956 (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Galileeboat.jpg), “Galileeboat”, public domain, see: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 


Figure 15. mfa (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:PikiWiki_Israel_40066 Cities in Israel.JPG), 
“PikiWiki Israel 40066 Cities in Israel”, public domain, see: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-author 
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We arrive at the lakeside town HEPTAPEGON, meaning "seven 
wells"—in short form, called TABGHA. This is the traditional site 
where Jesus miraculously fed the 5,000. [Matthew 14:13-21] A 
Christian church—perhaps the earliest one in Galilee—was built here in 
350 AD. A Byzantine church succeeded it in 480 AD. The present 
Benedictine Order church, 
completed in 1981, is called 
the CHURCH OF THE 
MULTIPLICATION OF 
BREAD. Under its altar, 
there is an outcropping of 
rock where, according to 
" tradition, Jesus placed the 
Figure 16. Church ofthe bread and fish of his miracle. 
Multiplication of Bread On the floor in front of this 
altar there is a beautiful Figure 17. Traditional Site Where Jesus 
mosaic from the 5th century AD Byzantine church, Miraculously Fed the 5,000 
unearthed in the 1930's, which shows a basket of four 
loaves, flanked on either side by a single lake fish. Nearby, this mosaic floor depicts flowers and 
birds not native to Galilee. The mosaic also depicts the Nile and a "nileometer," used to measure 
the Nile's depth. Despite the antiquity of this traditional site, the Gospels themselves seem to 
indicate that this miraculous feeding took place on the eastern or northeastern shore of this lake. 


The Franciscan CHURCH OF THE PRIMACY, built in 1934, is on the shore nearby. 


Figure 18. Church of the Primacy - Traditional Site Where the 
Risen Christ Appeared to his Disciples on the Sea of Galilee 


Figure 16. Berthold Werner (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brotvermehrungskirche BW_13.JPG), 
“Brotvermehrungskirche BW 13", public domain, sees: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 


Figure 17. Berthold Werner (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brotvermehrungskirche BW_4.JPG), 
“Brotvermehrungskirche BW 4", public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 


Figure 18. Berthold Werner (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Primatskapelle BW_5.jpg), 
“Primatskapelle BW 5", public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 
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This is the traditional place where the risen Christ appeared to his 
disciples, who had been fishing without catching anything all night. 
Jesus told them to fish on the right side of their boat, which caused 
| them to fill their nets with 153 large fish, to be exact. [John 
21:6—-16] The risen Christ fed these disciples breakfast, then 
commissioned Peter. Indeed, this is one of my most favorite 
passages of scripture. Even today, fishing on the Sea of Galilee is 
usually done at night. The catch is mostly fresh-water sardines and 
St. Peter's fish. The latter fish does not like the cold. At colder 
times of the year, large concentrations of this fish can be found 
near Tabgha because of the warm water springs that flow into the 
lake here. A large rock on the shore, now enclosed by the church, 
is called MENSA DOMINI ("Table of the Lord"). It is the 
traditional site where this breakfast took place. 


Figure 19. The Traditional Traveling to the other 
“Table of the Lord” side of the lake, we come 
to GERGESA 
(GERGASA). The hills here are very rounded, covered 
with green, and deeply creased at their flanks. Here, 
Jesus cured the demoniac. The evil spirits entered a 
nearby herd of pigs, which then rushed into the Sea of 
Galilee, drowning themselves. [Luke 8:26—39] 
There is a Byzantine church on the traditional site of this 
event. However, our guide believes the site is probably a 
mile farther down the road, where the hills actually come 
down to the water. 


As we make our way around the western side of the Sea ||_ 
of Galilee, we pass HIPPUS on our left. It was named Figure 20. The Gadarene Demoniacs 
for the series of connected green hills that look like the Léonard Gaultier (c.1561-1641) 
head, neck, shoulders, and body of a horse that is lying 

down. Hippus is one of the cities in the Decapolis. It is where Jesus told the demoniac to go after 
his exorcism. 


Figure 19. Berthold Werner (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Primatskapelle BW_2.JPG), 
“Primatskapelle BW 2", public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 


Figure 20. Léonard Gaultier 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Léonard_ Gaultier, The Gadarene Demoniacs, probably_c._ 1576-1580 
, NGA_48126.jpg), “Léonard Gaultier, The Gadarene Demoniacs, probably c. 1576-1580, NGA 48126", 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 

[Note: The Gospel of Matthew refers to the site of this miracle as Gadarene, whereas Mark and Luke refer to its 
site as Gerasene. Both communities are a distance away from the Sea of Galilee. It is now thought that likely this 
miracle was at Gergesa (Gergasa), which is beside that Sea.] 
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We come to YARDENIT, where the JORDAN RIVER emerges from the southern end of the 
sea. Usually, the outflow from the Sea of Galilee is dammed to the point where the Jordan is very 
low. But today, due to a particularly rainy season, the dam is opened enough to make the Jordan 
River very high and strong. In its 65 mile trip south to the Dead Sea, the Jordan drops an average 
of 9 feet per mile. In a very special moment, we witness the BAPTISM of one of our tour 
members by her United Church of Christ minister, who is our fellow traveler. Many of us take this 
opportunity to fill bottles with Jordan River water to bring home. 


There were these three basic regions of Jews 
in ancient Palestine: Judea, Galilee, and 
Transjordan. The Jewish women of Galilee 
were more independent than their 
counterparts. If her husband moved to 
another region, the Galilean wife could 
choose whether she would move or not. 
Other Jewish women in ancient Palestine did 
not have that choice. The term "The Galilee" 
refers to the region. Corban was money 
dedicated to the Temple. The owner retained 
possession and use of such dedicated money. 
However, the owner's relatives could no 
longer make any claims on it, even for the 
support of an elderly parent. Galilean Jews, 
including Jesus, were against this practice. [Mark 7:11-13] 


Figure 21. A Site for Baptisms on the Jordan River 


Today we have traveled in a complete circle around 
the Sea of Galilee. On our way back to Tiberias, 
and just south of it, we pass through HAMMAT 
TIBERIAS, an ancient fortified city. Since ancient 
times, the hot springs of this town have been 
renowned for their supposed healing properties. 
These springs, said to be the hottest in Israel, gush 
out of the earth at 140 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Probably this is the city of Levites, called 
Hammoth-Dor, mentioned in the Bible. [Joshua 
21:32] There is a 3rd century AD synagogue here. 
Also, the Romans built a temple to Hygiea, the 
goddess of health, here. 


Hammat Tiberias 


Figure 21. Christian Engeln, Munich, Germany (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jordan_Taufstelle.jpg), 
“Jordan Taufstelle”, public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 


Figure 22. Aaadir (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:n”_v27°72.jpg), “ma v37"n2", 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17 — From our lakeside hotel in Tiberias, we can see the snow- 
covered slopes of MOUNT HERMON in the distance to the northeast. Its summit, in Syria, is 
over 9,000 feet high. Its lower southern slopes are in Israel. [Psalm 133:3] 


Before leaving the Sea of Galilee, we 
see the HORNS OF HATTIN area 
beside it with its mountain peaks, 
valley, and plain. The Crusaders were 
defeated here in 1187 AD by Saladin, 
who was a Kurd. This was one of the 
most important battles in the Holy 
Land between Muslims and 
Christians, as it brought the Latin 
Kingdom of Jerusalem to an end. We 
also see numerous cactus plants. 


Figure 23. Horns of Hattin Area beside the Sea of Galilee 


We atrive at the Arab town of KAFR KANNA, the traditional site of CANA, where Jesus 
performed his first miracle, turning water into wine at a 
wedding feast. [John 2:1-11] There we see the Franciscan 
SHRINE OF CANA. This shrine is modeled after the 
cathedral in Salzburg, Austria. Literature at the shrine says 
that remnants of a 3rd AD century Christian church have 
been found on this site. However, we have been told that 
the original Cana of the New Testament has been identified 
in more recent times as a rather inaccessible settlement, 
KHIRBET QANA, north of this town in the Netofa 
Valley. 


On the path to the Cana shrine, we walk by ST. 
NATHANAEL CHURCH, built according to tradition, 
where Jesus' disciple Nathanael was born. Two ancient 
synagogues have been discovered in Kafr Kanna—one for 
Jews and one for early Jewish Christians. Here, as in many 
other towns in the early period of Christianity, each of these two 
groups lived in its own separate section of the town. While in Kafr Kanna, I officiate at a service 


Figure 24. Shrine of Cana 


Figure 23. Rosewoman 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Qarne_Hittin, site of Saladin's (1137-1193) devastating defeat_of th 
e forces_of Guy_de Lusignan_and Raymond _ of Tripoli_on July 4, 1187.jpg), “Qarne Hittin, site of Saladin's 
(1137-1193) devastating defeat of the forces of Guy de Lusignan and Raymond of Tripoli on July 4, 1187", 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 24. Berthold Werner (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kafr_Kanna_BW_1.JPG), “Kafr Kanna 
BW 1", public domain, see: https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 
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of RE-AFFIRMATION OF MARITAL VOWS for two of my parishioners who are fellow 
travelers. Their joy and happiness on this occasion are shared by our entire group. 


We pass through the town of GATH-HEPHER which, by tradition, is the birthplace of the 
prophet Jonah. [II Kings 14:25] We arrive in NAZARETH, where Jesus spent his early years. 
We stop to see an overview of this city built on a 
hill. Almost all the streets in this town run up and 
down this hill. Christian Arabs make up about 40% 
of Nazareth's population. Many Christian Arabs are 
Greek Orthodox. We visit the 300-year-old Greek 
Orthodox CHURCH OF THE 
ANNUNCIATION, otherwise known as the 
Church of St. Gabriel. 


It is built over a site referred to aa MARY’S 
WELL or THE SPRING OF THE VIRGIN 
MARY, where, according to Apocryphal writings = /£ So 
and Greek Orthodox Christians, the Angel Gabriel Figure 25. Church of the Annunciation 

first appeared to Mary. This church has an active in Nazareth 

congregation. We read the Annunciation: Luke 

1:26-38. We enter the church and descend to the remains of a Crusader Church on a lower level, 
where that well is located. Not our group, but several 
other visitors drink from the single cup attached to the 
well. 


We don't visit it, but nearby is the newly constructed 
Roman Catholic BASILICA OF THE 
ANNUNCIATION which has a distinctive conical 
roof. This church is built over the traditional site of 
Mary's house. Roman Catholics claim that this 
~ rom Basilica, not the Greek Orthodox Church, is the site of 
Figure 26. Mary’s Well Mary’s Well, where the Angel Gabriel appeared to 
Church of St. Gabriel Mary. Archaeologists tend to agree, as the remains of 
very early Christian churches and a 2"-3rd century 
AD inscription, Xe Mapia, meaning "Hail Mary," have been found here. 


In Jesus' day, Nazareth was a remote community in the hills, away from the main trade routes. 


Figure 25. Berthold Werner (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nazaret_Gabrielskirche BW_11.JPG), 
“Nazaret Gabrielskirche BW 11", public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 


Figure 26. Gerd Eichmann 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File: Nazareth-Griechisch-orthodoxe_Verkuendigungskirche-38-Grotte-2010 
-gje.jpg), https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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Upon first hearing of Jesus, 
Nathanael/Nathaniel (Bartholomew), 
Jesus' disciple-to-be, snidely remarked: 


"Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?" [John 1:46] 


Early church chroniclers say that 
descendants of Jesus! family lived in 
Nazareth as farmers until at least the 3rd 
century AD. Specifically mentioned are 
Jude, "the consanguinous (blood) 
brother of the Lord," his sons Jude and 
James, and their descendants. Members 
of this Nazareth family were said to have 
been arrested and taken to Rome for 
interrogation under the Roman Emperor Domition [81-96 AD]. They were released when their 
peasant appearance quelled suspicions that 
they were revolutionaries eager to reinstate 
the House of David, which was their 
lineage. It is said that Colon, a Nazareth 
native and descendant of Jesus' family, was 
arrested and martyred in Pamphylia of Asia 
Minor in 249 AD. As we leave Nazareth, 
we see the HILL OF PRECIPITATION, 
the traditional site where Jesus' fellow 
Nazarenes were prepared to throw him off 
the precipice to kill him. [Luke 4:28—29] In 
the distance, we also see a more modern 
Jewish settlement built in upper Nazareth, 
Figure 28. Hill of Precipitation which is called "Nazareth-Illit." 


Figure 27. Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth 


Leaving the Galilee region, our bus makes its way down steep, hairpin curves to the JEZREEL 
VALLEY. Spread out before us are fertile fields—a patchwork quilt of newly plowed, rich black 
earth and vivid green squares of flourishing plants. This valley was covered by swamps until the 

1920s, when Jews bought it from Arabs and made it so productive. The valley is nearly the same 


Figure 27. Almog (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Habsora_from_selezian.jpg), “Habsora from 
selezian”, public domain, see: https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 


Figure 28. Matson Collection 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Northward_from_Jerusalem._Nazareth_and_Hill of Precipitation. Luk 
e 4-28-30 LOC_matpc.22945.jpg), “Northward from Jerusalem. Nazareth and Hill of Precipitation. Luke 4-28-30 
LOC matpc.22945", public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-US 
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shape as an equilateral triangle. Each side is 
about 25 miles long. Once again, though now 
from the opposite side, we see MT. TABOR. 


The ancient prophetess Deborah, her 
commander Barak, and 10,000 Israeli troops 
camped on Mt. Tabor before defeating Sisera a 
and his Canaanite troops. [Judges 4] Although 
this is the traditional site of Jesus' 
Transfiguration, it could have taken place on 
Mt. Hermon. Mt. Tabor is sometimes called 
"Little Hermon." Josephus built a fortress on 
Mt. Tabor. 


Figure 29. Mt. Tabor seen from the Jezreel Valley 


Nearby, we see MT. MOREH, the area where Gideon defeated the Midianites. [Judges 7] We 
pass through AFULA, a Jewish city of 25,000 people built in this highly agricultural valley. We 
are told that normally, one wouldn't build a city in a valley, but that's all the Jews could afford 
when they came to Israel earlier in the 20" century. 


We arrive at TEL 
MEGIDDO, an ancient city 
and elevated mound that 

f| was on the major trade 
route known as the Via 
Maris (“by way of the sea’). 
That route connected Egypt 
with communities in regions 
far north of it. A tel usually 
has a distinctive flat top 

§| because it contains the 
remains of successive 
settlements built over one 
another. More battles were 
fought at Megiddo over the 
control of the Via Maris 
than anywhere else. The Via 
Maris was a transportation link between two major rivers, the Nile and the Euphrates. Armies 
from both ends of this highway often met in the relatively fertile land around Megiddo to fight. 


Figure 30. Tel Megiddo 


Figure 29. Eliot from The Negev (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mount_Tabor3.jpg), “Mount Tabor3", 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 30. AVRAMGR (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:TEL_MEGIDO_AERIAL _C.JPG), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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Megiddo, also known as 
ARMAGEDDON, was 
destroyed and rebuilt 25 times. In 
Apocalyptic imagery, 
Armageddon is designated as the 
site of a final cosmic battle 
between good and evil. 
[Revelation 16:16] 


A 5,000 BC circular Canaanite 
altar has been found on 
Megiddo. It has steps to be able 

to walk up on it, and it is Roel cecal = Sie AGA 

believed to have been used for eee ia sei 

Canaanite sacrifices and other rituals. The name Megiddo appears in 15th century BC Egyptian 
documents of Thutmose HI. King David conquered the 15th successive city built on this site, and 
he went on to build the 16th city. Megiddo was abandoned in the 4th century BC and never 


Figure 32. Canaanite Circular Altar Figure 33. Megiddo Scale Model 


resettled. We view a scale model of Megiddo as it was in the Solomonic era. Over 50% of the 
settlement was then used for chariots and horses—450 chariots. It wasn't until King David’s time 
that the Israelites had iron to build chariots. Early Hebrews didn't ride horses. They rode in 


Figure 31. Rogier van der Weyden creator QS:P170,Q68631 Stephanemartin. Original painting: 
Rogier_van_der_Weyden. Adjusted and resized by ca:user:amadalvarez 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Polyptyc_last_judgment-r.jpg), “Polyptyc last judgment-r”, public 
domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-old 


Figure 32. Immanuel Giel (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tel_ Megiddo_31.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 33. Hoshvilim (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tel_ Megiddo_ Antiquities 23.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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chariots hitched to horses. In the actual ruins, very 
little remains from the Solomonic period. 


However, our guide shows us the partial remains of 
a rock gate from that era. Situated at the top ofa 
steep, narrow ramp up this elevated mound, this 
rock gate allowed only one chariot into Megiddo at 
a time. This was a security measure. Of course, it 
was virtually impossible to turn a chariot around on 
this ramp. From the top of this tel, we see the road 
to SAMARIA which Jesus may have traveled. 
[Luke 9:51-62] 


Figure 34. Narrow Entry Gate to Megiddo 


Our guide also points out a stone trough for horses, 
which he says is likely the type of MANGER Jesus 
,| would have been placed in after his birth in a 
Bethlehem stable. 


As a defensive measure, Megiddo had a disguised 
interior 
water 
4| system 
| hewn 
out of 
the 
rock by 
King Ahab in the 9th century BC. To see it, we 
enter the large pit on Megiddo and make the very 
treacherous, steep descent down 183 steps and then 
up 80 steps in order to reach a subterranean spring 
and pool. Our tour guide tells us that “The Source” —— = 

by James Michener tells the story of Megiddo. We Figure 36. The Stairway down to Megiddo’s 
leave Megiddo and encounter beautiful almond trees eee 

with white blossoms. 


Figure 34. Acer11 (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Porte_a_tenaille de Meggido.JPG), “Porte a tenaille 
de Meggido”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 35. Ian Scott 

(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:One_of the troughs from_the_storehouses_at_Megiddo (20710104922 
).jpg), “One of the troughs from the storehouses at Megiddo (20710104922)”, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 36. Hoshvilim (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tour_of_Tel_Megiddo_31.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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On our left, as we travel north, we pass by TEL 
YOKNEAM, which has not been excavated yet. 
It contains ruins from many periods, from biblical 
times to 1139 AD, when a small Crusader fort, 
called Caymont, was built here. [Joshua 12:22] 
We are told that 80% of Israel's land is owned by 
the Jewish National Fund. 


We begin 
Figure 37. Tel Yokneam driving along 
the base of 
the CARMEL MOUNTAIN RANGE on our left. We can 
barely see the CARMELITE MONASTERY OF ST. 
ELIJAH in Muhraka, which sits high up on the southernmost 
point of this range. Built over earlier church ruins, the 
monastery is on the traditional site where the prophet Elijah 
challenged 450 priests of Baal to a contest of divinities. : 
Flowing along the valley floor, immediately to the right of our Figure 38. St. Elijah Church at 
bus, is the small KISHON BROOK. After defeating the Muhraka Monastery 
prophets of Baal, Elyah brought them down to this brook and 
killed them. [I Kings 18:20-40] The Carmel Mountain range continues along our left. Carmel 
wine is the most expensive Israeli wine. 


We come to HAIFA, Israel's third largest city and 
main port. It is industrial. 300,000 live in the city; 
200,000 live in the suburbs. Although settled long 
before Christ, Hatfa was greatly developed by the 
British earlier in this century. Entering town, we see an 
oil refinery with two huge cooling towers. During the 
Gulf War, a scud missile missed the refinery and landed 
instead in a nearby shopping center, which we pass by. 
Our tour guide says it's now called "Scud Mall." Hill- 
wise, Haifa is like San Francisco. 


39. Haifa’s Port and Bahai Temple 


Figure 37. Bukvoed (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tel-Y okneam-V2-042 1 jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 38. James Emery 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:St_Elias Church_at_the Muhraka_Monastery_0651.jpg), “St Elias 
Church at the Muhraka Monastery 0651", https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 39. Michael Paul Gollmer de:Benutzer:Mipago 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Haifa_Shrine_and_Port.jpg), “Haifa Shrine and Port”, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 
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Our bus driver deftly guides the bus up very steep, narrow, traffic-cluttered streets. Haifa never 
gets snow or ice. We stop at an overview of Haifa Harbor. We see the coast of LEBANON in the 
distance. Below us, we see the BAHAI TEMPLE, the world headquarters of the Bahai faith. 


We come to the Carmelite monastery's STELLA MARIS 
("Star of the Sea") church. The French Carmelite order was 
founded here in 1150 AD. As we get off the bus, two men 
begin playing "America the Beautiful" on trumpets. I guess 
they can tell we are Americans. They say they are from the 
disaster at Chernobyl. Inside the church, beneath the altar, 
we see the ELIJA CAVE traditionally associated with 
Elijah the prophet and his disciple Elisha. 


Figure 40. Stella Maris Monaster 


We leave the city and 
on Mt. Carmel 


drive by beautiful 
sand beaches south of Haifa. Sadly, the beaches are strewn 
with refuse. As we continue with the Carmel range on our 
left, we come to farmlands and fish farms. The Carmel 
mountain range ends, and we enter the SHARON 
VALLEY. From ancient Accadian, 
"sharon" means forest. This area was 
once heavily forested, but over the 
: centuries, all the trees were 
Fini 41,.e lak Caveduaide eventually cut down. We arrive at 
Stella Maris Church ancient CAESAREA on the 
Mediterranean Sea. It was the capital 
of Roman government in Palestine for over 600 years, the seat of Roman 
governors over Judea, and the headquarters of Roman legions stationed in 
this province. Herod the Great rebuilt this city and named it Caesar 
Augustus. The deacon Philip preached in Caesarea [Acts 8:40], and Peter 
converted a Roman centurion, Cornelius, who was stationed here. Cornelius 


; aii Figure 42. Peter 

has been called "the first Gentile Christian convert." [Acts 10—11:18] Baptizes Cornelius 
Francesco Trevisani 

Figure 40. zeev stein Pikiwiki Israel (1656-1746) 


(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:97600_stella_maris_monastery_PikiWiki_Israe 
l.jpg), “97600 stella maris monastery PikiWiki Israel”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/legalcode 


Figure 41. Larry Koester 

(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elijah_Cave_inside Stella Maris Church (6) (36502360733).jpg), 
“Elijah Cave inside Stella Maris Church (6) (36502360733)”, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 42. Francesco Trevisani artist QS:P170,Q963875 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Baptism_of_cornelius.jpg), “Baptism of Cornelius”, public domain, see: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-old 
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The Apostle Paul used Caesarea’s port numerous times in his missionary journeys. [Acts 9:30; 
18:22; 21:8; 27:12] Paul was also brought here from Jerusalem to stand trial before Roman 

officials Felix, Festus, and Agrippa II. In the process, Paul was imprisoned here for two years. 
[Acts 24-26] 


We stop at the ROMAN AQUEDUCT in Caesarea, which runs along the Mediterranean Sea. It 
was 4.5 miles long and brought water from the Crocodile River near the Mt. Carmel range. A 
second aqueduct here was 6.5 miles long, but it might not have worked. We see the 
HIPPODROME in Caesarea, which Herod the Great built in 9/10 BC. It is said to have held 
about 13,000 people in it then, and chariot races were mostly held in it. 


Figure 43. Roman Aqueduct at Caesarea Figure 44. Caesarea’s Hippodrome 


We visit the AMPITHEATRE, where the 
Apostle Paul gave his faith testimony before 
King Agrippa II. The ampitheatre faces the sea. 
Most of its seats have been reconstructed. 
Today, it can hold 2,500 people. Originally, it 
probably had an additional upper tier of seats 
and could hold 5,000 people. Seated in this 
ampitheatre, we read Paul's stirring faith 
testimony and imagine brave Paul in chains. 
[Acts 26] A very important stone was 
discovered in this ampitheatre in 1961. That 
stone was found turned upside as part of a 


Figure 45. Caesarea’s Ampitheatre 


Figure 43. Levi Meir Clancy 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_historic_archways_of the _aqueduct_at_Caesarea_along the coast 
_ of Israel_DSF3881.jpg), “The historic archways of the aqueduct at Caesarea along the coast of Israel DSF3881", 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 


Figure 44. Bukvoed (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Caesarea-S-028 jpg), “Caesarea-S-028", 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 45. Gilad Topaz (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:845°_?°071"7.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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stairway. That stone is now highly valued because it refers 
to Pontius Pilate. Though part of its inscription is damaged, 
it is believed to have said: 


"Pontius Pilate, the Prefect of Judea, has dedicated to the 
people of Caesarea a temple in honor of Tiberius." 


Thus far, that stone is the only archaeological evidence we 
have of Pilate's existence. The title "procurator" for a 
Roman governor was not used in Pilate's day. It really 
comes from a later Roman period—after the Roman 
Emperor Claudius. That original stone is now in the Israel 
Museum in Jerusalem. However, we get to see a copy of it 
during our visit to this ampitheatre. 


The historian Josephus indicated that Herod Agrippa I died 
in this ampitheatre in 44 AD. That king was dressed in 
silver robes, which shone so brightly that the crowds 
acclaimed him as a god. At that very moment, he had 
stomach pain, which led to his death five days later. A parallel account in the Book of Acts says 
he was struck down for not giving glory to God and that he was eaten by worms until death. 
[Acts 12:21-23] In the ampitheatre, we see the special section where royalty sat. 


Figure 46. Pontius Pilate Stone in the 
Israel Museum 


Roman troops in Judea were stationed here at Caesarea at the time of Jesus. But at critical times, 
those troops were sent all over the province. For example, during the Passover season, they were 
dispatched from Caesarea to Jerusalem—about 60 miles away-to keep the peace. 


The 66 AD First Jewish Revolt started in Caesarea. A pagan ceremony held on the Sabbath near a 
synagogue here provoked Hellenistic Jews to rise up against the Roman soldiers. After Rome 
destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD, Titus had 2,500 Jews killed in Caesarea gladiator contests. During 
the 132—135 AD Second Jewish Revolt, a famous rabbi and supporter of the revolt, Akib a ben 
Joseph, was killed here. The Romans flayed him. In terms of religious significance, Akiba is 
sometimes compared to the Apostle Paul. In 260—265 AD, Eusebius, the famous Christian 
historian, was born in Caesarea. About 639-640 AD, Caesarea was captured by Muslim forces. 


The Crusaders captured this town in 1101 AD. As their prize for assisting in this battle, Italian 
ships were allowed to carry back to Genoa a large goblet from Caesarea, which was said to be 


Figure 46. Carole Raddato from Frankfurt, Germany 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dedicatory_ inscription found reused_in the staircase _of the theatre_ 
of Caesarea, the first_and_ only mention_of Pontius Pilates' name _ever_unearthed, 26-36 AD, Israel_ Museu 
m, Jerusalem_(15655925251).jpg), “Dedicatory inscription found reused in the staircase of the theatre of 
Caesarea, the first and only mention of Pontius Pilates' name ever unearthed, 26-36 AD, Israel Museum, Jerusalem 
(15655925251)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 
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the "Holy Grail" from Jesus’ Last Supper. That 
"relic" is now on display at the Cathedral of St. 
Lawrence in Genoa, Italy. The Crusaders 
constructed a fortress and a moat around the 
castle here. They built over only a small portion of 
the old Roman city. That old city covered nearly 
4,000 acres and is now being excavated. 


Figure 47. “The Holy Grail” in Genoa 
received from Crusaders at Caesarea 


falls. When Jesus said he was going up to Jerusalem, 
that was literally true. Finally, at 6:17 PM, we see the 
lights of JERUSALEM!! We are not the first 
pilgrims to arrive here. As the Psalmist wrote: 


Figure 48. Crusaders’ City Gate of Caesarea 


"T was glad when they said to me, 'Let us go to the house of the LORD!' Our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together... 
PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM." [Psalm 122:1-3,6] 


Our bus brings us to the HYATT REGENCY HOTEL on MOUNT SCOPUS, where we'll stay 
for 5 nights through Sunday night. The Mount is named for the fact that Roman troops were once 
stationed on this hill to watch the city. Before the 1967 Six-Day War, this area was in Jordan. 


Figure 49. Modern View of Jerusalem from Mount Scopus 


Figure 47. Sylvain Billet (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sacro_Catino_Graal.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 48. Berthold Werner (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Caesarea_maritima_BW_8.JPG), “Caesarea 
maritima BW 8", public domain, see: https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/Template: PD-self 


Figure 49. Mujaddara 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_by_ Mujaddara_- panoramio (2689).jpg), “Jerusalem by 
Mujaddara - panoramio (2689)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 
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Figure 50. Map of Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus 
(From Samuel Butler’s 1907 “Atlas of Ancient and Classical Geography” ) 


Figure 50. Samuel Butler creator QS:P170,Q1351792 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Butler_Palestina_2 E.jpg), “Butler Palestina 2 E”, public domain, see: 


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-Gutenberg 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18 — We see a portion of Jerusalem's HEBREW UNIVERSITY. 
We stop for an overview of Jerusalem, where we meet our first onslaught of Jerusalem pedlars. 
Our guide tells us, “Remember, don't let them hand you anything you're not prepared to buy.” We 
read Psalm 125: 


"As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his people, from 
this time on and forevermore." 


Se 


Figure 51. One of the Hebrew University’s campuses — on Mt. Scopus 


Today is the birthday of one of our parishioners. Our whole bus celebrates it with her. As our 
guide tells us: Jewish businessmen do not stay at the Hyatt, because it is "out of town" and not in 
the Jewish area. Thus, the hotel specializes in conventions and tour groups. All Jerusalem 
buildings are built of cut stone of various kinds. The average wage for Israeli workers is about 
$1,200—2,000 per month. A 2-bed apartment, not in a good neighborhood, costs about $300 per 
month. No Jew can live in an Arab area. They have a completely different standard of living. 
Messianic Jews accept Jesus as their Lord. However, Jews do not consider them to be real Jews. 


Since Israel became a state in 1948, 2.5 million Jews have come here from 100 different countries. 
80% of the Jews in Israel are non-practicing Jews. They are not atheists. They all keep the 
Sabbath and have Bar Mitzvahs. There are hardly any non-religious marriages in Israel. The best 
pork chops are in Israel; however, one can be kosher if one wants. All hotels maintain kosher. For 
example, one never gets milk with coffee at dinner time. The airline El Al does not fly on Shabbat. 
We pass by the Prime Minister's office, where a Druse demonstration is taking place. We pass by 
a building that houses Israel's counterpart to the IRS. Our guide calls it the "Wailing Wall." 
Israelis pay about 50% of their income to taxes. Israel pays about 25% of its national budget for 
security. 


The Rabbinate, made up of both Ashkenazi (Western) and Sephardi (Oriental) Chief Rabbis, is the 


Figure 51. Hagai Agmon-Snir cels ea sou Guo TY NNOY-WIPT 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:MountScopusDec032022_04.jpg), cropped by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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official religious authority in Israel. Rabbinical courts have complete authority over Israeli Jews, in 
such personal matters as marriage, divorce, and burial. Most Jews descend from the House of 
David. Some have claimed that Ethiopian Jews are descendants of the lost tribe known as Dan. 
Our guide suggests that to learn more about the modern history of Jerusalem, one could read the 
books “O, Jerusalem” and “Exodus.” Jerusalem has a population of 600,000. About 2/3 are Jews, 
and 1/3 are Arabs. About 10% of the Arabs are Christians. 


Near the Knesset, we come to a large, bronze-sculpted MENORAH 
with seven branches, which was given to Israel by the British Parliament 
in 1956. This menorah is a symbol of modern Israel. It employs biblical 
and modern images to depict both Israel's suffering and Israel's great 
hope through God's continuing faithfulness. Among its many scenes, this 
menorah depicts the horrors of the Holocaust and the miracle of 
Ezekiel's valley of dry bones brought back to life by God. With the 
creation of the State of Israel, this menorah and the hope of the Jewish 
people begin to grow again. On the menorah's outer arms are these 
words from Zechariah 4:6: 


"Not by might, not by power, but by my spirit, says the LORD of Figure 52. Jerusalem 
hosts." Knesset Menorah 


Seven branch menorahs were used in the ancient 
Jewish Temple. They were made of gold and were 
plain, with no scenes depicted on them. Ever since 
=| the destruction of the Temple, seven-branch 

«| menorahs, without lights, have been a special 

#| symbol for Jews. Yet, at Hanukkah, Jews use eight 
i} branch menorahs, which are lit. A ninth branch, or 
| socket, is reserved for the server. 


We come to the SECOND TEMPLE MODEL, 
which portrays the appearance of Jerusalem in 66 
AD. It was built in the 1950s ona scale of 1:50 by 
the late archaeologist Michael Avi-Yonah. The city 
represented in this model is about twice the size of Jerusalem's Old City today. 


Figure 53. Second Temple Model of 
Jerusalem in 66 AD 


Figure 52. Fallaner 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy_Land_2018 (2) P148 Jerusalem_Knesset_Menorah.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 53. Gary Todd from Xinzheng, China 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Model_of_Jerusalem_During Time of Jesus _& Second Temple (414 
11198620).jpg), “Model of Jerusalem During Time of Jesus & Second Temple (41411198620)”, 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 
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90% of Jerusalem will never be excavated. Josephus gave us most of our information on ancient 
Jerusalem, but some was also gathered from the 
Mishnah, the Talmud, and the New Testament. In the 
time of Herod the Great, more was done to Jerusalem 
than was done in the preceding 500 years. For the most 
part, this model shows what Jesus knew about 
Jerusalem. At Jerusalem's destruction in 70 AD, hardly 
one stone was left standing on another. 


In this model, GOLGOTHA appears as a great rock 
[See arrow in image at right] outside the city wall. The 
traditional belief is that Jesus carried the cross from the 
fortress Antonia to Golgotha. Archaeologists have 
challenged the route, but not the event. In Jesus! day, 
about 25,000 people lived in Jerusalem. It's estimated 
that at the yearly festival of Passover, the population 
swelled to 100,000. The Ark of the Covenant was not in 
the Second Temple then. All that remained then was the 
stone upon which the Ark had stood. When the High 
Priest went into the "Holy of Holies" once a year to 
perform his duties, a rope was tied around his waist. In 
case he died (was struck dead), he could be pulled out 
again. We are 


Figure 54. Golgotha in Second Temple Model 


told that 
Orthodox 
Figure 55. Model of the Second Temple Jews do not 
in 66 AD sisit 


Jerusalem’s Temple Mount today, because they fear 
they might walk on the "Holy of Holies" and die. 


The columns in that Second Temple were so large, it 
took three Roman soldiers with arms outstretched to 
encircle one. The trial of Jesus may have taken place in 


the ANTONIA. Figure 56. Antonia Fortress in 
Second Temple Model 


Figure 54. Dan Lundberg 

(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:20110225 Israel_0422 Jerusalem_(5539907853).jpg), “20110225 
Israel 0422 Jerusalem (5539907853)”, arrow added by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 55. Ariely (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Second_Temple.jpg), “Second Temple”, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 56. Ariely (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Antonia_Fortress.jpg), “The Antonia Fortress”, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode 
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The basic core of the ancient city of Jerusalem, which existed in 
»,| the Bronze and Iron ages, is thought to have been located on 

“| the land below that Temple Mount. That early settlement area 

| is sometimes referred to now by its biblical name, the CITY 
OF DAVID. The Pool of Siloam [See arrow in image at left] 
was also in that lower 
area. After healing a 
man blind from birth, 
Jesus instructed him 
to wash his eyes in 
that pool. [John 9] 


We travel away from 


Figure 57. Model of the 
City of David Jerusalem and see the 


HERODIUM in the 
distance. It appears as a flat-topped mountain. It was ae 
one of the fortresses, along with Masada, that Herod the Figure 58. The Herodium seen from above 
Great built. Herod is also buried at the Herodium. 


z } We arrive in BETHLEHEM, the birthplace of Jesus. The 


recites the Lord’s Prayer in Aramaic, the language of Jesus. 
Many purchase beautiful olive wood sculptures and Nativity 
sets here. I purchase 125 small communion cups for $30 for 
my congregation’s use on Maundy Thursday. Bethlehem is 
also the site where Ruth and Boaz fell in love [Ruth 1-4] and 
Ruth’s great grandson, King David, was born. [1 Samuel 16] 
A AG The town’s name means “house of bread.” The Old 

Ficus 50. Bethishem area Testament refers to this town as “Ephrath,” which means 

in the time of Jesus “fertile.” 


We atrive ata MANGER SQUARE which is guarded by Israeli soldiers. We enter the Franciscan 
CHURCH OF ST. CATHERINE, built on the remains of a Crusader church. Every Christmas 
Eve, a Mass in this church is broadcast around the world. It is beside the northern part of the 
Church of the Nativity, which we enter next. 


Figure 57. Ariely (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:City_of_David.jpg), “City of David”, Arrow added by 
DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 58. Asaf T.(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Herodium_from_above_2.jpg), “Herodium from 
above”, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-user 


Figure 59. DEGA MD (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Ministry_of_Jesus.svg), Cropped by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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Figure 60. Church of 
St. Catherine 


The CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY was built about 336 AD over the cave where, by tradition, 
Jesus was born. Christians have venerated this site since at least 135 AD. About that time, the 
Roman Emperor Hadrian tried to obliterate this cave by planting a forest over it. But the 
unintended result was that he actually preserved this cave for later centuries. 


The original entrance to this famous church dates back to the early 
6th century AD. Notice the arch of stones over the door from that 
period in Figure 62. The Gothic structures on the site date back to 
the early 12th century AD. In the 16th century AD, Bethlehem Arab 
Christians made the Church of the Nativity’s entry door much 
smaller, as it still is today. They did that to keep out Turkish soldiers 
who had irreverently rode through this church on camels and horses. 
With that modification, this entry door came to be known as the 
"Door of Humility," as most people now have to stoop to enter it. 


This church is one of the few Christian shrines in Palestine that was 
not destroyed by the Persians in 614 AD. According to legend, it 
survived because its mosaics depicted the Wise Men in Persian dress. Figure 62. “Door of Humility” 
Under the present church floor, we see a section of mosaic floor, 

dating back 1,650 years, from the first church on this site. A procession of Christian clergy with 
candles enters the Grotto of the Nativity ahead of us. Meanwhile, a priest sells candles to our 


group. 


Figure 60. Berthold Werner 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bethlehem_BW_ 2010-09-21 _12-45-39.JPG), “Bethlehem BW 
2010-09-21 12-45-39", Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 61. Neil Ward (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Church_of_the_Nativity_(7703592746).jpg), 
“Church of the Nativity (7703592746)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 62. Abraham (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bethlehem_Church_of_the Nativity _entrance.jpg), 
“Bethlehem Church of the Nativity entrance”, https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 
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The GROTTO OF THE NATIVITY, located beneath 
the church's choir, is lined with marble. In the grotto [See 
left side of image at left], we see a metallic star on the 
floor, marking the place where, by tradition, Jesus was 
born. A recess on the grotto’s other side marks the 
traditional location of Jesus' manger. The star marking this 
traditional birth site has a hole through which, it is said, 
one can see the actual limestone floor of this cave. This 
star has 14 points—one for each of the stations of the cross. 


4 | The 1847 AD theft of that star has often been cited as one 

Figure 63. Groot the Nativity of the causes of the Crimean War. Roman Catholics then 

Hubert Sattler (1817-1904) alleged that Orthodox Christian monks had stolen that star 

with its Latin writing on it in order to end their Catholic 

influence over that hallowed site. That war was fought in 1853—1856 in part over who would rule 
over Orthodox Christians in areas such as Israel, which were then under the control of the 
Ottoman Empire, France, the United Kingdom, and Sardinia-Piedmont. This Grotto of the 
Nativity is 40 feet long, 12 feet wide, and 10 feet high. 
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Figure 64. Traditional Location of Figure 65. Grotto of the Nativity’s 
Jesus’ Birth “Star of Bethlehem” 


As we learn, several Christian denominations now have authority over different sections of this 
church. In 1986, police had to be called because monks from these different groups got into a 
scuffle. Hitting each other over the head with brooms and chairs, they fought over who had the 


Figure 63. Attributed to Hubert Sattler artist QS:P170,Q1633386,P5102,Q230768 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hubert_Sattler_(attrib) Geburtskapelle_Betlehem.jpg), “Hubert Sattler 
(attrib) Geburtskapelle Betlehem”, public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-old 


Figure 64. Berthold Werner (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bethlehem_BW_4.JPG), “Bethlehem BW 
4", public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 


Figure 65. DE.MOLAI (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jesus_birthplace_in_ Bethlehem.jpg), “Jesus 
birthplace in Bethlehem”, public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:P D-user 
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right to dust a certain pillar. In 1990, the roof of this church was allowed to leak because none of 
these groups were willing to let the other groups fix it. Each feared that the others would try to 
claim ownership of any section of the roof they repaired. For the same reason, the floor of the 
Grotto of the Nativity is "no man's land." Ifa lamp falls to the floor, only a policeman, not 
someone from one of the church groups, is now allowed to clean it up. 
Muslims occasionally pray in the southern transept of this church, the 
part closest to Mecca. This custom dates back to 638 AD, when Caliph 
Omar conquered Jerusalem for Islam. Muslims regard Jesus as an 
important prophet, though not as important as Mohammed. 


As we leave the church, we pass by a grill on the floor. Under that grill is 
the working room and tomb of ST. JEROME [c. 347-420 AD], who 
was noted for his Christian scholarship. Jerome's work gave rise to the 
Latin Vulgate translation of the Bible, which was used by the Catholic 
Church for many centuries as the basic text from which other Catholic 


Bible translations were made. Jerome's remains were taken to Rome. His _ Figure 66. St. Jerome 
subterranean work room seems very damp. 


Artus Wollfort 
(1581-1641) 


The Church of the Nativity and its town 
are built on a hill. Immediately downhill 
from the church is SHEPHERD'S 
FIELD-a large, stony valley with patches 
of green, surrounded by other hills. 


Returning to Jerusalem, we pass by the 
traditional location of RACHEL'S 
TOMB. Even today, some Jewish women 
come here to pray for fertility. We also 
Figure 67. A Portion of Shepherds’ Field Pee by the VALLEY OF HINNOM, ° 
Danvethallrons Be chlehert: ravine that runs along a portion of 
1872 Sketch - Sylvanus Dryden Phelps (1816-1995) Jerusalem’s Old City and meets the 
Kidron Valley. In the Valley of Hinnom, 
Canaanites sacrificed their firstborn sons to their god Moloch. The ancient Jews abhorred this 
practice. They turned this valley into a garbage dump. This valley gave rise to the word 
"Gehenna"— the term Jesus used for a place of eternal punishment and fire, where the wicked go 


Figure 66. Artus Wolffort artist QS:P170,Q454172 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Artus Wolffort_- St _Jerome.jpg), “Artus Wolffort - St Jerome”, public 
domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-old 


Figure 67. Phelps, S[ylvanus] D[ryden], 1816-1895. [from old catalog] 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy_ Land, with _glimpes_of Europe_and Egypt (1872) (147610704 
66).jpg), “Holy Land, with glimpes of Europe and Egypt (1872) (14761070466)”, public domain, see: 
https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-1923 


after judgment. [Matthew 25:41] The valley is also the 
traditional site of HAKELDAMA, the "Field of Blood," 
where Judas died. [Acts 1:18,19] 


We atrive at the MOUNT OF OLIVES, which slopes 
down steeply to the KIDRON VALLEY just east of the 
Temple Mount. This is a chalk mountain. There used to 
be many olive trees here—one of the few trees that will 
grow in chalk. All down the slope of the Mount are 
tombs-the oldest known Jewish cemetery in the world. 


Figure 68. Valley of Hinnom 


Figure 69. Mount of Olives Figure 70. Jewish Cemetery on the 
Mount of Olives 


The earliest tombs, dating back to Jesus’ time and before, are at the base of this slope. Jewish 
tombs are on the Mount. Christian tombs are at the bottom of the Kidron Valley. Muslim tombs 
are along the eastern wall of the Temple Mount. The bottom of this valley is said now to be 30 
feet farther east and 10—50 feet higher than it was in Jesus! day. 


Menachem Begin is buried on the Mount of Olives. Bodies are interred below ground here. 
However, a casket-sized, hollow stone box covers the site above ground. Today's Orthodox Jews 
believe the body must be left forever as it is laid to rest. It is customary to put small stones on top 
of these tombs in lieu of flowers. These boxes usually have a door and a hole in them for lit 
candles. I did not see it, but carved out of the base of the Mount there is a tomb traditionally 
associated with ZECHARIAH, the Old Testament prophet. Scholars say it is more likely an 
unknown tomb from the 2nd century BC. 


Figure 68. Seetheholyland.net (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Akeldama_(12780072764).jpg), 
“Akeldama (12780072764)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 69. Wilson44691 (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:MountofOlives2009.JPG), 
“MountofOlives2009", public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 


Figure 70. User:Mattes (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:East_Jerusalem_Batch_1 (792).jpg), “East 
Jerusalem Batch 1 (792)”, public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 
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Based on Zechariah 14, Orthodox Jews believe that 

when the Messiah comes, he will appear on the Mount 

4| of Olives. On that day, those buried on this Mount will 

“| be the first to be resurrected, and the Messiah will 

enter the Temple Mount by the GOLDEN GATE 

&) which was sealed by the Turks in 1530 AD. This gate 
l| has two portals. They are called the "Gate of 

we| Repentence" [north] and the "Gate of Mercy" [south]. 

| The original gate here, sometimes called "The Eastern 
F| Gate," may have been 20-30 feet below the present 

}| gate, though not necessarily directly below. Much of 

the eastern wall of the Temple Mount as it appears 

in today was actually constructed during the reign of 
Figure 71. The Golden Gate in Temple Suleiman the Magnificent (16th century AD). But 

Mount wall seen from the Mount of Olives jik ely it was built on the original foundation and looks 


much the same as the wall Jesus saw. 


We make our way down the Mount of Olives by its 
PALM SUNDAY WALK where, according to 
tradition, Jesus rode the donkey down on the first 
Palm Sunday, so he could enter the Temple Mount 
by the Golden Gate. The waving of palms for Jesus 
on that day may well have been a political symbol, 
as palms were often seen in Jewish culture then as a 
symbol of victory and Jewish nationalism. Many in 
that first Palm Sunday crowd apparently expected 


that Jesus would be a political king who would free | 
Israel from the Romans. Figure 72. A modern Palm Sunday crowd 
makes its way down the Palm Sunday Walk 


The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming 

to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, 

‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— the King of Israel! 
[John 12:12-13] 


Off the path to our right, we see OSSUARIES used for secondary burials in Jesus' time. After a 
year, the bones of the dead were gathered up from their tombs and permanently stored in these 


Figure 71. Databases 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dome_of_ the Rock and Golden Gate _from_the Mount_of Olives _1.j 
pg), Cropped, lighting adjusted by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 72. Bahnfrend (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Palm_procession_2019 in _Jerusalem_(24).jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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limestone boxes. This was cheaper and more practical than 
using a full tomb. Each ossuary, which means "pertaining 
to bone," was typically decorated with a rosette design and 
sized to fit the individual's largest bone, the thigh bone. 


Nearby we come to the CHURCH OF DOMINUS 
FLEVIT ("The Lord Wept"), built on the traditional site 
where Jesus wept over Jerusalem. A 5th century AD 
church first stood on this site. The present Franciscan 
— : church, designed by Italian architect A. Barluzzi, was built 
Figure 73. Mount of Olives Ossuaries_ jy, 1955, The church is in the shape of a teardrop. 


_— 


On each of the four roof corners of this church, there is a vial to catch the teardrops. Contrary to 
custom, the altar of this church faces west—just as Jesus did—to look over Jerusalem. Above the 
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Figure 74. Church of Dominus Flevit Figure 75. Church of Dominus Flevit 
Leaded Window and Altar 


altar, there is a clear, leaded window that superimposes the crown of thorns and a communion 
chalice and wafer upon the Temple Mount in the distance. A mosaic on the front of this altar 
shows a hen and her chicks, symbolizing Jesus' words: 


Figure 73. James Emery from Douglasville, United States 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mount_of Olives _Ossuaries_2180_(508054637).jpg), “Mount of Olives 
Ossuaries 2180 (508054637)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 74. Fallaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy Land_2019 (1) P121 Jerusalem Dominus Flevit_Church,jpg), 
Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 75. Anton 17 (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Interior_of Dominus_Flevit.JPG), “Interior of 
Dominus Flevit”, Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 
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"Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! 
How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood 
under her wings, and you were not willing!" [Matthew 23:37] 


We see a hen, no doubt a Franciscan pet, strolling in this church’s yard. Here, at about 3:00 PM, 
we celebrate a RE-AFFIRMATION OF FAITH of one of our parishioners. It is a poignant 
moment for us all. In the church, we sing "Amazing Grace" together. 


We continue our journey down the Palm 
Sunday Walk. The modern RUSSIAN 
CHURCH OF SAINT MARY OF 
MAGDALENE, with its gold onion domes, 
is visible nearby. We also pass by THE 
OSCULUM ("the Kiss"), the lower portion 
of a rose-colored, broken pillar in a niche. 
Known as the "Pillar of Judas," this column 
symbolizes Judas' betrayal of Jesus. Up to 
this century, it was a special place of prayer 


for Holy Land pilgrims. a sik palate 
Figure 76. Church of Saint Figure 77. Pillar of Judas 
Mary of Magdalene 


We continue down the walk to the GARDEN OF 


God before he was betrayed and arrested. From the 
é Hebrew "Gat-Shemanim," the name means "oil press." 
Gs a fa Some say the olive trees in this garden are 2,000 years 
Bes: f'| old—others say they are 3,000 years old. The Volcani 
Le <| Institute in Israel dates them at 1,500 years old. These 
olive trees have huge, gnarled trunks—olive trees 
continue to grow, but rot from the inside out. Some 
»33| scholars believe that in the 70 AD war, the Romans cut 
zy «| down all the trees within a 12 mile radius of Jerusalem. 
Figure 78. Garden of Gethsemane They piled this wood against the limestone blocks of 
the city and set it afire. The fire created steam in the 


Figure 76. Flavio~ from Mazkeret Batia, Israel 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Church_of Maria Magdalene from The City of David (4823716164 
).jpg), “Church of Maria Magdalene from The City of David (4823716164)”, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 77. Deror Avi (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Judas IMG_3588.JPG), “Judas IMG 3588", 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 78. Ian Scott (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Olives_in_Gethsemane-4_(3856635164).jpg), 
“Olives in Gethsemane-4 (3856635164)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


above the Garden of Gethsemane. In this garden, we also see a 
depiction of Jesus’ agony before his betrayal and arrest. [Luke 
22:39-46] 


Nearby, we enter THE BASILICA OF THE AGONY, 
commonly called the CHURCH OF ALL NATIONS. It was 
erected in 1924 and designed by Barluzzi. This same architect 
designed many of the 
modern churches in the Jerusalem area. This is the third 
church on this particular site. The first was built in the 4th 
century AD, and destroyed by the Persians in 614 AD. The 
second church was built by the Crusaders. This church's 
interior depicts a chilly springtime night in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. Stars are on the ceiling. Pillars to the ceiling 
simulate olive trees. All the windows are deep purple, the 
liturgical color of mourning and royalty. The windows are 
made of translucent alabaster, which allows a limited amount 
of light in. The interior of this church is very dark during our 
Visit. 


Figure 79. Agony of Jesus 
in the Garden 


im F 2 Os ii 2.) 
Figure 81. The Church’s Ceiling Figure 82. The Church’s Windows 


Figure 79. Fallaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy Land 2016 P0140 Gethsemane Agony in the Garden_relief.jp 
g), https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 80. Marco Plassio, Wikimedia Commons 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_-_Church_of_all_Nations.jpg), “Jerusalem - Church of all 
Nations”, Lighting adjusted by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 81. Bahnfrend 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Interior_of_the Church_of_All Nations (Jerusalem), 2019 (05).jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 82. Bahnfrend 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Interior_of_the Church_of_All Nations (Jerusalem), 2019 (06).jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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In front of the altar, there is an outcropping of rock called the STONE 
OF AGONY which is said to be where Jesus prayed in agony in the 
Garden. To me, of all the churches we visit in Palestine, the mood of 
worship and reverence seems deepest here. Feeling that, I refrain from 
taking any pictures (but am including some 
here that were taken by others). This church 
was built with funds from many Catholic 
nations, hence its popular name. Outside, on 
the peak of the roof, there are two deer with a 
cross in between them, symbolizing the verse: 


"As a deer longs for flowing streams, 
so my soul longs for you, O God." 


Figure 83. Stone of Agony [Psalm 42:1] 
in front of Church’s Altar 


We board our bus and travel 
to KING DAVID'S TOMB and the CENACLE. The 
Cenacle is the traditional site of Jesus’ LAST 
SUPPER. Both sites [See arrow in image at right] are 
contained in a building that is located outside 
Jerusalem’s Old City, in a hill area called "Mount 
Zion." But that's historically incorrect, for the original 
Mount Zion where David built his city was not here but 
rather on a hill to the east—below the Temple Mount. 
No one knows precisely where King David was buried, 
though the Bible indicates he was buried in the City of 
David. [I Kings 2:10] A tomb for David was known 
about and honored by Jews of Jesus’ day, but its 
location is unknown today. [Acts 2:29] The tradition 
that David's Tomb is on this second Mount Zion did 
not likely appear until the 9th century AD. But by 
about the 11th century, many had come to think 


ZN : Wen 


Figure 85. Cenacle (David’s Tomb 
Last Supper) on Mount Zion 


. 


the 


Figure 83. Wknight94/talk 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Church_of All Nations, Jerusalem_2010 4.jpg), “Church of All 
Nations, Jerusalem 2010 4", https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 84. Hoshvilim 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Church_of All Nations, Mount_of Olives in_Jerusalem_44.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 85. The Times of London 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Allenby's Entry into Jerusalem, The Times, 11 Dec_1917.png), 
“Allenby's Entry into Jerusalem, The Times, 11 Dec 1917", Cropped, arrow added by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 
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his tomb was at this particular site on Mount Zion. At that time, Crusaders installed in the 
building we are now visiting, the Gothic cenotaph (empty tomb/casket) which still remains there 
as a memorial to David. The location and appearance of the building called David's Tomb in "The 
Second Temple Model" are based on conjecture. 


This traditional site and the building on it are near the 
Abbey of the Dormition on this second Mount Zion. 
There are different views as to the significance of this 
site and the origin of its building. For example, some 
have wondered if the house of Mary, the mother of John 
Mark, may have been located on or near this same 
Mount Zion site and if her house was the actual location |* 
of Jesus’ Last Supper and perhaps even the FIRST 
CHRISTIAN PENTECOST. The book of Acts says 
that after Peter was delivered from prison, he fled to 
Mary’s house, where many had gathered and were 
praying. [Acts 12:12] It is thought that Mary lived in 
Jerusalem and apparently had a rather large house in 


reecsieaenoe 


Figure 86. Mount Zion Sites 


which Jesus’ followers may have been used to gathering |. Cenacle (David’s Tomb & the Last Supper) 
together in faith and perhaps also for protection in times 2. Abbey of the Dormition 
of persecution. Acts portrays her son, John Mark, as 


being with Paul and Barnabas on some 
of their missionary journeys. In Jesus' 
day, this second Mount Zion was within 
the Old City walls. Expensive homes of 
the priestly class were in this area of the 
city. Some scholars believe that this 

=| second Mount Zion was the center of 

&| carly Christianity until the 70 AD 
destruction of Jerusalem. They think that 
after the first Christian Pentecost, Jewish 
Christians likely settled on this hill and 
stubbornly remained here—despite all the 
hardships and political changes in 
Jerusalem—until about the 5th century AD. At that time, the community was likely absorbed into 
the "mainstream" of Christianity, which had become Gentile. 


Figure 87. Jerusalem’s Mount Zion in 2009 


Figure 86. Amnon ziv (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:310"N_717_”¥°1}.JPG), “310"N 717 917”, Cropped, 
numbers added by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 87. Kyle Taylor from London, 84 Countries 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Israel_-_Jerusalem_- Mount_Zion_- 03 _(4261536735).jpg), “Israel - 
Jerusalem - Mount Zion - 03 (4261536735)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 
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Eusebius (c. 260—265 to 339 AD), the early church historian, said that many of Jesus' relatives 
lived in this Mount Zion area in the early years after Jesus' resurrection. At first, these Jewish 
Christians in Jerusalem were led by Peter, who, according to 

tradition, was martyred in Rome. [Acts 1-15] Next, they were led TT OS EOE hy 
by the brother of Jesus called James, who was killed in 62 or 69 " I 
AD. [I Corinthians 15:7 and Acts 15—28] Next, they were led by 
Simeon, who was martyred about 107 AD. According to the early 
chronicler Hegesippus [quoted by Eusebius], Simeon was a cousin 
of Jesus. Simeon is said to have been the son of Cleopas [Luke 
24:18] and one of the Marys at the cross [John 19:25]. Cleopas is 
said to have been the brother of Jesus' father, Joseph. As the book 
of Acts indicates, the early Christian community in Jerusalem 
apparently started out practicing socialism. [Acts 2:44,45] Later, 
whether due to socialism's failure, area famine, persecution, or some combination of the three, 
that community became impoverished. The Apostle Paul took up a collection in his Gentile 
Christian churches to help "the poor among the saints at Jerusalem." [Romans 15:25-27; I 
Corinthians 16:1-4; II Corinthians 8-9; Romans 15:25-27] 


Figure 88. Church of Zion 


Some scholars believe this second Mount Zion was also the home of an Essene Jewish community 
until 70 AD. After the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, Christianity had two centers. Jerusalem 
became the center of Jewish Christianity, and Antioch became the center of Gentile Christianity. 
After 70 AD, orthodox Judaism began barring Jewish Christians from worshipping in the 
synagogue. The distinction was beginning to be made that Christianity was not a sect within 
Judaism. It's quite possible that this Jewish Christian community on Mount Zion maintained the 
memory of where Jesus was crucified and buried—and perhaps some other sites identified with 
Jesus—until the time of Constantine, when those sites could be commemorated officially. This 
Mount Zion was left outside the walls of Aelia Capitolina, the Roman city built here in the period 
of 130-136 AD [the exact date is debated]. Suleiman the Magnificent also neglected to include 
this area within Jerusalem's walls when he had those walls rebuilt about 1538-1542 AD. 


Scholars have different views as to the origin of the building we are now visiting on Mount Zion. 
Some think it was originally built as an early Christian church. Some think it was originally a small 
synagogue that was later used by early Jewish-Christians. Some have thought that the lower walls 
of the current building—the David’s Tomb portion—go back to a possible early Jewish-Christian 
church here called the Church of Zion. Whatever its origin, this building apparently experienced 
changes in later centuries. 


Figure 88. Unknown author 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bodleian_Libraries, Canon.Gr.127_roll406_frame10.jpg), Cropped by 
DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode 

[Note: This image is a portion of a page in a small book in the Bodleian Libraries which Wikipedia describes as 
“Miniature from a 1693 Greek-language Proskynetarion, a pilgrim's guide book to the holy places in Jerusalem and 
Palestine.” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of Zion, Jerusalem] 
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This building may have been damaged by Persian invaders in 614 AD and then restored. It may 
have been damaged in 1009 AD by a Muslim caliph but then repaired or contained for a time 
inside a church built by Crusaders though that church was itself destroyed later. There is 
agreement among a number of scholars that the second floor of the current building, where the 
Cenacle is, is Gothic in style and must have been built during the Middle Ages. However, there is 
disagreement as to whether it was built or rebuilt that way in the 12th, 13th, or 14" centuries AD. 
This building served Christian groups for many years during that time period. But then, in the 16" 
century, under Ottoman Empire rule, this building was turned into the Mosque of the Prophet 
David. It’s been said that Christians were then not allowed to enter this building until the State of 
Israel was formed in 1948. 


Figure 89. The Last Supper - Domenico Ghirlandaio (1448-1494) 


We begin our tour by climbing stairs up to the second-floor Cenacle of this building. Up there, a 
bare room with plastered walls leads into the Cenacle. Reminiscent of the Pentecost miracle of 
"tongues," we see that those plaster walls are now filled with the foreign language scribbles of 
tourists from all over the world. The exterior door leading to this ante-room has a MEZZUZAH 
cemented into its frame. Upon passing a mezzuzah, Orthodox Jews kiss one of their hands, then 
touch that hand to the mezzuzah. Typically, a mezzuzah contains the words of the "Shema": 


"Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. You shall love the LORD your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these 
words that Iam commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and 
talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and 
when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your 
forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates." 
[Deuteronomy 6:4-9] 


We enter the Cenacle, which is a 30 by 50 foot room. The three Synoptic Gospels indicate that 


Figure 89. Sailko 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Domenico_ghirlandaio, cenacolo_di_ognissanti, 1480, 01.jpg), 
“Domenico ghirlandaio, cenacolo di ognissanti, 1480, 01", Cropped by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode 
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Jesus’ Last Supper was the Jewish 
Passover meal-called the Seder. By 
custom, the lamb ritually slaughtered for 
this meal was purchased at the great 
Jewish Temple. The Seder was eaten in 
Jerusalem. Afterwards, Jewish 
worshippers remained overnight in the 
city. The tradition that the Upper Room 
was in this part of Jerusalem is very old, 
dating back to at least 130 AD. 


We return to the ground floor level 
| below the Cenacle to see David's Tomb. 
There are two points that might explain 
the linking of these two sites together in 
the same location. In his speech on the 
first Christian Pentecost, Peter makes a 
direct reference to David's Tomb. [Act 2:29] Also, it's said that Jews in Jesus' day celebrated the 
Jewish festival of Pentecost at David's Tomb because they assumed Pentecost was the anniversary 
date of David's death. 


Figure 90. The Cenacle 


Today's Tomb of David is a synagogue. The men in our 
group are provided with cardboard yarmulkes. We see 
the synagogue's Torah scrolls. In another room, we see 
David's Tomb, an exceptionally large Gothic cenotaph 
(casket) draped in dark green velvet. The velvet bears 
these words in Hebrew: 


"If I forget thee O Jerusalem...David King 
of Israel lives forever." 


It is thought that David "lives" in the sense that his Figure 91. Prayer at David’s Tomb 
"house" (his descendants) will always continue to exist. 

We see a few Orthodox Jewish men—quite oblivious to us—devoutly rocking and reciting their 
prayers at this casket memorial. We are told that it's common for them to come here to read 
Psalms and that some Jews continue to weep as they wait for the New Temple to be built. 


Figure 90. young shanahan from Amman, Jordan 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Last_Supper._(17118091113).jpg), “The Last Supper. 
(17118091113), https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 91. Zairon (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_Grab_Koénig Davids _1.JPG), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19 -- As we drive by the Old City wall, we see sections incorporated in 
it, which are NEHEMIAH'S WALL, built in approximately 440 BC. [Nehemiah 7:1—3] We 
travel a short distance beyond Jerusalem to arrive at 
BETHANY, on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives. It 
was the hometown of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus. Between 
here and Jericho, there is only desert. Jerusalem is 2,400 feet 
above sea level. For Jews of Jesus' day, the typical path from 
Galilee to Jerusalem was this: one traveled south from Galilee, 
down the Jordan River Valley. Near Jericho, one crossed the 
Jordan River to take the southwesterly road up to Jerusalem. 
In this journey, Bethany was the first town we come to after 
Jericho. 


Figure 92. Bethany in 1890 


In Jesus' day, this town was called "Beth-Hanania." Today it is called "El-Azariyeh’—Arabic for 
"Lazarus." We visit the Franciscan CHURCH OF SAINT LAZARUS, 
designed by Italian architect Barluzzi and completed by 1953. It is built 
over the traditional site of Mary and Martha's house. This church has no 
windows. Light enters 
only from a central, 
overhead dome, which 
symbolizes the 
Resurrection. There 
are many beautiful 
mosaics—some dating 
Figure 93. Church of back to the Byzantine 
Saint Lazarus period. The modern 
mosaic on the church's 
right wall depicts Jesus raising Lazarus from 
the tomb. Previously, at least one Byzantine 


church and a Crusader church were built here. Figure 94. Raising of Lazarus Fresco in the 
Church of Saint Lazarus 


Figure 92. Félix Bonfils creator QS:P170,Q2915801 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:AN ARAB VILLAGE NEAR JERUSALEM AND BEYOND IT, T 
HE JUDEAN DESERT, PHOTOGRAPHED BY_IN THE LATE _19TH_CENTURY BY FRENCH PHOTOG 
RAPHER, BONFILS. 3910 s2y_m01}_nnKNT_719_w>_ Axo _Ax1D.jpg), Cropped by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 


Figure 93. Larsson, Lewis 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Church_of_Lazarus_in Bethany LOC_matpc.23202.tif), “Church of 
Lazarus in Bethany LOC matpc.23202", Cropped by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 


Figure 94. allaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy Land_2016 P0944 St. Lazarus Roman Catholic Church_Resur 
rection_of Lazarus_fresco.jpg), https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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: Figure 96. Steps down Figure 97. Burial 
Figure 95. Entrance to Tomb of Lazarus to Lagaras’ Tomb Chaiber Batraace 


We come to the traditional site of the TOMB OF LAZARUS. This tradition is known to date 
back before 330 AD. The original entrance to this tomb was sealed by Muslims in the 14th 
century AD. We enter the tomb by the entry created by the Franciscans in the 1600's. The 
entrance is narrow, with twenty-two steep steps down. The actual tomb is down an additional two 
steps and through a little tunnel to a chamber carved out of rock, measuring 7.5 by 8 feet. In the 
chamber, there are niches for burial on three sides. The stone closing this tomb would have been 
laid down horizontally over the opening leading to the tunnel. Outside the tomb, we read the story 
of Jesus' raising of Lazarus: John 11:1—44. 


According to John's Gospel, many who cheered Jesus on Palm Sunday had come out to see Jesus' 
latest miracle: the walking dead man, Lazarus. [John 12:9] Modern scholars distinguish between 
the unique resurrection of Jesus to eternal life and the resuscitation of Lazarus' earthly corpse to 
resume earthly life. Unlike the risen Christ, Lazarus, along with the other people Jesus raised from 
the dead, would eventually face earthly death again. One intriguing theory is that Lazarus was the 
author of John's Gospel and the disciple "whom Jesus loved" mentioned in John 21:20—25. I, 
personally, am inclined to think that theory is quite possibly correct. 


On the road above the tomb, we see, but do not visit, the traditional site of the HOUSE OF 
SIMON THE LEPER, where a woman anointed Jesus with an alabaster jar of costly ointment 
before his arrest. [Matthew 26:6—13] In contrast, John's Gospel says that Lazarus' sister Mary 
performed this act in her own home. [John 12:1—8] In Bethany ("El-Azariyeh’’), I purchase a 
woven slingshot, and Chris purchases an olive wood Nativity set for our family. 


Figure 95. Abraham (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lazarus_Tomb_Bethany_ 2006 _Lee.jpeg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 96. Abraham (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lazarus Tomb Bethany 2006 _SLee.jpeg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 97. https://www.flickr.com/photos/42381661@N04/ See The Holy Land 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Entrance_to_Lazarus'_ burial_chamber.jpg), “Entrance to Lazarus' 
burial chamber’’, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 
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We are in the West Bank region. As we head towards Jericho, we pass by many Bedouin 
encampments. We are told the Bedouins live in tents and are shepherds. They pay no taxes. To 
the people of Israel, nothing around Jerusalem is considered "occupied" territory. Bedouins live in 
tribes. They don't care about being part of a country. Bedouin males pay camels to the fathers of 
their brides. A camel is probably worth between $1,000 and $2,000. They are the "cadillacs" of 
the Bedouins. Each tent settlement seems to have a water tank on truck wheels. We pass near the 
traditional site where the INN OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN in Jesus' parable is said to have 
been located. Bedouins in this locale go once a week to Jericho to sell their sheep. There, they 
buy the little they need. They have wells. 


Our bus turns off onto the old road to Jericho. It is very narrow, desolate, and dry. The hills on 
our left are mostly barren. The hills on our right, just barely green, are criss-crossed horizontally 
with goat paths as much as 1,000 years old. To our left and far below us, we see the WADI 
QELT that flows to Jericho through a deep gorge, nearly 4,000 feet below the surrounding 
hilltops. A wadi is a river bed that is dry most of the year. In the summer, ancient travelers would 
walk beside the wadi. There would be just a trickle of water in the stream to drink. Across the 
river and gorge from us, clinging to an isolated hillside in the distance, we see the Greek 
Orthodox ST. GEORGE'S MONASTERY. 
It sits on the foundation of an earlier 
monastery built here almost 1400 years ago. 
In the Judean wilderness, there were about 80 
early Christian monasteries. However, they 
were all destroyed in 614 AD by the Persians. 
Now there are 4 monasteries in the Judean 
wilderness, all rebuilt in the 19th century. 
George is also a name for "Elijah." According 
to tradition, the prophet Elyah lived in a cave 
here and was fed by ravens. Another tradition 
says that Mary, the mother of Jesus, stopped 
here. Seven monks presently live in this 
monastery. 


Figure 98. St. George’s Monastery above the 
Wadi Qelt 


It would have taken Jesus one day to travel 
the twenty-three-mile trip from Jerusalem to Jericho. It was a five to six day trip from Galilee to 
Jerusalem. In the midst of this wilderness, as we watch Bedouin shepherds herd sheep on a nearby 
hillside, we are reminded of Psalm 23: 


"The LORD is my shepherd I shall not want..." 


Some have said that these steep valleys along the Wadi Qelt are the "valley of the shadow of 


Figure 98. Britchi Mirela 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Palestine, Wadi_Qelt, (Valea_Hozevei) (St._George's Monastery) (11 
).jpg), https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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death," to which the 23rd Psalm refers. Although thirsty shepherds and their flocks needed to get 
water from this wadi in the summer, the wadi was particularly dangerous due to flash flooding. 


Our bus passes by excavations at the so-called “NEW TESTAMENT” JERICHO on the banks 
of the Wadi Qelt. Many magnificent royal buildings from the Hasmonean [c. 140-37 BC] and 
Herodian [37-4 BC] periods have been found here. This was the site of Herod the Great's winter 
capital. He died here in 4 BC. To ensure that 
people would mourn, Herod left instructions 
that 70 rabbis were to be rounded up and killed 
at the time of his death. Fortunately, Herod's 
order was not carried out. The road to 
_| Jerusalem passed through "New Testament" 
Jericho. Jesus apparently used this road as he 
traveled from Galilee to Jerusalem. [Matthew 
‘| 20] It's likely Jesus spent his time in the poorer 
sections of this city, avoiding the Roman royal 
precincts. Here Jesus healed blind Bartimaeus 
mein [Mark 10:46—52] and told the parable of the 

Figure 99. People gathered around the Jericho site of | pounds. [Luke 19:12—28] Herod's city 

Herod the Great’s Third Winter Palace continued until 44 AD. It was not populated 

again until the 8th century AD. 


We come to modern Jericho, whose origin dates back to the 
Crusader period. Modern Jericho is more than 1,000 feet below sea 
level. It's a nice place in the winter, but too hot in the summer. 
15,000 people live here. In this tropical climate, they grow beautiful 
fruits, for example, a cross between an orange and a grapefruit, 
called a "pomelo." In Jericho one can often see men sitting in cafes, 
smoking waterpipes. A quake measuring 5.3 on the Richter Scale 
hit Jericho a few years ago. 


- RRSY es 
a 
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Passing through modern Jericho, we see what is traditionally known a4 
as the SYCAMORE TREE Zacchaeus climbed to see Jesus. [Luke |} Lf Mn 
19:1—10] It's the only sycamore tree in Jericho. This is a West Bank |/* FAs 
town. We are told we need to be careful that people don't throw Ficure 100, By Tradition 
stones at our bus. Arab families typically have 7-10 children. Birth the Tres Zacchasns 
control is against their religious faith. Climbed to See Jesus 


a 


Figure 99. °ypa (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:ThirdPalace0367.JPG), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 100. James Emery from Douglasville, United States 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Zacchaeus Sycamore _Tree_in_ Jericho 1517 (511062591).jpg), 
“Zacchaeus Sycamore Tree in Jericho 1517 (511062591)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 
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The Jericho of Jesus' time grew trees, from which a very expensive and coveted perfume called 
"persimmon" was made. The sale of this perfume was the main source of Herod the Great's 
money. Herod protected Jericho, so revolting Jews would not burn his persimmon trees. Herod 
eventually gave Jericho to Cleopatra because he feared her—she greatly desired this perfume. 
Today, we know neither the perfume nor the kind of tree it was made from. It's not our modern 
persimmon. At one point, the perfume was very popular in Europe. 


Traveling about 1.25 miles north of 
modern Jericho, we come to 
“ANCIENT” JERICHO, which is now 
a 70-foot-high, 10-acre mound named 
Tell es-Sultan (Sultan’s Hill). Inhabited 
about 11,000 years ago, it is thought to 
be one of the oldest cities in the world. 
From its beginning to the time of Joshua, 
there were 25 cities on this mound. 
Ancient" Jericho was abandoned about 
the 6th century BC, as the nearby fertile 
plain was settled. That plain is well 
watered by Elisha’s Spring. It contains 
Figure 101. Tell es-Sultan (Ancient Jericho) the Jericho of today, whose origin dates 
back to the Crusader period. 


Jericho is in a lush oasis. Everything else around it is desert. All 
the wars in this part of the world were fought over water. Ancient 
Jericho was the first city Joshua [13 century BC] came to after 
he crossed the Jordan River in his bid to conquer Canaan. [Joshua 
6:1— 21] I'm not sure we quite see it today due to haze, but in the 
distance is MT. NEBO in MOAB, where Moses died before 
reaching the Promised Land. [Deuteronomy 32:49] 


We are told there is not a single wall on Tell es-Sultan to be seen 
from the period of Joshua's Jericho. Likely, those walls were made 
of mud and removed over time by erosion. But there is no 
possibility that "ancient" Jericho was anywhere else. We see the 
remains of the watchtower built upwards of 10,000 or even more 
years ago, which archaeologist Kathleen Kenyon discovered here. 


Figure 102. Ancient Watchtower 
Kathleen Kenyon Discovered 


Figure 101. Tamar Hayardeni (Tamarah) 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jericho_- Tel_Es-Sultan1.jpg), 
“Jericho - Tel Es-Sultan1", https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 102. Salamandra123 (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ziko.jpg), “Ziko”, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 
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Figure 103. Map of Ancient Jericho’s Tell es-Sultan 


The location of the watchtower Kathleen Kenyon discovered is noted as location 1 in the Figure 
103 map of Tell es-Sultan above. 


Standing on the tel of "ancient" Jericho, we see the 
MOUNT OF TEMPTATION and the bleak mountains of 
the Judean wilderness on one side. On the other side, we 
see Jericho's fertile plain. The Mount is the traditional spot 
where Jesus, at the beginning of his ministry, went into the 
wilderness for 40 days and nights. There Jesus fasted and 
was tempted—possibly in one of the many caves in this 
mountain. We contemplate this sun-beaten, dry, and 
rugged mountain before us, and we read one of the Gospel 
accounts of Jesus' temptation, namely, Matthew 4:1—-11. 
This mountain is also known as Mt. Quarantal, which means "of the forty days." 


Figure 104. Mount of Temptation 


Figure 103. Deror_avi (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jericho_Tell_es_ Sultan _P1190730.JPG), 
“Jericho Tell es Sultan P1190730", Lighting adjusted by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 104. Fallaner 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy_Land_2016 P0565 Mount_of_Temptation.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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We see ELISHA'S SPRING, the only spring in Jericho. The prophet Elisha sweetened this 
spring by throwing a handful of salt into it. [II Kings 2:21] Elisha was a disciple of the prophet 
Elijah. It's said that Elisha ascended to heaven from Jericho. We had lunch at the Temptation 
Restaurant. Despite Elisha's miracle, the restaurant cashier recommends that we not drink the 
local water—only bottled water. 


We note a new mosque being built in Jericho. The largest Islamic countries are not Arab, one 
example is Indonesia. In the distance is CYPROS, 

one of the mountain fortresses built by Herod. We 
pass by Palestinian refugee camps, into which 
Bedouins have now moved. We pass within 3 miles 
of the ALLENBY BRIDGE, sometimes known as 
the "King Hussein Bridge," which spans the Jordan 
River, connecting the West Bank and Jordan. This 
is a very desolate land. The ground is flat and 
eroded. In the far distance, 6 miles from Jericho, 
we can just make out a church that commemorates 
Joshua's crossing of the Jordan River into Canaan. 
[Joshua 3] Nearby, the Greek Orthodox 
MONASTERY OF ST. JOHN commemorates 
the traditional site of JESUS' BAPTISM in the 
Jordan River. Both are at MAKHAD AL- 
HAJLA, "The Ford of the Partridge," a peaceful, 
shaded spot at a bend in the Jordan River. 


ees 


Figure 105. The Dead Sea Region in Jesus’ Time 


We come to the end of the Jordan River as it flows 
into the DEAD SEA. This sea is 46 miles long and 
3-10 miles wide. It has no outlet. This is the lowest 
spot on the earth's surface—1306 feet below sea level. 
It is a rift valley that is gradually pulling apart, over 
geologic time. Thus, it is subject to seismic activity. 

_ | In the past 20 years, the shore of this sea has receded 
~| considerably, because the Israelis, in controlling the 
Jordan River, could not spare any water to flow into 
this sea. The road we are on used to be near the 

shore, but now it’s quite a distance from it. 


Figure 106. Salt Buildup on the Dead Sea Shore 


Figure 105. “Historical Atlas” by William R. Shepherd 1911 edition 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Shepherd-c-006-007.jpg), “Shepherd-c-006-007", Cropped, Adjusted 
lighting by DS, https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 


Figure 106. Ian and Wendy Sewell (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dead_Sea-18.jpg), “Dead Sea-18", 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 
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We see the mountains of Moab, looming over the Dead Sea on the other side. We pass by an ex- 
Jordanian army camp and cultivated date palms. In the eroded cliffs on our right, we see some of 
the QUMRAN CAVES, in which the DEAD SEA 
SCROLLS were discovered in 1947 by a young 
Bedouin shepherd boy. In pursuit of his sheep, this boy 
threw a rock up into one of these caves, whereupon he 
heard the sound of pottery breaking. Thus began a 
dramatic episode, including biblical scholars and 
elements of international intrigue, which ultimately led 
to Israel's possession of most of these scrolls. In the 
Wadi Qumran area, there are eleven scroll caves-some 
others are in nearby areas. The caves we see from our 
vantage point on the highway may be caves #4 and #5. Figure 107. Qumran Caves 


CAVE #4 is the most important of all the caves 
discovered up to 1993. It contained up to 40,000 
scroll fragments, which scholars sought to piece 
together. Their efforts identified 520 documents by 
1993: 157 biblical texts, 13 commentaries, 350 non 
biblical texts, and various intertestamental 
documents. The international dispute over 
publishing these scrolls focused mostly on text 
fragments found in this cave. About 70% of Cave 
#4 texts were unpublished, until more were before 
our 1993 trip. CAVE #5 was found then to contain 
25 fragmentary texts: 8 biblical and 17 non biblical. 


Pesher (Interpretation) Isaiah 


The Qumran texts are dated from the late 3rd 
century BC to 70 AD. Altogether, more than 800 documents were found. Every book in the 
Hebrew Bible, except Esther, was found. Not all Jews of this period accepted the book of Esther 
into the Hebrew canon. One reason is that the book of Esther never mentions God. One of the 
most dramatic finds [in Cave #1] was a complete copy of the book of Isaiah [100 BC], which 
predates by 1,000 years the earliest otherwise known copy of this book. Aside from spelling 
differences, there are only 13 significant textual variations between these two copies of Isaiah—a 
tribute to the accuracy of early Jewish text transmission! In fact, prior to the Qumran discoveries, 
the oldest extended portion of the Hebrew Bible we had only dated back to 895 AD. I note the 
rock cliffs of this area are honeycombed with natural holes and pockets. At the time they were 


Figure 107. Tamarah (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kumeran4.jpg), “Kumeran4", 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/legalcode 


Figure 108. Osama Shukir Muhammed Amin FRCP(Glasg) 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dead_Sea_ Scroll, Pesher Isaiah, from Qumran Cave 4, the Jordan 
Museum in Amman.jpg), https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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discovered, the scrolls were under the jurisdiction of Jordan. Israelis consider it significant that 
these scrolls were found at the same time the State of Israel was formed. Now, most of the scrolls 
are in the Rockefeller Museum in Jerusalem. 


We don't see it, but the Essene community called KHIRBET QUMRAN is on an upper plain, 
behind a cliff, not far from the cliff that contains caves #4 and #5. This community was destroyed 
by the Romans in 68 AD. It's thought that 200-400 people lived in Qumran from about 130 BC 
until its destruction. Its main building complex measures 111 by 90 feet. The Essenes were an 
ascetic sect of Judaism that sought 
isolation in the wilderness—possibly 
they were an offshoot of the 
Pharisees. The Essenes believed they 
could live lives worthy enough to 
bring the Messiah. They went so far 
as to not use the toilet on the 
Sabbath. They also took "mikvot" 
(baths) after eating, because they 
believed all food was unclean. The 
Dead Sea Scrolls have long been 
considered Essene in origin. But 
now, some scholars believe the 
scrolls actually came from the 
Jewish Temple and that they were 
hidden in the desert for safekeeping, 


prior to the Temple's 70 AD Figure 109. Suggested Layout of Khirbet Qumran 
destruction. 


We pass by the "AHAVA HEALTH PRODUCTS" 
company, which makes cosmetics, "mud baths," and other 
beauty aids from chemicals in the Dead Sea. "Ahava" means 
"love" in Hebrew. On a cliff by the road, some of us see an 
ibex with its curved horns. We pass by the EN-GEDI 
OASIS. The name means "Spring of the Deer." The hot 
springs and fresh water of this oasis make it a favorite 
resort—both modern and ancient. The fame of its date palm 
trees stretches back, even into Roman times. The Old 
Testament book Song of Solomon celebrates the beauty of 


Figure 110. David Waterfall at En-Gedi 


Figure 109. Abraham (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Khirbet_Qumran_9.jpg), “Khirbet Qumran 9", 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 110. Jan Helebrant 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:2010-06-18 09-30-15 Israel_Ejn_Gedi_JH_(52782914177).jpg), 
“2010-06-18 09-30-15 Israel Ejn Gedi JH (5 Figure 2782914177)”, 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 
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En-gedi with these words: 


"My beloved is to me a cluster of henna blossoms in the vineyards of En-gedi." 
[Song of Solomon 1:14] 


King Saul pursued David to En-gedi. David and his troops were in a cave, which Saul entered to 
relieve himself. Surprising Saul, David quickly cut off a corner of Saul's cloak instead of taking 
Saul's life. This act of righteousness convinced Saul that David would be his successor. [I Samuel 
24] The Dead Sea continues 10 miles beyond Masada. At the south end of the sea, there is a 
mountain called "Mt. Sodom," which is made of salt. The Israelis built an evaporation canal to 
transport chemicals to plants at the end of this sea. They also built a canal around a dry section 
that has developed over the past 20 years in the middle of the Dead Sea. We are told that people 
of the desert do not take showers. People of the Islamic faith are expected to wash their feet, 
faces, and ears before their prayers, which take place at least five times a day. If water is not 
available, Muslims can use sand for this purpose. 


~-| We come to MASADA, a clifftop fort that 
overlooks the Dead Sea. Masada itself is 
above sea level. Masada, which means 
"fort," sits on the only mountain in this 
whole desert, which is an island. King 

| Herod the Great built this fortification as a 
_| place of refuge in case his Jewish subjects 
E4| revolted or Cleopatra attacked him. Herod 
~| left his family here while he fought in 
Galilee and Jerusalem. However, it seems 
that Herod never lived here himself. 


Figure 111. Masada From the death of Herod in 4 BC until 66 
AD, this site was occupied by Roman 

troops. At the beginning of the 66 AD First Jewish Revolt, Jewish Zealots killed the Romans 
stationed here. These Zealots then lived here for eight years, using the large Roman stores of food 
on Masada. When the revolt ended with the destruction of Jerusalem, only Masada remained 
under Jewish control. However, the Romans were unwilling to allow this because Masada was a 
defense line-the Mediterranean Sea was only 50 miles away. Apart from securing this desert 
fortress, the Romans basically had no control over the scattered peoples of the desert. 


In 72-73 AD, the Romans laid siege to Masada, setting up encampments-the marks of which can 
still be seen. The Jews dropped stones down on the Romans. The Romans catapulted stones and 
live Jewish slaves up at the Zealots. Over three months the Romans and their Jewish slaves built 


Figure 111. Giora.ronen (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DSC_4595-13.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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a ramp to the top of Masada to penetrate its defenses. The 
Zealots allowed this, as they refused to roll stones down 
upon their enslaved fellow Jews. The Romans finally 
breached the fortress, only to discover the mass suicide of 
960 of the 967 Zealots-two women and five children 
remained alive. The men killed their own wives and 
children, then each other. The Zealots purposely did not 
destroy their food supplies to show they had not been 
starved out. It is against Jewish law to commit suicide. But 


. : : : : Figure 112. Stones Collected on 
these Zealots decided it was better to die than live like Masada’s Top 


animals. The covenant between Abraham and God kept the 

Jews faithful throughout the ages. The only thing that made Jews different was their belief in God. 
To Jews, Roman pagans were "animals." The Zealots also noted how brutally the Roman soldiers 
mistreated their Jewish slaves. 


We take a cable car up to the mountaintop. Herod built 
most everything that can be seen on Masada today—except 
for a 5th—6th century AD Christian church. Although their 
identity is not known, those Christians were the last people 
to live on Masada. Masada was destroyed in an earthquake 
about 747 AD. It was rediscovered only in the 20th century. 
The ancient historian Josephus is our only source of 
information on Masada. 


Figure 113. Cable Car to Masada’s Top 


The stone on Masada is dolomite. We note a black line 
running along the walls. Everything below the black line is ong Everything above the line is 
reconstructed. The only way to walk up Masada 
is by the "Snake Pass," which takes about 45 
minutes of hard walking. Masada receives about 
3-5 inches of rain per year—all in one or two days. 
In the summer, the temperature rises to 110 
degrees-though we see the remains of Roman 
baths, which seem relatively cool inside, at least in sie ; 
this month of February. Figure 114. Climbing Masada’s Snake Path 


Figure 112. Richard Bitting from Madison, Alabama, USA 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Masada, spherical_stones_- Bitman.jpg), “Masada, spherical stones - 
Bitman”’, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 113. Nis101 (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:487798.jpg), Cropped by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 114. Benno Rothenberg /Meitar Collection / National Library of Israel / The Pritzker Family National 
Photography Collection (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Masada_(997009857830205171.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode 
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"Masada shall never fall again!" has become a motto of Israel and Israeli soldiers. All Jewish 
young men and women in Israel are expected to serve in their country's military. New recruits are 
brought here to Masada, where they hear Josephus' account of the Roman siege and receive their 
rifle and a Hebrew Bible. For protection, Herod placed his palace on Masada's north side. That 
side is farthest away from a nearby mountain, which rises a few feet higher than Masada. 


Figure 116. Model of 


Figure 115. Facing North Side of Masada 
Herod’s Palace 


with Herod’s Palace 


Figure 117. Roman Ramp up Masada Figure 118. Roman Forts Near Masada 


We stand at the side of the fortress, which overlooks the Roman ramp, which is now somewhat 
eroded. I stand there and try to imagine what the Zealots must have felt during those three 


Figure 115. ZeevStein (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:az77_-_TX2_wv].jpg), Cropped by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 116. Berthold Werner (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Masada_BW_A.JPG), “Masada BW A”, 
public domain, see: https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 


Figure 117. Daniel Ventura (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Panorama_ Masada_118.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 118. Neukoln 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:WikiAir_IL-13-06_042 - Roman_forts at_Masada_02.jpg), “WikiAir 
IL-13-06 042 - Roman forts at Masada 02", https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 
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months, as, for the most part, they helplessly watched 
the Romans build their battle ramp and siege tower. 


Archaeologists have found the oldest known 
SYNAGOGUE on Masada. It's from the Herodian 
era. Josephus said there were 400 synagogues in 

| Palestine. The remains of a scroll were found in the 

{| ruins of this synagogue. It contained the text of 
Ezekiel 37, the prophet's vision of the valley of dry 
bones, which God brings back to life—an image of 
God's restoration of Israel, which also appears on the 
Menorah near the Knesset. Our guide calls this scroll and its text the most important discovery on 
Masada. It has become an important symbol for modern-day Israelis. 


Figure 119. Masada Synagogue 


We travel to a beach on the shores of the DEAD SEA. Several on our bus go in for a swim. They 
float like corks. One of my parishioners makes the mistake of jumping in head first. His eyes sting 
from all the salt. Fortunately, there is an outdoor shower on the nearby beach. The sea is about 
33% salt. In the distance, we see water from the sea being flushed into an evaporation canal for 
the retrieval of potash-the primary chemical harvested from the Dead Sea today. Potash is an 
important component in fertilizers. Israel realizes about 500 million dollars a year from the sale of 
Dead Sea chemicals. 


As we begin our journey back to our hotel, we pass by Masada again and read the moving 
SPEECH OF ELEAZAR, as presented by Josephus in his work “Jewish Wars.” Eleazar, leader 
of the Zealots on Masada, is said to have given this final speech to his compatriots in Masada's 
synagogue, before their mass suicide. The speech was reported to the Romans by the few women 
and children on Masada who survived: 


"My loyal followers, long ago we resolved to serve neither the Romans nor 
anyone else but only God, who alone is the true and righteous Lord of men: now 
the time has come that bids us prove our determination by our deeds. At such a 
time we must not disgrace ourselves: hitherto we have never submitted to slavery 
even when it brought no danger with it: we must not choose slavery now, and with 
it penalties that will mean the end of everything if we fall alive into the hands of 
the Romans. For we were the first of all to revolt, and shall be the last to break 


off the struggle. 


And I think it is God who has given us this privilege, that we can die nobly and as free 
men, unlike others who were unexpectedly defeated. In our case it is evident that 


Figure 119. Jan Helebrant 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:2010-06-18_ 12-08-04 Israel_Masada_JH_(52767134744).jpg), 
“2010-06-18 12-08-04 Israel Masada JH (52767134744)”, 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 
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day-break will end our resistance, but we are free to choose an honourable death 
with our loved ones. This our enemies cannot prevent, however earnestly they may 
pray to take us alive; nor can we defeat them in battle. 


Let our wives die unabused, our children without knowledge of slavery: after that, 
let us do each other an ungrudging kindness, preserving our freedom as a 
glorious winding-sheet. But first let our possessions and the whole fortress go up 
in flames: it will be a bitter blow to the Romans, that I know, to find our persons 
lost beyond their reach and nothing left for them to loot. One thing only let us 
spare--our store of food: it will bear witness when we are dead to the fact that we 
perished, not through want but because, as we resolved at the beginning, we 
chose death rather than slavery." 


As we drive along, we see the mountains of Moab on our right. They are beautiful shades of pink 
as dusk begins to fall, and their image is reflected in the Dead Sea. 


We come to DEAD SEA SCROLL CAVE #11 on our left. At least 16 texts were found in this 
cave. One text may be the Essene community's psalter. It contains some biblical psalms in a 
different order and other material. Another text is known as The Temple Scroll. It contains both 
portions of the Law of Moses in a different format and details on building the Jewish Temple. 


By the time we arrive at our hotel, Shabbat has begun. We discover that our hotel has a special 
SHABBAT ELEVATOR. To satisfy Orthodox Jewish laws against doing "work" on the 
Sabbath, this elevator has been set to stop automatically at each floor, so no one needs to push an 
elevator button. Prayers can be said at each level. For those not observing Jewish laws, this is 
definitely not the elevator to take if one is in a hurry. 


SHABBAT 
ELEVATOR 


STOPS ON EVERY 
Foor 


Figure 120. Shabbat Elevator in Israel 


Figure 120. Sebastian Wallroth from Deutschland 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Flickr_-_swallroth_- Shabbat_Elevator, Haifa, Israel_(1).jpg), “Flickr 
- swallroth - Shabbat Elevator, Haifa, Israel (1)”, Cropped by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20 — Both in the morning and in the evening,we hear lectures with 
the following information by Ernest Fitzgerald, retired Bishop of Atlanta: 


On the Sabbath, Pharisees, according to their religious laws, could give medicine to prevent illness 
but not medicine to cure illnesses that already existed. Death on a cross sometimes took as long as 
3 days. William Barclay had the theory that the Alexander at Ephesus who helped Paul was 
actually the son of Simon of Cyrene, who carried Jesus' cross. 


If you had been God, would you have had your son born of a maiden and born in miserable 
Bethlehem? It's a strange way of doing business. Ironically, God even used the roads of the 
Roman Empire to spread the message. C.S. Lewis said that everyone serves God: some do it 
willingly, others are used as God's "tools." 


The present small entrance to the Church of the Nativity is a symbol of our Christian faith. In 
order to enter the church, one must either bow or be a child. Essentially, the same thing can be 
said about entering God's heaven. Our Christian faith proclaims that truly "This Is My Father's 
World." This world belongs to God, not to the Kremlin or to someone else. If God can't reach us 
from the palaces of the rich, God comes to us through the homes of the poor. We can never drift 
beyond God's love and care! 


KRREKEKKEKRREKRKEKEKEE 
We arrive at Jerusalem's OLD CITY, which Old hiatal Ne 
can be entered through seven different a te ae 
gates—not counting the sealed-up Golden Gate 
in the eastern wall that overlooks the Kidron 
Valley. The present TEMPLE MOUNT is at ee Guaries 
the southeastern corner of the Old City. In TK CHRISTIAN 
fact, the Mount's eastern wall and a portion of 5 ous seed the +* 
its southern wall also serve as perimeter walls aber ae 
of the Old City. 
The Temple Mount is built on MOUNT NS * JEWISH 
MORIAH which, by tradition, contains the QUARTER QUARTER 


rock upon which Abraham nearly sacrificed 
his son Isaac. [Genesis 22] Although it was 
common to sacrifice first-born sons in those 
days, Abraham learned through this Figure 121. Jerusalem Old City Map 
experience that God does not want human 

sacrifice. After making Jerusalem the capital city for his monarchy, King David bought this rock 
from Araunah the Jebusite, who had used it as a threshing floor for grain. [I] Samuel 24:18—25] 
On this rock, David built an altar to God. 


Figure 121. (WT-en) Jpatokal at English Wikivoyage 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Map_jerusalem_oldcity.png), “Map jerusalem oldcity’, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 
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Mount Moriah, as well as the Old City, are 
located about 130 feet up the hill, above the 
ancient City of David. David's city was closer to 
the valley floor to take advantage of the Gihon 
Spring that flowed there. The City of David was 
built on a hill called MOUNT ZION. However, 
the Bible also refers to the Temple Mount itself 
as "Mount Zion." Since Byzantine times, the 
name "Mount Zion" has been used incorrectly 
for a hill southwest of the City of David, where 
David's Tomb and the Cenacle are located 
today. 


Figure 122. 1839 Lithograph of Jerusalem and 


its Temple Mount on Mount Moriah ee 5 
David Roberts (1796-1864) In the 10th century BC, David's son, King 


Solomon, constructed both the Temple Mount 
and the FIRST JEWISH TEMPLE on Mount Moriah. 
Solomon is said to have incorporated the rock upon 
which David had his altar into the design of his Temple, 
but it's not known how or where. The Temple is said to 
have been built of snow-white blocks from Solomon's 
Quarry-—near today's Damascus Gate. Our guide says that 
David could not build this Temple, because he was a 
"man of blood." The Babylonians destroyed Solomon's 
Temple and Temple Mount in 587/586 BC when they 
burned and leveled Jerusalem, and carried its inhabitants 
into Babylonian exile. 


After the Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem, 
Zerubbabel, a Persian-appointed governor of Davidic 
heritage, built the SECOND JEWISH TEMPLE about 
520-515 BC. He built this second temple on the site of 
Solomon's Temple, in part from its ruins. However, this 
second temple lacked the Ark of the Covenant. It also = 
lacked many of the first temple's finer adornments, due to Figure 123. 1546 Depiction of 


the people's poverty at this time. polpmen's Temple 
Francois Vatable (1495-1547) 


Figure 122. David Roberts 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:David_ Roberts (British, 1796-1864) - Jerusalem_-_1927.142 - Cleve 
land_Museum_of Art.jpg), “David Roberts (British, 1796-1864) - Jerusalem - 1927.142 - Cleveland Museum of 
Art”, https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 


Figure 123. Francois Vatable 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Francois_Vatable, reconstructie_van_de_tempel_van_Salomo_(detail).j 
pg), “Francois Vatable, reconstructie van de tempel van Salomo (detail)”, Lighting adjusted by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 
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About 440 BC, Nehemiah rebuilt the 
walls of the Temple Mount and the Old 
City. The second temple was desecrated 
by the Greeks in 325 BC and by the 
Romans in 63 BC. During the 2nd 
century BC Hasmonean period, the 
Temple Mount wall was expanded to the 
south. 


King Herod built the SECOND 
(THIRD) JEWISH TEMPLE during 
his reign from 37-4 BC. Because 
Zerubbabel's temple was essentially a 
Figure 124. 1898-1946 Depiction of Zerubbabel’s rebuilding of the first, modern Jews very 
Temple in Jerusalem in 579 BC often refer to Herod's temple as the 
Second Temple, for example, in the 
modern model of the 66 AD Temple Mount which our tour group visited this past Thursday. 
Herod expanded the Temple Mount considerably on the northern, western, and southern sides. 


Figure 125. Model of Herod’s Second (Third) Temple in 66 AD 


The east side was not expanded because of the sharp drop-off to the Kidron Valley. Herod's 
temple was entirely brand new, a magnificent structure. It was about 17 stories high [172 feet], 
built of white marble, and decorated with gold. Scholars still do not know exactly where this or 
the two previous temples were located on the Temple Mount, though many assume they were on 


Figure 124. Matson Collection 

(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Zerubbabel's Temple, B.C._579 LOC_matpc.11788.jpg), 
“Zerubbabel's Temple, B.C. 579 LOC matpc.11788", Cropped, Lighting adjusted by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 


Figure 125. FOTLbill (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:19 Shrine of the Book_005.jpg), “19 Shrine of 
the Book 005", public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 
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the present site of the Dome of the Rock. Herod's temple was the one Jesus knew. It is worth 
noting that concurrent with building this great Jewish Temple, Herod also built a temple in 
Caesarea for his Emperor Augustus, and a temple in Sebastia for Jupiter. Apparently, Herod 
wasn't taking any chances. 


In Jesus' day, the Jewish Temple and its taxes supported a staff of 7,000 priests and Levites, and 
many other staff members, including weavers, bakers, physicians, and scribes. The Second (Third) 
Jewish Temple and much of Herod's expanded Temple Mount were destroyed by the Romans in 
70 AD. The western Temple Mount wall-now called the "Wailing Wall"—was one of the few parts 
to survive mostly intact. 


In the period of about 130-136 AD, the Roman 
Emperor Hadrian founded a Roman city on the ruins 
of Jerusalem. Much smaller than Jerusalem, that city 
only had a population of about 5,000 at most. Hadrian 
named that city AELIA CAPITOLINA. Aelia was a 
family name of Hadrian. Capitolina was chosen to s COTenrte oF 

indicate that this new city was dedicated to the Roman °. Market Two statl ef oO 
gods Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva. Hadrian banned Jews [heeetat Pat 
from Jerusalem. And to discourage Christian worship, > ise 
he erected a temple to Venus over what many scholars y 
today believe is the tomb of Jesus. On the ruined ee 
Temple Mount, Hadrian erected a tripartite temple to 
honor Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva, and also a statue of 
himself on horseback. To disassociate this land even 
further from the Jews, Hadrian renamed it 
"Palaestina," after the Philistines, who were traditional 
enemies of the Jews. Thus we get the word on 


"Palestine." Figure 126. 1899 Reconstruction of 
Hadrian’s Aelia Capitolina 


In 326 AD, after the legalization of Christianity in the 

Roman Empire, Emperor Constantine's mother, Helena, had various churches built in Jerusalem 
on sites she believed were associated with Jesus' life. She also had all the pagan shrines destroyed. 
At this point, Christians abandoned the Temple Mount because they believed it was cursed by 
God. Eventually, it became an area for garbage. In 361-363 AD, under the reign of Julian the 
Apostate, Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem and begin rebuilding their Temple. But this 
turnabout was only temporary. After Julian's death in 363 AD, a Christian Roman Emperor 
reasserted Christian control of Jerusalem. 


Figure 126. "Mechanical Curator Collection, British Library" 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File: MACCOUN(1899) p199_ AELIA CAPITOLINA - ROMAN JERUS 
ALEM, AS REBUILT BY EMPEROR HADRIAN 136_A.D..jpg), “MACCOUN(1899) p199 AELIA 
CAPITOLINA - ROMAN JERUSALEM, AS REBUILT BY EMPEROR HADRIAN 136 A.D.”, Cropped, lighting 
adjusted by DS, https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 
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In the Temple Mount wall at ground level, just north of Robinson's Arch, archaeologists have 
found an inscription in the rock, which they believe is from this brief Julian era: 


"You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; your bodies shall flourish like the grass." 
[Isaiah 66:14a] 


In 614 AD, many churches in Palestine were destroyed by the Persians—the Church of the Nativity 
being a notable exception. In 629 AD, the Byzantine Emperor restored Jerusalem. In 638 AD, 
Jerusalem was captured by the Arab Caliph Omar. In 691 AD, Caliph Abd el-Malik built the 
DOME OF THE ROCK shrine, which still stands on the Temple Mount-the third holiest shrine 
in Islam. 


————— 


Figure 127. Dome of the Rock Figure 128. Dome of the Rock Ceiling 


Muslims believe this shrine is built over the rock, called the 
FOUNDATION STONE, where Abraham nearly sacrificed 
his son. They also believe this rock contains a footprint of 
the prophet Mohammed, left from the night he temporarily 
ascended into heaven on a winged horse to meet God face- 
to-face. Contrary to Christian and Jewish belief, Muslims 
believe it was their ancestor Ishmaelnot the Jews' ancestor 
Isaac-whom Abraham almost sacrificed. From 1099-1187 
AD, the Crusaders changed all the buildings on the Temple 
Mount into places of Christian worship. They were changed 
back to Muslim sites when the Crusaders were defeated. 
Now only Muslims worship on the Temple Mount. 


Figure 129. The Foundation Stone 


Figure 127. Gerd Eichmann (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem-Felsendom-12-2010-gje.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 128. Virtutepetens (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dome_of_Rock_(Jerusalem_2018) 02.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 129. Virtutepetens 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Foundation_stone_on_Dome_of Rock (2018) 3.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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Some portions of today's Temple Mount 
wall were built by Herod [1st century BC], 
the Hasmoneans [2nd—|st century BC], and 
Nehemiah [c. 440 BC]. However, not a 

: single stone in this wall is left from 

HEROS EXTENSION ut | Solomon's era—unless it is now underground 
in the wall's foundation. In Herod's time, the 
Temple Mount wall was 150 feet tall. 

40-50 feet of this wall are now 
underground. One stone in this wall is 65 
feet long and weighs 300—400 tons. 
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In the wilderness, Jesus was tempted to 
throw himself off the Temple Mount’s 
pinnacle, so people would be impressed 
when God's angels miraculously saved him. 
pa tHE HOUSE es || The southeast corner of the Temple Mount 
THE aaceie AINCTUARY He wall has often been thought of as that 
: PINNACLE OF THE TEMPLE. The fall 
from that point to the Kidron Valley floor is 
Pe Gate ules | estimated to have been 295 feet, or even 
= «+|\l| more, in Jesus' day. Eusebius, the early 
Church historian, recorded a tradition that 
the priestly authorities had James, brother 
of Jesus and early leader of Jerusalem 
Christians, thrown off this pinnacle to his 


Figure 130. Herod’s Temple and Area death. 
(1899 Reconstruction) 
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All along the perimeter of Herod's Temple 
Mount there were porticos—"stoa" in Greek. Three of these long porticos were supported by rows 
of columns, which formed a large center section, and two narrower aisles on either side. One of 
these three, SOLOMON'S PORTICO [Solomon’s Porch in the above image; dots represent 
columns], ran along the east wall overlooking the Kidron Valley. Solomon's Portico was 1,500 
feet long and 49 feet wide. After Pentecost, Peter healed a lame man and proclaimed his faith to 
an astonished crowd gathered in this portico. [Acts 3:11-4:4] 


The fourth and largest portico, called the ROYAL PORTICO or Hanuyot [The Royal Cloister in 
the above image], ran along the south wall. According to Josephus it had a total of 162 columns 


Figure 130. Mechanical Curator Collection, British Library, MacCoun, “The Holy Land in Geography and in 
History [with maps and plans]”, Vol. II, 1899 

(https://commons. wikimedia. org/wiki/File:- MACCOUN(1899) p181 JERUSALEM, PLAN OF THE TEMPLE _ 
AREA. jpg) “p181 JERUSALEM, PLAN OF THE TEMPLE AREA”, Cropped, Lighting adjusted, red arrow/text 
added by DS, https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 
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in four rows. Its center ceiling was very high—higher than the two side aisle ceilings. Rabbis used a 
portion of this portico for teaching the law. About 30 AD, the estimated year of Jesus' death, the 
prestigious council of Jewish religious leaders, called the Sanhedrin, began using a portion of this 
portico and its underground level for their activities. Concurrently, some of this portico was 
turned into a marketplace for money changers and other dealers in religious items. 


The underground level, beneath the eastern end of this 
portico, contains a series of large halls, since called 
SOLOMON'S STABLES. Likely, the animals for 
Temple sacrifice were kept in pens here. Tens of 
thousands of lambs were kept here during Passover 
season. This trade in animals for slaughter was controlled 
by the "treasurers" and "trustees" of the Temple high 
priesthood. 


Figure 131. Solomon’s Stable 2007 


The Royal Portico is likely the place where Mary and 
Joseph found their 12 year-old son Jesus, "sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 
asking them questions." [Luke 2:41-51] It's almost certainly the place where Jesus drove the 
merchants out of the Temple-though possibly this took place on the Portico's underground level, 
where the animals were kept. [John 2:13-22] It appears then that Jesus was protesting a very 
recent commercialization of the Temple. Jesus likely taught in the Royal Portico during the week 
following Palm Sunday. [Luke 21:37] Ultimately, Jesus was tried 
before this same newly relocated Sanhedrin. [Mark 14:53—65; 15:1] 


Most of the Old City walls visible today were reconstructed by the 
Ottoman Turk Suleiman the Magnificent in about 1538-1542 AD. 
They enclose an irregular quadrangle and are about 2.5 miles in 
length and 38 feet in average height. Generally speaking, the ground 
level of today's Jerusalem is about 20 feet higher than the Jerusalem 
of Jesus' day—though this varies considerably. Fear of thieves kept 
people from living outside these Old City walls. This didn't change 

| until the 1860's, when the English philanthropist Sir Moses 
Montefiore built the first housing beyond these walls—and a windmill, 
which usually lacks enough wind to work properly. 


Figure 132. Dung Gate 


We enter the Old City from the south by the DUNG GATE [See 
also Figure 85], named for the fact that ancient Jerusalem carried its garbage out this gate. 


Figure 131. Dr. Abdullah Marouf (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File: aged _!Jarslou-JPG), “avcedu 
IJasslow”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 132. Abraham Sobkowski OFM 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_Dung Gate _2006.jpg), “Jerusalem Dung Gate 2006", 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode 
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Today’s gate is higher than the one Jesus knew. 


Near the southwest corner of the Temple Mount we see the remains of ROBINSON'S ARCH 
[See also Figure 130]. It was named for the archaeologist, Edward Robinson, who discovered it 
in 1838. In Jesus' day, this arch was part of a large, arched stairway, primarily used by pilgrims 
and priests to reach the Temple Mount. Beneath the stairway there were souvenir shops for 
pilgrims. Coins from all over the Roman Empire have been found here. 


eS : a 


Figure 133. Remains of Robinson’s Arch Figure 134. Robinson’s Arch Envisioned 


We pass through an Israeli sentry point, where 
our bags are checked for weapons. We come to a 
large open courtyard that faces the western wall 
of the Temple Mount, called THE WAILING 
WALL. This half-mile long retaining wall is one 
of the few remains from Herod's Temple area. 
With their great Temple gone, Jews have 
considered this particular stretch of wall sacred 
for at least 1,000 years now. Our guide says that 
Jews come to this wall to celebrate. The wall is 
divided into two sections, separating males and -— y 
females. From the distance, we see a slight Figure 135. The Wailing Wall 


Figure 133. y10:7"9 NDw? PDT 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:PikiWiki_Israel_3831 robinsons_arch_old_jerusalem.jpg), “PikiWiki 
Israel 3831 robinsons arch old jerusalem”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/legalcode 


Figure 134. brionv from San Francisco, United States 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_Reconstructed_view_of Robinson's Arch - Jerusalem_Arch 
aelogical Park _(6035916507).jpg), “Jerusalem Reconstructed view of Robinson's Arch - Jerusalem Archaelogical 
Park (6035916507)”, Cropped, lighting adjusted by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 135. Peter Mulligan 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dome_of the Rock and Wailing wall by Peter _Mulligan.jpg), 
“Dome of the Rock and Wailing wall by Peter Mulligan”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 
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discoloration of the stones—up to about head height—due to repeated touching by human hands. 
The narrow crevices between the blocks are filled with small, folded-up slips of paper upon which 
people have written their prayers to God. Periodically, as the crevices fill up, an Orthodox Rabbi 
gathers up all these little slips and buries them on the Mount of Olives. For the cost of $25, it's 
now possible to fax one's prayers to this wall. In 
Jesus' day, the ground level here was about 40 feet 
lower than at present. Jews stand when they pray 
and when they say the name of God. During prayer, 
they also rock back and forth in a bowing motion. 
This practice is based on Psalm 35:10: 


"All my bones shall say, '0 LORD, who is like you? 
You deliver the weak from those too strong for them, 
the weak and needy from those who despoil them.'" 


x 


It is said that instead of praying at the wall, Jews 
really pray through the wall to where their Temple 
used to be. Our group visits the wall. The men in our 
group don cardboard yarmulkes, which are provided. I note the wall is cool and smooth to my 
touch. The niches are filled with personal prayer papers—to which I add my own. I’m surprised 
that Jewish worshippers here seem totally oblivious to the presence of tourists. From 1948 to 
1967, Jordan didn’t allow Jews to come to this wall. Now Jews pray at this wall that their Temple 
will be rebuilt on the same site as the preceding ones. Orthodox Jews believe two miracles have 
already occurred: Israel became a state and Jerusalem was annexed. They now hope the Messiah 
will come so their new Temple can be built. However, it’s possible the Messiah will only want a 
"spiritual" Temple when he comes. 


Figure 136. Praying at the Wailing Wall 


To the left of that wall, we enter WILSON'S ARCH, 
which is now a large hall, where Torahs are kept. In Jesus' 
day, this arch supported a large road onto the Temple 
Mount. Inside this hall, we see a shaft at least 20 feet deep, 
which reveals some foundation stones of this wall. Some 
Jews here wear broad-brimmed black fir hats, called 
"shtreimels." We are told these are Orthodox Jews from 
Poland. We make our way back out of this large hall. We 
ascend a ramp up to the Temple Mount and pass through 


Figure 137. Wilson’s Arch 


Figure 136. Paul Arps from The Netherlands 

(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Prayers_at_the Wailing Wall (East Jerusalem, 2013) (8683269294).j 
pg), “Prayers at the Wailing Wall (East Jerusalem, 2013) (8683269294)”, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 137. Utilisateur:Djampa 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Old_Jerusalem_Wilson's Arch _P1060606.JPG), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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the MOORS GATE-the only gate to the Mount controlled by Israel. The Temple Mount is 
about the size of 24 football fields. The silver/grey-domed mosque by the Temple Mount's 
southern wall is called AL-AQSA, which means "the distant." It's said to be the most distant 
mosque visited by Mohammed. Over the centuries, this mosque has been severely damaged by 
earthquakes because, unlike the nearby Dome of the Rock, it's not built on solid bedrock. 


Figure 138. Al-Aqsa Mosque Figure 139. Interior of Al-Aqsa Mosque 


Outside this mosque, there are two pillars that stand very close together. According to legend, 
faithful Muslims who can squeeze through these two pillars will also be able to squeeze into the 
gates of heaven. Beginning in about 1118 AD, for a relatively brief time during the Crusader era, 
the Order of the Knights Templar turned this mosque into a church, "Templum Solomonis," and 
made it their headquarters. In 1951, King Abdullah of 
Transjordan was assassinated while entering this 
mosque. He was the grandfather of today's King 
Hussein. In 1969, a deranged Australian tourist tried 

3 unsuccessfully to burn this mosque down. Walking in 
~~=4| the courtyard of El Aqsa and in sight of the Dome of the 
»| Rock, we pass by the large fountain, named AL-KAS, 
which Muslims use for washing their feet before their 

| prayers. We see metal plaques near the fountain that 
proclaim in Arabic and Hebrew, these words of God to 
Moses at the Burning Bush, in Exodus 3:5: 


Figure 140. Al-Kas Ablution Fountain 


"Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is 
holy ground." 


Figure 138. Ludvig14 (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_Al-AqsaMosque_J93.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 139. Virtutepetens (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Al-Aqsa_Mosque (2018) left_side.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 140.Jean-David et Anne-Laure from Québec, Canada 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:D6me_du_Rocher, Jérusalem_-_Jean-David_et_Anne-Laure.jpg), 
“Dome du Rocher, Jérusalem - Jean-David et Anne-Laure’, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 
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We get a close look at the beautiful geometric designs on 

the exterior of the octagonal DOME OF THE ROCK. The 
octagonal design of this building matches the design of the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Both express the ancient idea 
that Jerusalem is at the center of the universe—the "navel" of 
the world. A later Muslim ruler decided to take credit for this 
great mosque. On the mosque's dedication plaque, he 
substituted his own name for the builder's. However, he 
forgot to change the date. Thus, this plaque is left, claiming 
that this ruler dedicated his mosque some 200 years before his 
own birth! Someone told me there are plans to change this 
dome from gold to silver—I hope that's not true. During the 
Crusader period, this mosque, for a brief period of time, was 
converted into a church, called "Templum Domini," and a 
huge golden cross was erected above its golden dome. 


Immediately behind this great mosque, we see the smaller 
prototype from which it was built. The DOME OF THE CHAIN 
has 17 pillars, all of which can be seen at once from any point. It's 
been said, in Muslim tradition, that in Solomon's time, a chain, 
which only the righteous could grasp, hung down here from 
heaven. 


Jews have been without their Temple since 70 AD. Today, Jews 
do not worship on the Temple Mount. In fact, many Orthodox 
Jews today refuse even to go up on the Temple Mount, for fear 
they will accidentally step on the ancient site of the Temple's 
"Holy of Holies" and die. Orthodox Jews maintain that during the 

Figure 142. Dome of the Chain Six-Day War, Moshe Dayan should have taken the Temple Mount 

over. But that was not done, for fear that the entire Muslim world 

would be provoked into a religious war. Immediately after that war, the Israeli government 
banned all Jewish worship on the Temple Mount. Naomi Shepherd, in her 1988 biography of 
Jerusalem's Mayor, Teddy Kolleck, calls this ban "perhaps the single most inflammatory issue in 
the city." This ban has provoked confrontations with some Jews, but nonetheless, the government 
enforces it very strictly. 


We are told that if the Jewish Temple were to be rebuilt on the Temple Mount, the Mount would 
have to undergo "cleansing" beforehand—because of everything that has happened here over the 


Figure 141. Virtutepetens (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dome_of_the Rock_outside_(2018).jpg), 
Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 142. Thafer (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Untitled_-_panoramio_- Thafer_(15).jpg), “Untitled 
- panoramio - Thafer (15)”, Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode 
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centuries. In other words, all the buildings presently on the Mount would have to be destroyed. 


There are various theories as to where Solomon's Temple was located on the Temple Mount. Our 
guide shares some of them with us. Some say the Dome of the Rock currently occupies the site of 
that Temple. Others think it was located somewhat east or north of the Dome of the Rock site. 

In 1989, Rabbi Goren conducted secret excavations under the Temple Mount. He felt he was on 
the verge of finding the foundation of the Temple, but the Israeli government stopped him to 
avoid a major incident with the Muslim community. We leave the Temple Mount by the "Needle 
Eye Gate" in the northwest corner. 


On the eastern side of the Old City we visit the CONVENT OF THE SISTERS OF SION. It's 
in a portion of the Hasmonean fortress that Herod the Great rebuilt and named the ANTONIA 
[See arrow in the image below] after his friend Mark Antony. Herod built this fortress with four 
150-foot-high towers to overlook the Temple Mount. Herod anticipated riots on the Mount, but 
= there were none during his reign 

j| because the economy was very 
good—due in large part to Herod's 
many building projects. In the 
Passover season, Roman troops 
from Caesarea were stationed at the 
Antonia fortress to keep the peace. 
This fortress is mentioned in the 
New Testament. It is the "barracks" 
where the Apostle Paul was held prisoner after he was accused by Asian Jews of bringing a 
Gentile into a forbidden area of the Temple. [Acts 21:27—40; 22:24; 23:10,16,32] 


fae 143. Antonia fortress in 66 AD <a Temple Model 


We go into the Convent's basement, 6 feet below 
today's street level, where we see the 
LITHOSTROTOS, Greek for "The Stone 
Pavement." This is an ancient courtyard, 
approximately 105 by 157 feet, made up of large 
paving blocks. More of this courtyard is found next 
door in the Church of the Condemnation and 
Imposition of the Cross. Many of the paving blocks 
we see in this basement have deep, parallel grooves to 
prevent horses from slipping. 


Figure 144. The Lithostrotos 


Figure 143. Sarah Murray from South Bend, IN, USA 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Israel_ Museum_17309_(14283249942).jpg), “Israel Museum 17309 
(14283249942), Cropped, arrow added by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 144. Aleksei m (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lithostrotos.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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Some blocks are inscribed with Roman games, similar, perhaps, to those used when the Roman 
soldiers threw lots to divide Jesus' clothing among them. [Luke 23:34] 


gia" eye _ =. —— 


<P 


Figure 145. Diagram of Inscribed Flooring Figure 146. An Inscribed Floor Stone 
in the Lithostrotos in the Lithostrotos 


The circular gameboard we see has been called the "Game of Kings," but no one knows how to 
play it today. There are three traditions concerning this pavement. It is said to be the actual 
courtyard of Herod's Antonia. It is also said to be, concurrently, the PRAETORIUM, where 
Jesus was tried before Pontius Pilate. [John 18:28—19:16] It is also said to be the site of the stone 
judge's bench, called "Gabbatha," upon which Pilate sat to judge Jesus. 


I should note that many modern archaeologists believe the Lithostrotos itself is not part of the 
original Antonia but rather only dates back to 135 AD, the period of the later Roman city "Aelia 
Capitolina." Furthermore, there is debate about the actual location of Pilate's Praetorium. 
Traditional Via Dolorosa mapping assumes the Praetorium was at the Antonia. However, many 
noted archaeologists believe Pilate's Praetorium was actually in HEROD’S JERUSALEM 
PALACE, which was near the western wall in the southwest corner of the Old City. In part, it's a 
question of whether Pilate stayed in Herod's palace as visiting Prefects usually did, or whether, 
due to the Passover season, Pilate purposely stayed at the Antonia fortress instead, to keep a 
sharp eye on Temple Mount activities, in order to ward off a possible uprising of Jews. Herod's 
palace covered 4.5 acres and was the governmental headquarters in Jesus' day. Herod’s palace in 
Jerusalem was also essentially a fortress, given the three towers that were built with it to help 


Figure 145. Aleksei m (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lithostrotos. Game_of_King.jpg), Cropped by 
DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 146. Willem van de Poll 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:In_de_Lithostrotos_kelder_ingekraste_tekening_van_de_doornenkroon 
_in_ het_origin, Bestanddeelnr_255-5343 jpg), “In de Lithostrotos kelder ingekraste tekening van de doornenkroon 
in het origin, Bestanddeelnr 255-5343", Cropped, lighting darkened to show inscriptions better by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 
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provide for its protection. Those three towers 
| were named Phasael, Hippicus, and Mariamne. 
| Very little now remains of that palace fortress. 
| It is said that its site is now occupied by the 
| Tower of David Museum, a police station, and 
a former Turkish prison, all of which are in the 
Armenian Quarter of the Old City. Herod’s 
palace-fortress and the Antonia fortress were 
on opposite sides of the Old City. Thus, their 
respective paths to Golgotha would have been 
totally different. From Herod's Palace, the path 
Figure 147. The Temple Model Depiction of Herod’s probably would have run north along today's 
Jerusalem Palace with its Three Towers Armenian Patriarchate Street, passing the 
Citadel and the Jaffa gate on the left. Crossing 
David Street, the path probably continued through today's Hotel Petra, then passed the ancient 
pool of Hezekiah (Amygdalon) on its way to the nearby quarry and Golgotha, over which the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre now stands. Other noteworthy palace fortresses of Herod were in 
Masada, Caesarea, and Herodium. 


Outside the Lithostrotos, we see the VIA 
DOLOROSA, (“Sorrowful Way” or “Way fe 
of The Cross’), which is considered, by Damascus ate wus 


tradition, to be the route Jesus took on Good 

Friday from Pilate's Praetortum to Golgotha. 
Christian pilgrimage processions through the 
Old City are said to have been made by at coat ot ne a 
least the 5" century AD, if not earlier. That 

custom evolved over time, as there came to 
be greater interest in two things: determining 


the actual Old City locations associated with ilo Go 

Jesus’ death and defining the route that 

pilgrims would take to be able to follow in AaRTeR _ JEWISH QUARTER 

the footsteps of Jesus as he made his way to he 

the Cross. The traditional Via Dolorosa usin 

extends from the former site of Herod’s Zen Gate 

Antonia fortress to the Church of the Holy Figure 148. Map of the Old City of Jerusalem with the 
Sepulchre. By the 18" century AD, that route Traditional Via Dolorosa Path 


appears to have been widely accepted by 


Figure 147. Berthold Werner (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_Modell_BW_10.JPG), 
“Jerusalem Modell BW 10", public domain, see: https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/Template: PD-self 


Figure 148. Obendorf (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_the Old City_of_Jerusalem.svg), “Map 
of the Old City of Jerusalem”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 
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Christians. The Via Dolorosa is estimated to be 
The 14 Stations of the Cross about 2,000 feet [.37 of a mile] long. Will one be 
of the Via Dolorosa able to walk on the same stones Jesus did in 
EE ee making that journey? For the most part, the answer 
.. jégue 4 condemned to déath to that question is “no.” For most streets in today’s 
_ Jesus takes up his Cross Old City of Jerusalem are said to be several or 
. Jesus falls the first time more feet above the streets of Jesus’ day. The 
4, Jesus meets his Mother episodes of destruction, rebuilding, and 
- Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry the Cross ff) modernization which have occurred over the 
centuries since Jesus’ time have played a significant 


. Veronica wipes the face of Jesus 
. Jesus falls for the second time ° : . 
. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem role in creating that difference. 


. Jesus falls for the third time 
10, Jesus is stripped of his garments There are 14 STATIONS OF THE CROSS on 
11. Jesus is nailed to the Cross today’s traditional Via Dolorosa. The total number 


12. Jesus dies on the Cross 


13. Jesus is taken down from the Cross and identity of them 


has evolved over time. 
By the 18" century 
AD, the current 14 stations and their significance were officially 
accepted by the Roman Catholic Church. Though, apparently, some 
of those stations [I, IV, V, and VIII] were not widely accepted by 
other Christians until the 19" century. Stations I, II, and the Convent 
of the Sisters of Sion are fairly close together. Their respective claims 
to be the site of Jesus' trial before Pilate overlap. Five stations [III, 
IV, VI, VII, and IX] are based on non-scriptural traditions. 


I'm not sure we see it, but STATION I is at 
the El-Umariya school. It is said, by tradition, 
to be on the site of the Praetorium [at the 
Antonia fortress] where Pilate sat on the 
__ | judge's bench, called "Gabbatha," to judge 

\.| Jesus. There was once a Crusader church on this site. 


Figure 149. Station I 
El-Umariya School 


: Just across the Via Dolorosa, we see STATION II in the courtyard of the 

Figure 150. Station II Franciscan Bible School and Museum. It is said to be the site where Jesus 
Sculpture received the cross. [John 19:17] In this courtyard, I see palm trees and a 

brown wooden cross about 5 feet tall, which is kept there for pilgrims to 


Figure 149. Fallaner 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy_Land_2016 P0937 Via _Dolorosa_First_Station.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 150. Fallaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy Land 2019 (2) P140 Jerusalem_Via Dolorosa Second_Station.j 
pg), Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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carry along the Via Dolorosa. On the right 
side of this courtyard, we enter the Franciscan 
CHURCH OF THE FLAGELLATION, the] _ 
traditional site where Jesus was scourged. The 
church's doorway symbolizes the "crown of 
thorns." Inside, an altar is dedicated to the 
Apostle Paul, who was a prisoner in the 
Antonia. At the other end of this courtyard is 
the CHURCH OF THE 

Figure 151. CONDEMNATION AND IMPOSITION Bi: 
Crosses for Pilgrims QF THE CROSS. It is said, by tradition, that |bemdher 
this church sits on the site where Pilate sentenced Jesus to death. Figure 152. Station II 
Adjacent to the Convent of the Sisters of Sion, this chapel also Church of the Flagellation 
contains a section of the Lithostratos. As noted before, the 
significance attributed to sites in Stations I and II overlap. 


Figure 153. Station I Figure 154. Painting above the Altar 
Church of the Condemnation Church of the Condemnation 
and Imposition of the Cross and Imposition of the Cross 


Figure 151. Mattes (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:East_ Jerusalem Batch_1 (888).jpg), “East 
Jerusalem Batch 1 (888)”, public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 


Figure 152. Oleg Moro (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:449.Flagellation_Church.Jerusalem.jpg), 
“449 Flagellation Church.Jerusalem”, Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 153. Bukvoed (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/F ile: Jerusalem-KM-274 jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 154. Fallaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy Land 2016 P0750 Church_of the Condemnation_and_Impositi 
on_of the Cross_altar_painting.jpg), https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Leaving the courtyard, we begin to walk along the narrow Via 
Dolorosa. Just a few steps away, near the Convent, we see the 
ECCE HOMO ARCH overhead. By tradition, this is the location 
where Pilate presented Jesus to the crowds, saying "Ecce Homo," 
which means "behold the man." At the time, Jesus was forced to 
wear a crown of thorns and a purple cloak. [John 19:5] 
Archaeologists believe this arch was actually built by Emperor 
Hadrian about 135 AD, to commemorate his recent victory over the 
Jews. 


On the Via Dolorosa, we are approached by a male beggar, 
probably in his late 30's. He walks with a cane, and his leg appears 
badly lacerated and oozing all over. He holds out his hand and cries Figure 155. Station II 
"Jesus, Jesus" to us. More than a few of us suspect that his ae 
"wound" is really a congealed mass of iodine, which he has put on 

himself to evoke pity—and money-—from tourists. Our guide shares our suspicion. 


We leave the Via Dolorosa to see the remains of THE POOL 
OF BETH-ZATHA (BETHESDA), where Jesus healed the 


appears only in John's Gospel. [John 5:1-18] Archaeologists 
p~ | have discovered this pool's 5 porticos mentioned in the biblical 
@m| account. A large number of people apparently came to this 
‘| pool. They held the superstition that they would be healed if 
~~! they got into the pool immediately after an angel stirred the 
| waters. The healing Jesus performed here was one of his 
greatest miracles, because it took place on the Sabbath. It was 
unlawful at this time both to heal and to carry a pallet on the 
Sabbath. Jesus got into trouble because he was such a different 
| rabbi. This pool was originally built as a water reservoir. After 
ca — | the destruction of Jerusalem, the Romans built a shrine to 
Figure Ge a Pool of Aesculapius, the Roman god of healing, on this site. The two 
Beth-zatha (Bethesda) coiled, golden snakes in today's medical caduceus were 
originally symbols of this Roman god. The Romans believed 
their god healed bathers after they fell asleep beside this pool. This pool was near the sheep 
market and the so-called "Sheep's Gate" of the Old City. 


Figure 155. Fallaner 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy_Land_2019 (2) P006 Jerusalem_Via Dolorosa_Ecce Homo Arc 
h.jpg), https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 156. hoyasmeg - https://www.flickr.com/photos/emeryjl/ hoyasmeg 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bethesda_Jerusalem.jpg), “Bethesda Jerusalem”, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 
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Nearby, we visit the CHURCH OF SAINT ANNE, said to be built on the site of the house of 
Mary's mother, Anne. A crypt in this church's basement is the traditional site of Mary's birth. On 
Palm Sunday, pilgrims traditionally enter this church after 
completing the Palm Sunday walk down the Mount of 
Olives, across the Kidron Valley, and into the Old City 
through the nearby St. Stephen's Gate. This church was 
built by the Crusaders on the site of a 5th century church 
destroyed by the 
Persians in 614 AD. 
Muslims under Saladin 
[12th century AD] used 
this building as a school. 
After the 1853-1856 ae zs 
Crimean War, the Turks Figure 157. Church of Saint Anne 
gave this church to their 

allies, the French. Subsequently, it came under the care of the 
"White Fathers" and was restored in 1878. The small crypt of this 
church contains an altar and, above it, an icon depicting the 
Nativity of Jesus’ mother Mary. The acoustics in this church are 
marvelous. Our group tests them by singing "Alleluia." 


be Sates 


Figure 158. Nativity of Mary Icon We leave the Old City by the 


nearby gate, which has many names: Sheep's Gate, St. Stephen's 
Gate, Lions' Gate, and Mary's Gate. Tradition holds that St. 
Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was stoned outside this gate. 
[Acts 7:54-60] In the 1967 Six-Day War, the Israelis fought 
their way up the steep road, surrounded by high embankments, 
which leads up to this gate. Across the valley, we see the Mount 
of Olives. 


On our way to that Mount, we see university buildings belonging 
to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Our guide 
notes that Mormons are supposed to convert everyone, except 
Jews. As a condition of founding their university here, LDS 


— 


Figure 159. St. Stephen’s Gate 


Figure 157. Chris06 (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Church_of St_Anne (Jerusalem) (04).jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 158. Octave 444 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nativité_de la Vierge Marie Sainte-Anne de Jérusalem.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 159. Gerd Eichmann (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem-Loewentor-02-2010-gje.jpg), 
Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


73 


leaders in Salt Lake City had to guarantee that there 
would be no attempts to convert Jews on this campus. 


We eat lunch at the Arab Seven Arches Hotel [See 
arrow in image at left], which sits atop the Mount of 
Olives. From the dining room, we have a spectacular 
la) view of the Temple Mount and Old City. Apparently, 
j| many tourists, such as ourselves, are lodged here. 
Outside the hotel are camel drivers who, for a fee, 
eagerly seat tourists atop their camels for photos. 


: a) While on the Mount of Olives, we 
Figure 160. Seven Arches Hotel visit the CHURCH OF THE 
ASCENSION, located on a traditional site from which Jesus ascended into 
heaven, 40 days after his resurrection. [Acts 1:9] This tiny church was first 
built about 384-390 AD with its ceiling open to the sky, to symbolize the 
Ascension. In 1187 AD, Saladin added a dome, to use this building as a 
mosque. Later, it became a church 
again. Now it is shared by both a: 
Christians and Muslims. Muslims —— ae 
regard Jesus as a great prophet. A Figure 161. Church of 
nearby mosque also the Ascension 
commemorates the Ascension. 
Inside the church, there is a rock, said to have Jesus' 
footprint on it, presumably left when he "sprang" into 
heaven. To me, this is probably the least impressive 
"traditional" Christian site we visit in Israel. The idea 
that Jesus did, or needed to, leave a footprint in a rock 
seems hardly biblical. Each year during the Feast of 
Ascension, 40 days after Easter, five Christian 
denominations pitch tents in the courtyard surrounding 
this church to hold 24 hour prayer services, each in their own area. It's also worth noting that, in 
contrast to Acts, Luke 24:50 says that Jesus' ascension took place near Bethany, not here. 


- Lo 
—— 7 


Figure 162. Ascension Rock with 
Tradition of “Jesus’ Footprint” 


Figure 160. State of Israel (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_Old_City_(8118440093).jpg), 
“Jerusalem Old City (8118440093)”, Cropped, arrow added by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 161. Herwig Reidlinger (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ascensio_Jerusalem.jpg), “Ascensio 
Jerusalem”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 162. Yoav Dothan 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Church_of_the Ascension, Jerusalem3001.JPG), “Church of the 
Ascension, Jerusalem3001", marked as public domain, more details on Wikimedia Commons: 
https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 
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A SABBATH DAY’S JOURNEY is the distance Jews are allowed to travel on the Sabbath— 
somewhat less than a mile. It's a walk that doesn't tire one out. The law derives from Exodus 
16:29. Acts 1:12 notes that the Mount of Olives is a sabbath's day journey from Jerusalem. 
Orthodox Jews sometimes put a fence around a town to show the Sabbath day's journey limit. 
Rabbis sometimes allow people to go beyond that limit, particularly for practical reasons, such as 
the need to attend worship elsewhere. On the Sabbath, many Orthodox Jews wear their shawls 
instead of carrying them to avoid "work." 


We come to the ornate DAMASCUS GATE, which leads into the Muslim Quarter. Outside the 
gate, merchants have spread out their colorful wares on terraces leading to the gate. We notice 
small animals for sale here. We also pass by some barbecuing meat. Its smoke wafts over us. I 
sense that one could sit on the wall outside this particular gate for hours, just experiencing the 
people, exotic sounds, various smells, and rich display of different colors. At the base of this gate, 
we see large stones from the Herodian era. Entering the Old City through this gate, we find the 
street is relatively narrow and very crowded. Masses of people push past each other, up and down 
the city steps. Most of these steps have a pair of narrow ramps, just wide enough to allow 


11} EEE Figure 164. Damascus Gate seen from 
Figure 163. Damascus Gate Inside the Old City 


wheeled carts to get to the next level. It's a good way to break an ankle, so we step very carefully. 
I marvel at an elderly Arab who pushes a wheelbarrow with a small, old tire tied behind it. At each 
step, this man points his wheelbarrow down the little ramp, then steps on the tire dragging behind 
it to ride it down. All the while, he hangs onto the wheelbarrow handles. Our group travels single- 
file, but in a tight line. We are readily recognized as tourists. There are narrow shops on either 
side from which shopkeepers call to us, trying to interest us in their merchandise. We feel some 
anxiety as we pass through these streets. We’ve been warned about pickpockets. Young Israeli 
soldiers with rifles are stationed at various key intersections in this Old City, a good portion of 


Figure 163. Daniel Case (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Damascus_ Gate, Old City, Jerusalem.jpg), 
“Damascus Gate, Old City, Jerusalem”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 164. Chris Yunker from St. Louis, United States 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_Damascus_Gate_(2542486261).jpg), “Jerusalem Damascus 
Gate (2542486261)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 
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which are enclosed overhead. Ironically, I find the presence of these soldiers comforting, like a 
safe harbor in a strange sea of continuous turmoil. 


We resume our walk on the 
Via Dolorosa as we pass by 
STATION III at the Polish 
Catholic Chapel. It’s the 
traditional spot where Jesus 
fell with the cross for the first 
time. It’s a small chapel said 
to have been built by 
Armenian Catholics in the 19" 
century. The first fall of Jesus, 
with angels watching, is 
depicted above this church’s 


altar. Figure 166. First Fall of Jesus 


Next, we come to STATION IV. It is 
the traditional spot where Jesus met his 
mother while carrying the cross to 
Golgotha. That station is located at the 
Church of Our Lady of Sorrows, which 
| is an Armenian Catholic church erected 
‘| in 1881. 


Figure 167. Station IV 
Church of Our Lady of Sorrows 


Figure 168. Jesus Meets 
His Mother 


Figure 165. Fallaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy_Land_Pilgrimage 2017 _P019 Via _Dolorosa_Third_Station.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 166. Fallaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy_Land_2016 P0697 Via Dolorosa_Third_Station_interior.jpg), 
Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 167. Gary Todd from Xinzheng, China 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_Old_City_Station_of_the Cross_on_Via_Doloroso_ (413665 
57660).jpg), “Jerusalem Old City Station of the Cross on Via Doloroso (41366557660)”, Cropped by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 


Figure 168. Anton 17 (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chapel_in_ 4th Station _(Via_Dolorosa).JPG), 
“Chapel in 4th Station (Via Dolorosa)”, Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 
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Continuing on, we come to STATION V at the Franciscan Chapel of Simon of Cyrene. This 
station is the traditional site where Simon is thought to have taken the cross to carry it for Jesus. 
[Luke 23:26] There is a dark colored rock in it to the right of that chapel’s door. According to 
legend, that rock contains the imprint of Jesus’ hand, as he tried to support himself against it. In a 
spirit of prayer, many Via Dolorosa travelers seek to place one of their own hands in that rock’s 
depression. From this point on, the Via Dolorosa begins to climb uphill. 


Figure 169. Station V Figure 170. Rock with Tradition of 
Chapel of Simon of Cyrene the Imprint of Jesus’ Hand 


We pass by STATION VI, which is the traditional spot 
where a woman in the crowd, Veronica, supposedly put a 
cloth against Jesus' face to wipe off his sweat and give 
him some comfort. And the result is that his image 

| appeared on the cloth. This tradition is not biblical. It's 


Latin words "Vera Icon," which means "true image." That 
=| image of Jesus has often been referred to as the “Veil of 
Veronica,” and different portrayals of Jesus’ face have 


Figure 171. Station VI claimed to be the relic Veronica secured. de 
Veronica Chapel Wipes Jesus’ Face 


Figure 169. Dan Lundberg 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:20110224 0396 Jerusalem _(5539900851).jpg), “20110224 0396 
Jerusalem (5539900851)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 170. Victorgrigas 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_crosses_spot_Victor_Grigas 2011 -1-15.jpg), “Jerusalem 
crosses spot Victor Grigas 2011 -1-15", https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 171. Fallaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy Land Pilgrimage 2017 P076 Sixth Station.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 172. Fallaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy_Land_2019 (2) P027 Jerusalem Via Dolorosa_Sixth_Station.jp 
g), https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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STATION VIL is the traditional site where Jesus fell for the second time. A Franciscan Chapel is 
here, and within it there is an old Roman post, said to be where Jesus fell. It's also said that a city 
gate was here in Jesus' day. Christians have called this the "Judgment Gate" because, by tradition, 
a notice of Jesus' death was posted there. 


Ss 


— Figure 175. Jesus Falls 
Figure 173. Figure 174. Altar at for the Second Time 
Seventh Station Franciscan Chapel Wall Sculpture 


We come to STATION VIII where Jesus consoled some 
faithful women of Jerusalem who were crying. [Luke 
j| 23:27-31] In Jesus' day, it was illegal to show signs of 
i| sympathy to the condemned. As Jesus said to those women: 


“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for ; 
yourselves and your children.” [Luke 23:28] Figure 177. Jesus 


Figure 176. Consoles Women 
Eighth Station Wall Sculpture 


Figure 173. Kyle Taylor from London, 84 Countries 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_- The Old City - 115 (4261653096).jpg), “Jerusalem - 
The Old City - 115 (4261653096)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 174. Oleg Moro (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:475.qnnin_Awpyn_ wan wW707.jpg), 
“A75.annin awpyn w? ava T1117”, Cropped, lighting adjusted by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 175. Fallaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy_Land_2019 (2) P029 Jerusalem Via Dolorosa Seventh Station. 
jpg), Cropped, lighting adjusted by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 176. Fallaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy_Land_Pilgrimage 2017 P059 Eighth Station.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 177. Fallaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy Land_2019 (2) P032 Jerusalem_Via Dolorosa_Eighth Station.j 
pg), Cropped, lighting adjusted by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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——=| We ascend a stairway. We see a 
Roman column [See arrow in image at 
| left] that rests against a wall beside a 
24| doorway to the Coptic Orthodox 
| Patriarchate. Below that column is 


|| At this point, we encounter a young a ba 
-| Arab pedlar who singles out one of the Figure 179. Jesus Falls for the 
ee! clergy in our group who is walking Third Time -Wall Sculpture 
Figure 178. Ninth Station —_—_ just ahead of me and carrying a small 
front pack around his waist. Insistent and threatening, the pedlar crowds the minister and 
surreptitiously tries to reach into his pack. I walk a little faster and try to block the pedlar, while 
the minister walks across to my other side. As we come to a small door to pass through, the 
pedlar finally gives up, but not before he glares at me and gruffly warns me to mind my own 
business. 


We have come to the roof of the CHURCH OF THE HOLY 
SEPULCHRE, where we see the ETHIOPIAN COMPOUND, 
otherwise known as Deir es-Sultan (Monastery of the Sultan). We walk 
by rounded huts, seemingly made of cement, where Ethiopian monks live 
and study. These are monks of the Abyssinian Orthodox Church. Their 
religious group has lived on this rooftop since 1838 or earlier. These 
monks claim to have an olive tree, which was the "thicket" where 
Abraham found a ram to sacrifice, instead of his son Isaac. [Genesis 
22:13] We take seats in the small, brightly colored ETHIOPIAN 
CHAPEL, where one of the black monks reads to us from the Acts of 
the Apostles in his native Ethiopian language. It is the story of Philip the 
Deacon meeting and baptizing the Ethiopian eunuch. [Acts 8:26-39] 
Ethiopian Christians trace the origin of Christianity in their country to this 
conversion. This monk's Bible is in the shape of a cross when open, which 
seems unique to me. 


Figure 180. 
Ethiopian Chapel 


Figure 178. Fallaner 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy_Land_2018 (2) P007_Via_Dolorosa_Ninth_Station.jpg), 
Cropped, arrow added by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 179. Fallaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy Land 2019 (2) P034 Jerusalem _Via Dolorosa Ninth Station.jp 
g), Cropped, lighting adjusted by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 180. Gerd Eichmann 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem-Grabeskirche-38-aethiopische_Kapelle-2010-gje.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


After the reading, the monk waves his Bible over us as he asks for God's blessing upon us. I'm 
pleased to leave an offering in this chapel's collection plate. I wonder if these tourist offerings 
might be the primary source of income for these monks. Walking down stairs, we come to the 
courtyard outside the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the church’s main door of entry. This 
church has long been called the "Holiest Shrine in Christendom." 
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Figure 181. Church of the Holy Se 
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Figure 182. Courtyard of the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
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Figure 183. Present Day Floor Plan of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 


Figure 181. Gerd Eichmann 


(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Church_of_the Holy Sepulchre _by_Gerd_Eichmann_(cropped).jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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Figure 182. Berthold Werner (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_Holy Sepulchre BW_24.JPG), 
“Jerusalem Holy Sepulchre BW 24", https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 183. MHz‘as (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Anastasia_Rotonda_sketch_1.svg), “Anastasia 
Rotonda sketch 1", public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 
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The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is built on sites that even 
many modern critical scholars believe are the authentic locations 
of the hill of GOLGOTHA, where Jesus was crucified, and the 
TOMB OF JESUS, where Jesus was interred after his 
crucifixion. The hill of Golgotha was part of a large quarry 
begun in the 7th—8th centuries BC. The rock is a fine, white, 
meleke-type limestone. In Jesus' day, this abandoned quarry was 
filled in and used as a garden and cemetery. Several tombs from 
this period have been found here, beneath today's church. 
Apparently, the hill of Golgotha, which somehow resembled a 
skull, was used for executions. [See arrow in image at left] In 
Jesus' day, this entire area stood outside the western wall of 


Figure 184. Golgotha in Second — Jerusalem and the Antonia fortress. 
Temple Model - Jerusalem 66 AD 


In 135 AD, the Roman Emperor Hadrian purposely obscured 
these sites to discourage Christian worship here. [See Figure 126] He filled the area in with dirt 
and retaining walls. Above this platform, he built a temple to Venus. Because Golgotha was 
somewhat higher than the platform, Hadrian erected a statue of Venus on it. 


With the help of his mother Helena, the Roman Emperor Constantine built the first Christian 
church here in 335 AD. Over the tomb site, Constantine built a rotunda. Golgotha, which he had 
squared off, stood nearby in a porticoed garden courtyard. On the other side of Golgotha, 
Constantine built a basilica-like church building. Constantine's church was burned in 614 AD by 


Figure 185. Floor Plan of 4" Century AD Church of the Holy Sepulchre 


Figure 184. Dan Lundberg 

(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:20110225 Israel_0422 Jerusalem_(5539907853).jpg), “20110225 
Israel 0422 Jerusalem (5539907853), Cropped, arrow added by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 185. Talmoryair after File:Anastasia Rotonda 4th century floor plan 2.png 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Anastasia_Rotonda_ 4th century _floor_plan_3.jpg), “Anastasia Rotonda 
4th century floor plan 3", Lighting adjusted by DS, https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 
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the Persians. Later, it was restored. 


In 1009 AD, all these structures were 
almost completely destroyed by the 
Fatimid Caliph of Cairo, El Khakim. 
The Crusaders rebuilt the church, 
pretty much in the form we see today. 
Their church is only half the length of 
Constantine's, and it completely 
enclosed Golgotha for the first time. 
In the 19th century, this church was 
damaged by fire. 


PLAN OF THE CHURCH 


HoLy SeruLcuag 
ANO THE 


ADJOINING BUILDINGS. 


Since 1757 AD (from the decree of 
Sultan Osman ITI), six different 
Figure 186. Floor Plan about 670 AD Church of the Holy Sepulchre Christian denominations have had 
authority over this church: Latin, 
Greek, Armenian Orthodox, Coptic, Syrian (Jacobite), and Abyssinian. The latter two are only 
allowed to have special services in this church. No Protestant group has been given the right to 
use this church's sanctuary for services. Protestant Reformation leaders had little interest in Holy 
Land sites; thus, they didn't try to stake any claims 
here. Over the centuries, the different Christian 
groups using this church have squabbled. To 
circumvent this difficulty, in 1246 AD, the Muslim 
ruler Saladin entrusted this church’s keys to the 
Muslim family of Jouden and the opening of this 
church's door to the Muslim family of Nuseibah. 
Descendants of those families still fulfill those roles. 
This church’s second doorway, on the right, has been 
blocked completely since Saladin's time. [See arrow in 
image at right] Even today, in the church's Rotunda, [[ 
one can see a pillar that is divided by a zig-zag border Figure 187. Blocked Off Second Door 
line into Greek and Armenian owned sections. Church of the Holy Sepulchre 


The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is dimly lit inside. As we enter, we walk by the reddish 
STONE OF UNCTION (ANOINTING), a long slab over which numerous lamps are hanging. 
This is said to cover the spot where Jesus’ body was anointed after his death. The first stone here 


Figure 186. Arculfus, and Adamnan. “The Pilgrimage of Arculfus in the Holy Land: About the Year A.D. 
670". United Kingdom, Palestine Pilgrims' Text Society, 1889, p. ii 
https://www.google.com/books/edition/_/ss\d(CAAAAY AAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1 


Figure 187. xiquinhosilva (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File: 18082-Jerusalem_(28959843886).jpg), 
“18082-Jerusalem (28959843886)”, Arrow added by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 
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was installed by the Crusaders. But it has been replaced a few times due to pilgrims chipping 
pieces off it. The present stone was placed here in 1810. It is a site of devotion, as people often 
kneel beside this stone and touch it as they express their prayers and seek to honor Jesus and his 
sacrifice for our sakes. 


Figure 188. The Stone of Unction (foreground) Figure 189. Prayer at the 
Mosaic of Jesus’ Crucifixion & Burial (background) Stone of Unction 


Figure 190. Mosaic of Jesus’ Figure 191. Mosaic of Preparing Figure 192. Mosaic of Jesus 
Entombment Jesus’ Body for the Tomb Taken Down From the Cross 


Figure 188. I, Ondiej Zvaéek 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kamen_pomazani, chram_Boziho_hrobu, Jeruzalém.jpg), “Kamen 
pomazani, chram Boziho hrobu, Jeruzalém”’, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 189. Joe Goldberg from Seattle, WA, USA 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_ Stone_of the Anointing Unction_(162173621).jpg), “The Stone 
of the Anointing Unction (162173621)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 190. AntanO (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mosaic_- Entombment_of_Jesus.JPG), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 191. Hoshvilim 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Church_of the Holy Sepulchre, Old_City_Jerusalem_43.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 192. brionv from San Francisco, United States 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_Entrance_mosaic_(6035156766).jpg), “Jerusalem Entrance 
mosaic (6035156766)”, Lighting adjusted by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 
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STATION X of the cross is said 
to be on the site where Christ was 
stripped of his garments before 
being crucified on Golgotha. [John 
19:23] That station is identified 
with the CHAPEL OF THE 
». | FRANKS, which is connected to 

_| the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
\| on the right side of its courtyard. 
[See arrow in image at left] It is 
| said that this chapel was built in 

the Middle Ages, so it could give 

= pilgrims of that period direct ; 
Figure 193. Tenth Station access to Golgotha so they could a aiacinrg 
Chapel of the Franks fulfill their vows even if the church 
itself was closed. We climb up stairs inside this church and get 

a glimpse of this chapel’s interior, but we 
don’t enter it. We continue on and visit 
several upper-level chapels which are 
heavily decorated with images, lamps, 
and other religious items. Likely, these 
chapels seem very overdone to many 
Protestants who are used to simplicity in | 
worship settings. Nonetheless, I try to see |§. 
beyond all the "adornments" to grasp the 
real historic and spiritual significance of 
these sites. 


We come to STATION XI, which is said 

to be above the site where Jesus was 

nailed to the cross. [Luke 23:33] It is 

considered to be a Roman Catholic aS grasa SS SS 

Franciscan chapel. Figure 195. Eleventh Station (right), Twelfth Station (far left) 
Thirteenth Station (middle) 


Figure 193. Mohammad Shad Siddiqui 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The Church _of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem_in_Israel.jpg), 
Cropped, arrow added by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 194. Fallaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy Land_2019 (1) P169 Jerusalem _Holy Sepulchre Chapel_of_the 
_Franks.jpg), Lighting adjusted by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 195. israeltourism 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Altar_of_ the Nails of the Cross, Holy Sepulchre.jpg), “Altar of the 
Nails of the Cross, Holy Sepulchre”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 
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STATION XII is a Greek Orthodox Chapel, 
and it is said to be on the site of Jesus’ 
crucifixion, where his cross stood on 
Golgotha and where he died. [John 19:30] 
People are taking turns crawling beneath the 
altar in this chapel. Under this altar is a metal 
disk, through which one can put one's hand to 
touch the limestone rock of Golgotha beneath 
it. Chris and I both do this, and we find the 
experience is very meaningful to us. The 
Golgotha stone feels very hard, cool, and 
smooth to my touch. Though I didn't see them 
at the time, two black disks are said to be on 


either side of this central disk. to mark the Figure 196. Twelfth Station, Greek Orthodox Chapel 
; Golgotha Limestone Rock visible on both sides of the Altar 


Figure 197. A visible Portion Figure 198. Disk below Altar Figure 199. Kneeling to Touch Golgotha 
of Golgotha beside the Altar for Touching Golgotha 


Figure 196. I, Ondiej Zvaéek 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Golgota, chram_Boziho_hrobu,_Jeruzalém.jpg), “Golgota, chram 
Boziho hrobu, Jeruzalém”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 197. Vyacheslav Bukharov (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Top_of_Golgotha_mount.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 198. adriatikus en:commons:talk 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:5208-20080122-1255UTC--jerusalem-calvary.jpg), 
“5208-20080122-1255UTC--jerusalem-calvary”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 199. Dan Lundberg 

(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Church_of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem_(5540476118).jpg), 
“Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem (5540476118)”, Cropped by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 
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locations of the crosses of the two thieves who were crucified there beside Jesus. It's estimated 
that in Jesus' day, Golgotha rose about 37 feet above ground level. Today, the top of Golgotha is 
about 16 feet above the first-floor level of this church. Golgotha rises abruptly from its bedrock 
base and appears almost S-shaped from above. It is about 23 feet in length and 10 feet at its 


Le GCIGESEE CLE CHRRETE Figure 200. (English Translation) 
Golgotha and its Chapel 


A. Limestone of Golgotha 

B. Ground Floor level of Church 

C. Floor level of Station XII 
Chapel 

D. Natural Cave 


§MR] Golgotha et roc souterrain ~ Golgotha and underground rock 
ay rs ot seperti ~ Walls and separations 

[__] Structures (différentes époques) ~ Structures (different eras) 

HS) Terre ~ Earth 


widest point. The Aramaic word "Golgotha" means "skull." The 
corresponding word "Calvary" is derived from the Latin word meaning 
"bald." Golgotha is said to have been in the middle of limestone 
quarries but was not quarried because it was considered too flawed in 
some way for that purpose. STATION XIII is the traditional site 
where Jesus' body is thought to have been taken off the cross. [Luke 
24:53] That station is in between stations XIII and XI on the church’s 
second floor and contains a sculpture of Jesus’ mother, Mary, called 
““Stabat Mater” in Latin, which is translated in English as “the mother 
stood.” That sculpture depicts Mary with a sword in her heart to 
portray the great grief she was feeling in seeing her son crucified. [John 
19:25] An alternate site that is often observed as Station XIII is the Figure 201. Station XIII 
Stone of Unction (Anointing) on the main floor of the Church of the Stabat Mater 
Holy Sepulchre. [See Figures 188, 189] 


Figure 200. Diagram inspired by the work of Guy Couturier, CSC, Professor Emeritus, University of Montreal 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Golgotha_et_sa_chapelle.JPG), “Golgotha et sa chapelle”, English 
translation and border added by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 

[See also: (https://www.interbible.org/interBible/decouverte/archeologie/1999/arc_990924.htm) based on an article 
by Professor Guy Couturier in “Parable”, May-June 1998, vol. XX number 5.] 


Figure 201. Fallaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy _Land_2019 (2) P153 Jerusalem _Holy Sepulchre _Thirteenth_Sta 
tion.jpg), Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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We now go downstairs to 
the rotunda area of the 
church, to the HOLY 
SEPULCHRE, the 
traditional site of Jesus' 
burial. [John 19:40] The 
sepulchre shrine, called the 
AEDICULE, is highly 
ornate. It is topped by an 
onion shaped-cupola. ea 
Massive candles stand ed 
before it. The shrine looks 
like a small church set : 
beneath the great, dark Figure 203. Aedicule Front 
rotunda dome overhead. An wah Eat Heerwey 
Eastern-rite priest bruskly orders our entry line to stop to allow a religious procession to pass by. 
This shrine is divided into two small chambers. We duck our heads to enter the CHAPEL OF 
THE ANGEL, which is the Aedicule’s entry point. Near the center of that chapel, there is an 
altar that is said to contain on its top a portion [about 18 inches square] of the large rolling rock 
that sealed the tomb of Jesus, until an angel came on the first Easter morning and rolled that 


» 


Figure 202. Left Side of Aedicule 
with Rotunda Dome above it 


YY 
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Figure 204. Plan of the Aedicule 
~ (22) Chapel of the Angel 
~ (23) Holy Sepulchre 


Figure 202. sca) asses ossueod 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Church_of_the Holy Sepulchre2288 jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 203. Zairon (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_Grabeskirche_Innen_Grab_Jesu_2.JPG), 
Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 204. Patterson, James Laird. “Plan of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.” “Journal of a Tour in Egypt, 
Palestine, Syria and Greece, C. Dolman”, 1852, p. 482. Internet Archive, Cropped, unneeded text deleted by DS, 
https://archive.org/details/JournalOfAT ourIn/page/n522/mode/lup 
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/legalcode 
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= Figure 206. The Altar with the ; h 
Figure 205. The Chapel of the Angel Stone viewed from above Figure 207. Entry to the 
Angel with the Angel Stone Holy Sepulchre 


rock away, then sat on it and proclaimed to Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary, that this tomb was now empty as Jesus had, in fact, 
“been raised from the dead.” [Matthew 28:1-7] We then prepare to 
duck our heads beneath a sculpted doorway of white, polished stone 
in order to enter the Aedicule’s even smaller, second chamber, 
which is STATION XIV (the Holy Sepulchre), the traditional site 
of Jesus’ burial. There we see, to our right, a red marble ledge used 
as an altar. Below it is an indented marble slab that covers what 
many scholars believe is Jesus’ actual tomb. That slab is said to be 
66 centimeters [almost 26 inches] above ground. It simulates the 
type of burial bench Jesus’ body likely would have been laid upon. 
[John 19:41,42] 


& :s 


Figure 208. The Holy Sepulchre 


Figure 205. Figure 204. Berthold Werner 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_Holy Sepulchre BW_25.JPG), “Jerusalem Holy Sepulchre 
BW 25", Cropped, lighting adjusted by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 206. adriatikus en:commons:talk 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:5249-20080 1 22-jerusalem-angel-stone-holy-sepulchre.jpg), 
“5249-20080 122-jerusalem-angel-stone-holy-sepulchre”, Cropped by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 207. Stebunik (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy-sepulchre_entry.jpg), “Holy-sepulchre 
entry”, Lighting adjusted by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 208. adriatikus en:commons:talk 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:5267-20080122-jerusalem-tomb-of-jesus.jpg), 
“5267-20080 122-jerusalem-tomb-of-jesus”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 
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A Greek Orthodox priest sits at the back end of this chamber. On the burial bench, there is a 
container of lighted votive candles. This Sepulchre has long been a very sacred site of worship for 
Christians. 


i 


Figure 209. Altar of the Holy Sepulchre 


Figure 210. Lighting Candles at the Figure 211. Praying at the Holy Sepulchre 
Holy Sepulchre 


Figure 209. Ronnie Macdonald 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tomb_of_Jesus_- Church_of_the Holy Sepulchre.jpg), “Tomb of Jesus 
- Church of the Holy Sepulchre”, Lighting adjusted by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 210. Talmoryair (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:101_0124.JPG), “101 0124", 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 211. Konrad Summers from Santa Clarita (Valencia) , California, USA 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Church_of_the Holy Sepulchre_(25596280900).jpg), “Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre (25596280900)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 
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According to Jewish law, the corpses of crucified Jews 
could not stay on the cross overnight. [Deuteronomy 
21:22] Roman law allowed relatives to claim the body of 
the deceased. In Jesus' day, Jews were usually buried with 
their limbs unbent. Typically, they were interred in a rock 
chamber behind a stone door. They were not buried in dirt. |§ aia 
After a year, the bones of the deceased were often collected |) “ ce 
and placed in a small ossuary. Apparently, Jews were then ||) 4 ¥4 
expected to visit the chamber within three days of the burial || 
to verify that the deceased was truly dead. Occasionally, 
mistakes were made. This verification allowed people 
mistakenly buried to be rescued from their sealed tombs. 
Some tombs were whitewashed on the outside each year. This was to prevent Jews from being 
ceremonially defiled by accidentally touching a dead body or tomb. [Matthew 23:27] It is worth 
noting that there are other tombs believed to be from the 1“ century AD that are beneath this 
church in its Syrian Chapel and near the Holy Sepulchre chamber on the floor above it. 
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Figure 212. 1* century AD Tombs 
in the Syrian Chapel 


It’s been said that Jesus' tomb was severely damaged in 1009 AD when the Fatimid Caliph of 
Cairo sought to destroy this tomb and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre around it. Another 
source of damage this church has likely been susceptible to through the centuries is the temptation 
of many of its pilgrims and visitors to take away pieces of it in order to remember and honor their 
visit there. As we learned, the Stone of Unction in this church had to be replaced a few times, 
most recently in 1810, because people were carrying 
away pieces of it. While we were outside this church, we 
noticed that its exterior walls are badly chipped. It's 
ironic, but even as we stood there, a young man with a 
+| small metal awl in his hand walked by us. Seeing that 

-,| reminded me of the story of monks in Jerusalem centuries 
a ago who, as part of their worship, passed a wooden cross 
among pilgrims to kiss. Eventually, that cross began to 
§| shrink. To their horror, the monks discovered that, under 
the cover of kisses, the faithful were surreptitiously biting 
that cross and carrying bits of it away in their mouths. 
Over time, some have also filled some walls of this church 
with the carvings of crosses. 


Figure 213. Carved Crosses on a 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre Wall 


Figure 212. Unknown author 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ancient_tombs_in_ the Holy Sepulchre.jpg), “Ancient tombs in the 
Holy Sepulchre”, public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-old 


Figure 213. Bnagumup Kouayprkos 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Unnamed2_-_panoramio_(4497).jpg), “Unnamed? - panoramio 
(4497), https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode 
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~Tan areas: rocky land likely on 
this site in Jesus’ time 


~ Black lines: overall outline of 

the modern Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre on this site 

Alleged Site of 

Christ's Tamb ~ Tan (gold-striped): rocky land 
Golgotha’s Rock likely removed from this site in 

the 4" century AD in order to 

build a church on this site then 


~ Gray: rock thought to be 
connected with Golgotha and 
Christ’s Tomb which remains 
on this site 


Figure 214: Diagram of the modern Church of the Holy Sepulchre built over 
the long traditional sites of Golgotha and Christ’s Tomb 


Note: Years after we made this Holy Land trip, some interesting research was done on this 
Aedical with its Chapel of the Angel and Holy Sepulchre: 


~ Biddle, Martin. 1999. “The Tomb of Christ.” Gloucestershire, UK: Sutton Publishing 
Limited. 

~ “Christ’s Tomb Opened for First Time in 500 Years.” 2016. Azerbaijani Vision. March 
12, 2016. 
https://en.azvision.az/news/53539/jesus-christs-tomb-opened-for-first-time-in-500-years-vid 
eo.html. 

~ Robert Strange (Director and Writer). 2017. “National Geographic - Secrets of Christ’s 
Tomb.” Natgeotv.com. 2017. 
https://www.natgeotv.com/uk/shows/natgeo/secrets-of-christ-s-tomb. 

~ Antonia Moropoulou, Ekaterini T. Delegou, Maria Apostolopoulou, Aikaterini Kolaiti, 
Christos Papatrechas, George Economou, and Constantinos Mavrogonatos. 2019. "The 
White Marbles of the Tomb of Christ in Jerusalem: Characterization and Provenance" 
Sustainability 11, no. 9: 2495. https://doi.org/10.3390 - 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ 


Figure 214. Yupi666 at English Wikipedia (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Golgotha_cross-section.svg), 
“Golgotha cross-section”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 

[Based on File: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Site_de_la_tombe_du_Christ.JPG (by User: Guilhem06 
2007, who identified it as a "personal reconstruction based on a German document")| 


93 


In his 1869 book “The Innocents Abroad,” Mark Twain wrote the following about his visit to this 
aged and historic church: 


"And so I close my chapter on the Church of the Holy Sepulchre-the most sacred locality 
on earth to millions of men, and women, and children, the noble and the humble, bond 
and free. In its history from the first, and in its tremendous associations, it is the most 
illustrious edifice in Christendom. With all its clap-trap side-shows and unseemly 
impostures of every kind, it is still grand, reverend, venerable, for a god died there; for 
fifteen hundred years its shrines have been wet with the tears of pilgrims from the earth's 
remotest confines; for more than two hundred, the most gallant knights that ever wielded 
sword wasted their lives away in a struggle to seize it and hold it sacred from infidel 
pollution. 


Even in our own day a war, that cost millions of treasure and rivers of blood, was fought 
because two rival nations claimed the sole right to put a new dome upon it. History is full 
of this old Church of the Holy Sepulchre-full of blood that was shed because of the 
respect and the veneration in which men held the last resting place of the meek and 
lowly, the mild and gentle, Prince of Peace!" 

[Twain, Mark.1869.“The Innocents Abroad.” Hartford, CT: American Publishing. 573.] 


Indeed, there are so many ironies in human life— the same kinds of ironies that sent Jesus to the 
cross in the first place. 


We travel to the JEWISH QUARTER of 
the Old City, where approximately 3,000 
Jews live now. In 1948, Arabs destroyed 
this quarter. After the 1967 war, Jews 
excavated this section and then rebuilt it. 
Their excavations uncovered THE 
CARDO, the "heart," which was the main 
street of Jerusalem in the early Byzantine 
period. The Cardo ran north to south and 
was 73 feet wide—like a modern 8-lane 
highway. This street had walls, columns, 
and porticos. These excavations also 
uncovered walls from the Hasmonean 
[167-63 BC] and Hezekiah [c. 727-698 
BC] periods—visible to us in deep, well-like 
viewing pits. In 1948, the Arabs destroyed a synagogue in this quarter. As a reminder of that loss, 
it has not been rebuilt. 
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Figure 215. The Cardo 


Figure 215. Zairon (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_Cardo_3.JPG), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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We see a replica of the mosaic MADABA MAP which was discovered in the 1890's on the floor 
of the early Byzantine church of Saint George in Madaba, Jordan, near the Jordan River. A new 
church building was then being constructed on this site, and this old floor area was being cleared 
to put a new cement slab floor in. The Madaba map depicts Jerusalem in the 6th century AD, and 
it is said to be the earliest cartographic depiction of the Holy Land that has survived in its original 
form. This map clearly shows the central, colonnaded Cardo running from the Damascus Gate to 
the Zion Gate at the opposite end of the city. It also shows Constantine's Church of The Holy 
Sepulchre located midway along the Cardo. However, the Temple Mount is not depicted in this 
map, at least as seen now. This map shows that Christian churches in Jerusalem were much larger 
in the Byzantine period than in our modern day. 
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Figure 216. MOSAIC MADABA MAP - A portion of this map on a floor 
of the early Byzantine church of Saint George in Madaba, Jordan. 


1. The Cardo 
2. Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
3. Golden (Eastern) Gate 


4. House of Caiaphas 
5. Damascus (Northern) Gate 
6. Zion (Southern) Gate 


Figure 216. Unknown author (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Madaba_map.jpg), “Madaba map”, 
Numbered arrows by DS, https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 
[Note: Site identifications based on Wikipedia page: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Danny/Test_page] 
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We exit the Old City by the ZION GATE, which is riddled with bullet holes from the 1967 war. 
Heading back to our hotel, our bus passes by the City Hall of Jerusalem, where the city's 
long-time mayor, Teddy Kolleck, has his office. This building also has bullet holes, but from the 
Arab-Israeli War of 1948. 


Figure 217. The Zion Gate with 


Bullet Holes from 1967 


= 


Figure 21 8. Jerusalem’s Figure 219. Jerusalem’s City Hall with 
City Hall Bullet Holes from 1948 


Figure 217. Meg Stewart from Poughkeepsie, NY, U.S.A. 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Zion_Gate_(9626458657).jpg), “Zion Gate (9626458657)”, Cropped by 
DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 218. Ludvig14 (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_HistoricalCityHall_9107.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 219. User:Djampa 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_old_town_hall_bullet_impacts_closeup.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21 — We travel about 5 miles 
southwest of Jerusalem to a picturesque village in the hill 
country known as EIN KAREM, which means "spring of 
vineyard." We visit a grotto 
beneath the orange-roofed 
Franciscan CHURCH OF ST. 
JOHN THE BAPTIST IN 
THE MOUNTAINS, which, 
by tradition, is the birthplace of he 
John the Baptist. [Luke 1:57] Figure 220. Church of St. John the 
We hold a brief worship service Baptist in the Mountains 

in this grotto, which is seven 

steps below the church's left apse. A church was first built over this 
grotto in the Sth century AD. 
Construction of the present church over 
earlier ruins began in 1885. Above one of 
the altars of this church, we see an El 
Greco painting of Mary's visit to 
Elizabeth. According to tradition, 
Elizabeth's husband, Zechariah, the 
Jerusalem Temple priest, owned two 
homes in ancient Ein Karim. This is said to 
be the site of his "town" house. 


a 


Figure 221. Grotto of the Birth 
of John the Baptist 


Nearby, we climb another hill in town to 
visit the Francisan CHURCH OF THE 
VISITATION, said to be the site of Zechariah's "country" house, 
where Mary and Elizabeth met [Luke 1:39— 45] and where Mary spoke _‘ Figure 222. Church of 
"The Magnificat": the Visitation 


"My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant... " [Luke 1:46-55] 


Figure 220. Chris06 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ein Karem, St_John_the Baptist_in_ the Mountains (01).jpg), 
Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 221. ekeidar 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Crypt_of_st. John _BaHarim_ ap y5u7_w9_ dion “INI_ANVA_-_pan 
oramio.jpg), “The Crypt of st. John BaHarim ap 7507 w? DION “IN| ANWa - panoramio”, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 222. Avins 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:098-86 Ein Kerem _Church_of_ Visitation. May08.jpg), “098-86 Ein 
Kerem Church of Visitation May08", https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 
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Designed by the noted Italian architect A. Barluzzi [responsible also for Dominus Flevit and The 
Basilica of the Agony], this church, completed in 1955, is quite attractive in its simplicity. A 
brightly colored mosaic on the church's facade depicts Mary riding on a donkey to Ein Karem. 


iF ay pal ma, “| This church was built to glorify Mary, the mother of 
: + 4] Jesus, and the fruitfulness of God, as seen from a 

Roman Catholic perspective. Behind the altar, Mary is 
depicted, at the end of her earthly life, as being 
assumed, body 
and soul, into 
heavenly glory. 
She is 
surrounded by 
angels, clergy, 
and Christian 
laity who 
venerate her. 
Pope Pius XII 
declared such 
belief in the 
Assumption of Mary to be an 
official dogma of the Roman 
Catholic Church in 1950. 


Figure 223. Mosaic of Mary on exterior of 
the Church of the Visitation 


val) 
Wall paintings celebrate the = 
role of Mary in the Roman 
Catholic Church, including 
the Church's belief that Mary is the "mediatrix" of God's grace. In 
lieu of stained glass, grapes and fruits are depicted in thick tracery 
over translucent white windows. Mosaics on the floor depict 
symbols of fertility, such as wheat and various kinds of animals. 
Panels on a wall outside this church record Mary's "Magnificat" in 
41 different languages. A church has been on this spot since the 4th 


Figure 225. Church century AD. The Franciscans have been here since 1679. 
Sanctuary Window 


Figure 224. Assumption of Mary 
portrayal behind the Church’s Altar 


Figure 223. Berthold Werner (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ein_ Karem _BW_8.jpg), “Ein Karem BW 
8", https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 224. Bahnfrend 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chancel_of_ the Church_of_the Visitation, 2019 (02).jpg), Cropped 
by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 225. xoy7 da1a (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:310"N_ADP_-_y}_I7O_-_n71}.JPG), “d10"N 
AYP - yy D0 - m7”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


We travel to YAD VASHEM, which means "monument and 
name." This is a memorial to the 6 million Jews who were 
killed during the Holocaust in World War II. As our guide 
says, "6 million people were killed, only for the reason that 
they wanted to keep the Sabbath." The title of this memorial 
is taken from Isaiah 56:5: 


“T will give, in my house and within my walls, a BS , Sect ei SG 
monument and a name better than sons and Figure 226. Yad Vashem 
daughters, I will give them an everlasting name that Visitors’ Center 

shall not be cut of!" 


This memorial was built after Israel became a state in 1948 at the foot of Mt. Herzl, named for 
Theodor Herzl, the founder of Zionism, whose tomb is at the mountain's summit. Before the 
Holocaust, Herzl warned Jews to leave Europe, but most did not listen. The outcome of the 
Dreyfus trial in France made Herzl realize that Jews were in danger. Yad Vashem also houses the 
"Hall of Names," a research facility and archives for the Holocaust. Even now, the Israeli police 
have a subunit whose work is to trace Nazi criminals. The names of 3.5 million Jews who died in 
the Holocaust are on a computer here. Yad Vashem is still trying to seek information on 2.5 
million other victims. They try to help survivors find relatives from whom they were separated 
during the Holocaust. The Holocaust period was from 1933 in Germany until the liberation of 
Europe from Nazi Germany in 1945. 1942-1945 were the worst years for the Jews. Half the 
population of Germany was Roman Catholic at that time. Before World War II, Jews had rights in 
Germany; they considered themselves Germans first and Jews second. Then came the horror of 
World War II. As our guide told us, there wasn't really a 
reason to have anything against the Jews in Germany then. 
10% of the German officers in World War I were Jews. Our 
guide also indicated that he does not know any young Israeli 
Jews today who wish to live in Germany. I think he also told 
us earlier that his own family had immigrated to Israel from 
Germany. 


oe CF ea We come to the CHILDREN’S MEMORIAL, which 
Figure 227. Truncated Pillars memorializes the deaths of 1.5 million Jewish children in the 
Holocaust. At this memorial are rows of truncated white 
pillars. They symbolize the terrible loss of those children. 


Figure 226. Bahnfrend 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File: Visitors' Center, Yad Vashem, 2019 (02).jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 227. Chadica from Jerusalem, Israel 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File: Yad_Vashem. Children's Memorial_-3_(2658050665).jpg), “Yad 
Vashem. Children's Memorial -3 (2658050665)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 
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es —— 


Entry to Children’s M 
Inner Chamber 


emorial 


The entrance to this memorial is modeled after the gas chambers at Auschwitz. We enter a very 
dark room filled with reflective glass panels and small lights. One has the sensation of floating in a 
galaxy full of stars. These stars represent the murdered children whose names and nations of 
origin are read out loud to us in succession. As our group walks around and around inside this 
memorial, gripping the circular handrail because we cannot see our steps, our hearts are stirred, 
and we feel very sorrowful. 

Leaving this memorial, we 
come outdoors into the 
bright light again. Across 
the valley, we see hills 
filled with modern 
buildings. As our guide 
explains, the exit to this 
memorial was purposely 
placed here so that after 
leaving the memorial one 


see é could view the "Jewish 
Figure 230. View of West Jerusalem from Yad Vashem solution" to the Holocaust, 


namely, the productivity of 
the modern state of Israel, which brings great hope for the future of the Jews. 


Figure 228. Bahnfrend 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Children's Memorial, Yad_ Vashem, 2019 (01).jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 229. Josh Evnin from Chicago, IL, USA 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File: Yad_Vashem_Childrens'_ Memorial_(3757110814).jpg), “Yad Vashem 
Childrens' Memorial (3757110814)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 230. Daniel Case 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Developed_area_of_West_Jerusalem_from_Yad_Vashem.jpg), 
“Developed area of West Jerusalem from Yad Vashem”, Cropped by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 
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7,000 trees have been planted at Yad Vashem, for 
example, along Yad Vashem’s RIGHTEOUS AMONG 
THE NATIONS AVENUE. Each tree commemorates a 
Gentile who helped Jews in the Holocaust. One tree we see 
is a sapling, recently planted to commemorate RAOUL 
WALLENBERG, the famous Swedish diplomat who 
bravely saved the lives of over 4,000 Jews by bringing 
them under the protection of Swedish law. Wallenberg was 
taken prisoner by the Russians. His fate was long 
unknown. Just three years ago, it was finally learned that 
he had been killed immediately after the war. 


Figure 231. Righteous Among the Nations 
Avenue 


compassion of a man who cared for c6hildren in a Jewish 
orphanage in a ghetto. The Gestapo came to take all the 
children away to the concentration camp at Treblinka. The man, 
Janusz Korezak, who was not Jewish, arranged to go with his 
children. All of them were killed. We also see a model of a 
DANISH BOAT, typical of the ones Danes used to take Jews 
_| to safety in Sweden under the cover of night. It’s a row boat 

| for about four or five adults. The Danish King said he would 
wear a 
yellow star 
if his 
Jewish 
people 
were forced to. This king set the example for 
his people to help Jews. We also see 
TORAH, a sculpture Marcelle Swergold 
created as a memorial to victims of Holocaust 
concentration and extermination camps. 


Figure 232. Janusz Korezak 
and his Jewish Children 


Figure 233. “Torah” Memorial Sculpture 


Figure 231. xo10:7"9 RDW? DPT 

(https://commons. wikimedia. org/wiki/File:PikiWiki Israel_ 12492 the righteous among the nations avenue in 
yad_vash.jpg), “PikiWiki Israel 12492 the righteous among the nations avenue in yad vash”, Cropped by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/legalcode 


Figure 232. Proesi (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Yad_Vashem_- Janus Korczak_Gedenkplatz.jpg), 
“Yad Vashem - Janus Korczak Gedenkplatz”, Cropped by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/de/legalcode 


Figure 233. Wmpearl 

(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:'Torah', cast_bronze sculpture by Marcelle Elfenbein Swergold, Yad 
_Vashem, Jerusalem, Israel.jpg), “"Torah', cast bronze sculpture by Marcelle Elfenbein Swergold, Yad Vashem, 
Jerusalem, Israel”, public domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-self 
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atin We enter the HALL OF REMEMBRANCE (Ohel Yizkor), 
/te| which contains ashes from holocaust victims at each 

concentration camp. This is the symbolic tomb of all 
6,000,000 victims. This is considered a synagogue. Rabbis 
__| hold services here. As we enter, the men in our group are 
>| provided with cardboard yarmulkes. The walls of this building 
are built of large, unhewn, black lava blocks. Visitors are 
confined to a walking area. The ashes are interred beneath an 
expansive, dark gray mosaic floor, upon which the names of 
Figure 234. The Hall of Remembrance the 21 largest concentration camps are spelled out. A 

with its Eternal Flame perpetual light burns near its western wall. 


We visit the HALL OF NAMES and see its pictorial tribute 
to Holocaust victims. Their pictures extend up to the inner, 
high top of that building’s dome overhead. We also visit the 
HISTORICAL MUSEUM of Yad Vashem. It contains 
many items, particularly photographs captured from the 
Germans. The Nazis collected these items because they 
planned to have their own museum to commemorate their 
extermination of the Jews. 


Figure 237. Nazi Concentration 


Figure 236. Pictures of the Holocaust . ; 
Camp Prisoner Uniforms 


Figure 234. Mrbrefast 

(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Eternal_Flame_and_ Concentration _Camp_ Victims Memorial.jpg), 
“Eternal Flame and Concentration Camp Victims Memorial”, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 235. Juris Vigulis / Saeima 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Saeimas_priekSsédétajas_vizite_Izraéla_(49425217502).jpg), “Saeimas 
priekSsédétajas vizite Izraéla (49425217502)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 236. Ilya Varlamov (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_-_20190206-DSC_1245.jpg), 
“Jerusalem - 20190206-DSC 1245", https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 237. Ilya Varlamov (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_-_20190206-DSC_1266.jpg), 
“Jerusalem - 20190206-DSC 1266", https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


We go to the Israel Museum in Jerusalem to visit its 
SHRINE OF THE BOOK, which houses some of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls and other early Jewish writings. This 
shrine is designed to look like the clay lid of an ancient scroll 
jar. The lid is white and stands near a black wall. Together, 
these symbolize the "sons of light" and the "sons of 
darkness," who are portrayed in the Qumran scrolls as ; 
fighting a great cosmic battle at the end of time. Apparently, |  ™ — ; ‘ a 
the Qumran community thought of themselves as the latter. Figure 238, The Shrine of the Book and 
More than 800 different scrolls [intact or in fragments] were its symbolic “Sons of Darkness” 
discovered in the eleven Dead Sea Scroll caves. These Black Wall 

scrolls date from the period between 200 BC and 70 AD. 


We also see ancient documents found in the so-called Bar Kochba Caves near the Dead Sea. For 
example, we see letters and even a woman's purse, which contained her second marriage contract. 
These date back to the Second Jewish Revolt in 132-135 AD when many Jewish Zealots fled to 
this desolate region to avoid Roman troops, though in vain. The woman's second marriage 
contract contained a paragraph that showed what her husband would pay her, if they divorced. 
Both sides had to divorce. It was very uncommon then for a man to get a divorce alone. 


We get to see the magnificent ISAIAH (Ee apes) 
SCROLL up close, as it is spread out «spond vu sox nth nay pase eT 
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the shrine’s dome. Special lighting on a 
timer is used to minimize the 
deterioration of this scroll. This scroll 
was found in Qumran Cave #1 and likely 
dates back to about the 2nd century BC. 
It is by far the oldest extended copy of 
Isaiah in existence. It's also in the best 
condition of the Dead Sea Scrolls. This 
scroll is made of parchment, which is 
Figure 239. The Isaiah dried animal skin. In Jewish tradition, the 
Scroll (in lighted area) | Torah must be copied onto parchment, 
not paper. 


Figure 240. Chapter 53 of 
Qumran’s Isaiah Scroll 


Figure 238. Bahnfrend (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Shrine_of the Book, 2019 (02).jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 239. Olevy (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rouleau_d'Isaie.JPG), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 240. Photography by Ardon Bar Hama, author of original document is unknown. 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Great_Isaiah_Scroll_Ch53.jpg), “Great Isaiah Scroll Ch53", public 
domain, see: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-old 
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We also see the incomplete PPALM SCROLL found at Qumran Cave #11. The book of Psalms 
found in the Bibles of Protestants and Roman Catholics contains 150 Psalms, based on the psalm 
collection found in early Hebrew versions of the Old Testament. However, this Qumran Psalms 
Scroll contains the very first Hebrew version of PSALM 151 ever found. One of my Falmouth 
parishioners makes and later shares with me a copy of the English translation of Psalm 151, which 
was made from that Qumran Hebrew version of it: 


A Hallelujah of David, son of Jesse 


Smaller was I than my brothers 
And the youngest son of my father, 
So he made me shepherd of his flock 
And ruler over his kids. 


My hands have made an instrument 
And my fingers a lyre, 
And so have I rendered glory to the Lord 
Thought I, within my soul. 


The mountains do not witness to him, 
Nor do the hills proclaim. 
The trees have cherished my words 
And the flock my works. 


For who can proclaim and who can bespeak, 
And who can recount the deeds of the Lord? 
Everything has God seen, 
Everything has he heard, and he has heeded. 


He sent his prophet to anoint me, 
Samuel to make me great. 
My brother went out to meet him, 
Handsome of figure and appearance. 


Although they were tall of stature 
And handsome by their hair, 
The Lord God chose 
Them not. 


But he sent and took me from behind the flock, 
And anointed me with holy oil 
And he made me leader of his people, 
And ruler over the sons of his Covenant. 
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This Psalm 151 has long been known from an early Greek translation of the Old Testament, called 
the "Septuagint," which was used by Jews outside Israel in Greek-speaking countries. In fact, 
Eastern Orthodox Churches have included Psalm 151, based on the Greek version, in their Bibles, 
as they believe it is sacred. However, the Hebrew version of this Psalm, newly discovered at 
Qumran, should be more accurate as it is in the Psalm's original language. The Psalms Scroll from 
Cave #11 contained 40 Psalms in a somewhat different order than was known before. It also 
contained 8 additional Psalms, including Psalm 151 and 4 others totally unknown previously. 


Our tour group splits up. Some return to the hotel. Six of us, with some nervousness, decide to 
walk through the OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM by ourselves. We remove our tourist badges. 
We enter the Jaffa Gate and walk to the "Wailing" Wall. With a map’s help, we find our way back 
through the Old City by a different way and leave it by the New Gate. At one point, my wife Chris 
is suddenly separated from us by a long line of pedestrians walking in the opposite direction. At 
this time, a man purposely bumps against Chris twice, presumably to shake loose the small bag 
she's wearing around her neck. But she's all right, thank goodness. Our small group, somewhat 
pleased with our ability to find our way through the Old City safely, piles into a cab to return to 
our hotel. We travel across an open corridor, a kind of "no man's land," which was heavily 
guarded when it separated the Israeli and Jordanian sections of Jerusalem prior to the Six-Day 
War in 1967. This is our guide's last day with us. He is an excellent tour guide and much beloved 
by our entire tour group of 37 people on our Brown Bus. Our guide is bright and extremely well 
versed in scripture, Judaism, Middle East politics, biblical archaeology, Christian sites, and human 
nature. He also has a fabulous sense of humor and way of dealing with people. We say goodbye 
to him this night in our hotel lobby. 
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Figure 241. Overview of the Temple Mount and the 
Kidron Valley and Mount of Olives Beyond it 


Figure 241. AVRAHAM GRAICER 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:- DOME OF THE ROCK JERUSALEM. jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22 — A fellow UCC minister and I take a cab to the Old City together. 
The cost is $5; no tip is needed. We enter through the Jaffa Gate and make our way to the 
"Wailing" Wall, where we see various Bar Mitzvahs in process. Because Ramadan, the Islamic 
month of fasting, has already begun, we are unable to enter the Temple Mount itself, as Israeli 
soldiers guard it. 


On the Via Dolorosa, near Station VI, I buy three beautiful stoles-white with Jerusalem 
crosses—from Farideh Hanna who runs the noted "Benevolent Arts Workshop of The Holy Land." 
These stoles are beautifully cross-stitched and cost $45 each. I learn that Farideh's profits go to 
help refugees. She tells me she will custom design stoles upon request and mail them to the 
United States for a total of $55 each. She accepts my personal check for my purchases. We walk 
across large pavement blocks from the 3"— 4th centuries BC. Before being raised to their present 
position, these blocks were part of a road discovered several feet below ground in 1977. My 
fellow tour member and I leave the Old City by the New Gate. We walk outside the wall, down to 
the Damascus Gate, and from there catch a taxi back to the hotel. 


Our tour group meets a new, temporary guide. He is very pleasant and tries to set us all at ease 
with jokes. He tells us that there are no large public sculptures of human beings in Israel, due to 
religious scruples against human images. In Jesus' day, many people were surprised because Jesus 
and his disciples did not follow kosher. For example, they 
did not ritually cleanse their hands before eating. When 
Jesus met the Samaritan woman at the well, she was 
amazed that he, as a rabbi, did not have his own cup to 
drink from, as rabbis following kosher would. [John 
4:7-30] In accordance with kosher law, the water Jesus 
turned into wine in Cana was kept in stone jugs to avoid 
contamination. [John 2:1-11] 


We return to that part of the city known now as Mount 
Zion, near David's Tomb and the Cenacle. On the eastern 
slope of this Mount we enter the Assumptionist Fathers' Figure 242. Church of St. Peter 
church called ST. PETER IN GALLICANTU, which in Gallicantu 

means "Saint Peter at Cock's crow." This church, 

consecrated in 1931, recalls Peter's three-fold denial of Jesus after his arrest [Mark 14:29-31] and 
Peter's subsequent repentance for those acts. [John 21:15-19] 


This church stands on the traditional site of the house of Caiaphas, the Jewish High Priest, where 
Jesus was brought, following his arrest, before members of the Sanhedrin for questioning and 
imprisoned overnight. [Matthew 26:57-27:2] This is the fourth church on this site. The first was 
likely built about 457 AD. The colors blue and green dominate the interior of the modern church 


Figure 242. Victor Rivera Melendez 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Church_of Saint_Peter_in_ Gallicantu.jpg), “Church of Saint Peter in 
Gallicantu”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 
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to symbolize the "new life" which comes with repentance. In addition to many mosaics, this 
church has a beautiful stained glass cross in its ceiling, which portrays Jesus "coming in the 
clouds." As Jesus told the High Priest who questioned him: 


"From now on you - will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and 
coming on the clouds of heaven." [Matthew 26:64] 


Figure 243. Church of St. Peter in Gallicantu Sanctuary 


Downstairs in this church we see the remains of an early Jewish house, said, by tradition, to be the 
house of Caiaphas. There is also a deep pit called the SACRED PIT, where Jesus is said to have 
been imprisoned. Prisoners are thought to have been lowered into this pit by a rope. We read the 
lament of Psalm 88: 


“Tam counted among those who go down to the Pit; I am like those who have no help, 
like those forsaken among the dead, like the slain that lie in the grave." [Psalm 88:4,5a] 


A sign at this site carries the following information: 


“Underground caves (Prison) 
When these underground caves were rediscovered in 1889, their physical characteristics, 
their proximity to Caiaphas palace, and their contiguity with the Sacred Pit (dungeon), 
all suggested the public jail where, according to a 4th century Jerusalem tradition not 
recorded in the gospels. Jesus would have been scourged not only by Pilate but also by 
Caiaphas, and where the apostles Peter and John would have been held and scourged for 
preaching the name of Jesus in the temple area after the resurrection (Acts 5: 19-42). 
Aided by the context, Christians traditionally recall here some of the painful sufferings 
endured by Jesus during his Passion, regardless of where they took place, as well as by 
the apostles, the first believers in his name.” 


Figure 243. Jiti Bubeniéek creator QS:P170,Q105840092 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jeruzalém,_imgp2832_ (2019-03).jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 
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Sacred pit. 

‘al access to the cavity when fits floor 
a at a higher one 
Orifice in the vault, with 3 engrave) 


Figure 245. The Sacred Pit 


Figure 246. Rock Cave with Cutout Areas 
presumably for securing Prisoners [See arrows] 
Beside the church of St. Peter in Gallicantu there is a 
STONE STAIRCASE which ascends Mount Zion from 
the Kidron Valley below. In Jesus' day it ran between the 
Pool of Siloam and the location known today as the 
Cenacle [the traditional site of Jesus’ Last Supper]. This 
staircase likely dates back to at least 150 BC, as 
determined from a coin of that time found under one of its 
stones. Quite possibly, Jesus was led or forced to climb up 
this Mount Zion staircase from the Kidron Valley after his 


Figure 244. The Church’s Underground area 


Figure 247. Stone Staircase Up 
Figure 244. Hoshvilim Mount Zion from the Kidron Valley 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tour_of_Church_of_Saint 

_Peter_in_Gallicantu_22.jpg), Cropped, lighting adjusted by DS, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 245. creisor (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_(24502688719).jpg), “Jerusalem 
(24502688719)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 246. creisor (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_(24776886081).jpg), “Jerusalem 
(24776886081)”, Arrows added by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 247. creisor (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_(24243520063).jpg), “Jerusalem 
(24243520063)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 
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. . ye “ 
Figure 248. Jesus Arrested and Taken to Caiaphas 


arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane. Looking down this staircase we can see the Mount of Olives 
in the distance. 


Note: Now, years after we made this Holy Land trip, I see that there are other views as to 
the possible location of the house of Caiaphas. But, to my knowledge, archaeologists still 
have not come to a definite agreement as to its actual site. 


~ Another view is that Caiaphas’ house might have been in a 1*-century AD settlement of 
affluent homes that was discovered at the top of Mount Zion, not far from the Cenacle, the 
traditional site of Jesus’ Last Supper. Today, that site is on the property of the unfinished 
Armenian church known as the Armenian Convent of Saint Savior. [See Figures 86 and 249] 


~ Another view is that Caiaphas’ house could have been a 1*-century AD house, now called 
the Palatial Mansion, that was discovered in 1967 in the Jewish Quarter of the Old City of 
Jerusalem, near where the Cardo was found that same year. [See Figures 215, 216, and 250] 
That “Palatial Mansion” is now contained within that Quarter’s Wohl Archaeological 
Museum. Some have thought that this Palatial Mansion is more likely the palace of 
Caiaphas’ father-in-law, Annas. Annas was the High Priest in Jerusalem from 6-15 AD, but 
he may have still had considerable influence at the time of Jesus’ arrest. In fact, the Gospel of 
John 18:13 says that after Jesus’ arrest, he was taken first to Annas, then to Caiaphas. The 
Gospel of Luke 3:2 even refers to a year “during the high-priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas.” In addition to Caiaphas, Annas’ five sons are also said to have served as High 
Priests at some point. 


Figure 248. Episcopal Diocese of Southwest Florida 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jerusalem_Street_Scenes_(9073812943).jpg), “Jerusalem Street Scenes 
(9073812943)”, Lighting adjustment by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 
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Figure 249. Armenian Convent of Figure 250. The Palatial Mansion in the 
Saint Saviour [See arrow] Wohl Archaeological Museum 


We conclude our Israel pilgrimage in 1993 by visiting and 
worshiping together in the GARDEN TOMB, located not 
far north of the Damascus Gate of the Old City. This is a 
beautiful garden site. In 1883, British General Charles 
George Gordon held that the rocky white cliff near here 
was actually Golgotha. That cliff has two prominent 
depressions in its vertical face, likely rock-cut cisterns, 
which give the hill the appearance of a skull. Thus, it is 
also called “Skull Hill.” On top of this cliff, there is an old 
Muslim cemetery. The trees in that cemetery often have 
rags caught in their branches. We are told they are left 
from rag-filled cannon shots made each year from this hill 
to celebrate the Muslim festival of Ramadan. East 
Jerusalem's central bus station is located at this cliffs base. 


In the surprisingly quiet garden nearby, there is an ancient 
tomb carved out of the vertical cliff wall. General Gordon . 
and many Protestants since have maintained that this is the Figure 251. Skull Hill - Gordon’s Golgotha 
authentic tomb of Jesus. However, many modern 

archaeologists do not share that view. 


iene 


Figure 249. Fallaner 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holy Land_2019 (2) P180 Jerusalem_Ramparts walk Convent_of_Sa 
int_Saviour.jpg), Cropped, arrow added by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 250. 17.7 (https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:n20_ 99 3n_ANTNN_ADNAY_AAVPNXY.jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 


Figure 251. James Emery from Douglasville, United States 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Golgotha_and_carpark_2023 (498290780).jpg), “Golgotha and carpark 
2023 (498290780)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 
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Figure 252. The Garden Tomb 


In this Garden Tomb, there are two side-by-side 
chambers. On the left side, there is a "weeping 
room," which can hold up to 12 people. On the 
right side, there are the remains of burial benches 
that originally lined this chamber's walls. 


Many archaeologists now believe this Garden 
Tomb actually dates back to the 8th or 7th century 
BC, during the end of the Iron Age II. That 
eliminates the possibility that it was Jesus' tomb, if 
the New Testament is correct in saying that Jesus 
was placed in a tomb that was newly cut for Joseph 


of Arimathea [Matthew 27:57—60] and it was one Figure 254. Garden Tomb right side Chamber 


where “no one had ever been laid” [Luke 23:53]. 


Archaeologists have chosen those dates in part because of the kind of chisel marks on this tomb’s 


walls, the side-by-side arrangement of its chambers, and the tomb’s flat ceiling. All of these 
characteristics are typical of Iron Age II tombs, not tombs from the Ist century AD. In fact, 


although not readily apparent to the visitor, this Garden Tomb is in the middle of a cemetery of 
Iron Age tombs cut into this cliff. No Ist century AD tombs have been found in this area, though 


they have been found elsewhere in Jerusalem. 


Figure 252. Ian Scott 


(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Entrance_to_ the Garden_Tomb_ 3 (4014335729).jpg), “Entrance to the 


Garden Tomb 3 (4014335729)”, Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 253. James Emery from Douglasville, United States 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tomb_floorplan_2041_(498291604).jpg), “Tomb floorplan 2041 
(498291604), Cropped, lighting adjusted by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 


Figure 254. Ian Scott (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Inside_The Garden_Tomb_ 2 (4014346351).jpg), 


“Inside The Garden Tomb 2 (4014346351)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 
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There are signs that this 8" or 7" century BC tomb was also used later by 
| Christians in the 5'""~7th centuries AD of the Byzantine period. Two 
| painted crosses found inside this tomb are likely from that period. Those 
crosses are Byzantine in style and thought to bear the Greek letters IC 
XC and A W, referring to Jesus 
Christ, Jesus the Messiah, and Alpha 
and Omega. [See Revelation 22:13] 
| Also, this tomb is believed to have 
originally had benches upon which 
f the bodies of the deceased were laid 
Figure 255. A Garden _ in the Iron Age II era. However, in 
Tomb Cross the later 5th-7th century AD, those 
benches were hollowed out in order for bodies in caskets to 
be put within them. Figure 256 at the right, from the early 
1900's, shows two women sitting as mourners in the past 
likely would have sat beside one of those hollowed-out 
benches. Most of that low, vertical rock side wall within 
which a casket was placed then [See the arrow] is no longer in 
that tomb. 


Figure 256. Hollowed-out Bench for 
Casket - Garden Tomb 1900-1905 


| It’s often been said that the channel in front of this tomb’s entry door 
was used to guide a large disk-shaped rock to close off access to the 
inside of this tomb. However, as some noted archaeologists have said, 
the outer wall of that channel is angled 45 degrees away from that 
entry door, thus it could not close off that front opening well. Also, 
given the short height of that channel’s outer wall, such a rock might 
well fall on anyone trying to roll a large stone along that channel. They 
think this channel was actually carved out in the 11" century AD in 
order to provide water from a nearby cistern to animals that were in a 
stable on this site at that time. [In Figure 253, the item seen in the 
channel is actually a step placed there now to help people enter that 

«| tomb. ] 


Figure 257. hanna in Front 
of the Tomb’s Entry Door 


Figure 255. KOxatau (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Garden_Tomb_Inside3.jpg), “Garden Tomb 
Inside3", Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode 


Figure 256. Rijksmuseum (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Stereoglasfoto, RP-F-F08886.jpg), 
“Stereoglasfoto, RP-F-F08886", Underwood & Underwood Publishers, Cropped, lighting adjusted, arrow added by 
DS, https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 


Figure 257. James Emery from Douglasville, United States 
(https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Groove_for_tomb_stone_2040_ (498291556).jpg), “Groove for tomb 
stone 2040 (498291556)”, Cropped by DS, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 
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This tomb site was purchased in 1894 by an influential group of English leaders, including the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who organized the Garden Tomb Association, which still oversees the 
tomb today. 


One of the few clues given by the Bible is that Jesus was crucified and buried outside the walls of 
Jerusalem. [John 19:20 and Hebrews 13:12] In the time of General Gordon, it was assumed that 
the ancient city wall extended out beyond the present site of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
thus disqualifying that site as Golgotha. However, in more recent years, archaeologists have 
discovered that this church was actually outside the city walls of Jesus' day. It wasn't enclosed by 
the city wall until about 41-44 AD, under the rule of Agrippa I. 


Many Protestants of the past century favored the Garden Tomb as the site of Jesus' burial for two 
additional reasons. First, it looked like the real thing, compared to the dark and mostly covered- 
up burial site in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Second, they could worship at the Garden 
Tomb, whereas the Church of the Holy Sepulchre was, and continues to be, off limits to 
Protestant-led worship services. 


Figure 258. The Empty Garden Tomb 


Although the Garden Tomb likely is not the site of Jesus’ actual burial, it is still a beautiful site 
that helps us Christians envision the life, ministry, sacrifice, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


As we come to the conclusion of our Holy Land pilgrimage, our tour group gathers together for 
worship in this beautiful garden, facing this empty tomb. And, we recall these words from the 
Apostle Paul: 


Figure 258. Ian Scott 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Entrance_to_ the Garden_Tomb_1 (4015106152).jpg), “Entrance to the 
Garden Tomb 1 (4015106152)”, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode 
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"We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we 
are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of 
both the dead and the living" [Romans 14:7-9] 


"No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." [Romans 8:37-39]| 


COMMUNION SERVICE AT THE GARDEN TOMB 


DUET "Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?" (\st and 4th verses) 
Chris Showalter and a Fellow Female Parishioner and Tour Member 


CALL TO PRAYER AND SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

SCRIPTURE READING Mark 15:42-16:7 

HYMN “Let Us Break Bread Together" 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER Doug Showalter 


Eternal God, at this moment, our hearts are full of so many things. 


+ Full of the sights, the sounds, and the fragrant aromas of this ancient city of 
peace, which has known so much struggle and pain down through the centuries. 
+ Full of images of your son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, who proclaimed 
the gospel of your Kingdom and conducted his blessed ministry of love 
throughout this ancient land. 

+ Full of a deep sense of Christian fellowship, which we on the Brown Bus have 
discovered and shared this past week, as we have been pilgrims of faith together. 


At this moment, O God, our hearts are full of all these things and more. Thus we 
come together at this special spot to worship, to give thanks, and to celebrate all 
that our Christian faith means to us—both individually and together as the Church 
of Jesus Christ. 


O God, as we receive bread and cup together, the symbols of Christ's sacrifice for 
us, may the Spirit of Christ enter our hearts, that we, in deep humility, may truly 
share in the glory of his resurrection, and that we may go forth from this Holy 
Land experience to share his spirit of love and his peace with all the Galilees and 
Jerusalems of our world. AMEN 
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION + The Bread and The Cup 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND BLESSING 
HYMN "Blest Be The Tie That Binds" 


"When we are called to part, it gives us inward pain, but we shall still be joined in 
heart, and hope to meet again." 


We depart in three different directions. Some in our group stay in Israel to participate in a three- 
day Lenten and Holy Week study program. Some in our group head for Tel Aviv to fly back to 
the United States late this same night. The rest of us, including my wife Chris, myself, and 15 
others from our church, head for the Dan Panorama Hotel in Tel Aviv, on the shores of the 
Mediterranean Sea. We will stay there overnight, then leave the next morning for EGYPT! 


What a wonderful experience our Holy Land Pilgrimage has been!!! 
My wife, Chris, and I are eager to return. 
Perhaps we will someday...? 


And we did return... in 1996 with another group of 


parishioners from our Falmouth, MA church! 


